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This thesis explores the influence of Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre and Daphne du Maurier’s
Rebecca on the production of Thai gothic romance.  The influence of the two novels on Thai gothic
romance is found inthe ways inwhich Thai authors create plots, themes, characters, and settings of
their novels. However, due to differences in values and culture between Thai and Western society,
Thai gothic romance has its own distinctive characteristics.

The study analyzes the writing formula of Western gothic romance in Jane Eyre and
Rebecca. Emerging from Bronte’s Jane Eyre are three significant elements of gothic romance: a
non-tradiitional image of female protagonist, an unequal socio-economic status of the lovers, and
mysteries inside the mansion.  Rebecca. Maurier adapted Bronte's writing formula but
supplemented itwith the murder plot. With the emphasis on the significant role played by the female
character and on the complexities of human psyche, the novels are accordingly named after their
female protagonist. On the other hand, Thai authors of gothic romance choose the place name rather
than the name of female protagonist as the title of their novels. Besides pleasure, other values of Thai
gothic romance include the ideas of love and life expressed through characterization. Namely, true
love guided by conscience wiil conquer all while life full of greed and vicious desires will ultimately
lead to destruction. Moreover, the authors use traditional Thai atmosphere and setting to show how
female virtue lies in proper behavior and good manners. Ghosts, spirits, and the Buddhist belief in
Karma are occasionally employed in the novels.  effect, the charming beauty of Thai gothic
romance results from a mixture of romance and mysteries and a plot story with a happy ending.
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