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This thesis aims to study the problems and obstacles of learning and teaching Buddhism in 

schools so as to provide suggestions and solutions to those problems. The research found that the major 

problems in the learning and teaching of Buddhism in schools are as follows:

Problems resulting from state education policies. As a result of the government's education 

reforms the subject of Buddhism has diminished in importance and was on the verge of being eliminated 

from the Thai education system. This means that the government places very little importance on 

Buddhism. It emphasizes on developing competence rather than virtues. The organizing of the teaching 

of subjects dealing with Buddhism is therefore merely a small segment of the overall education.

Problems concerning school administration. This problem is a result of the previous one 

mentioned. Since educational institutions are obliged to offer an education that complies with 

government policies and the state has given them the authority to provide education in the way they like 

the teaching and learning of Buddhism is therefore varied in intensity- some more and some less. The 

teachers also lack the knowledge and expertise in the Buddhist religion and most of them carry out their 

instruction according to what is stipulated in the curriculum within a limited period of time. The curriculum 

itself is not very appropriate for the students’ age group, most of it is not very engaging, difficult, 

complicated and not conducive for integrated learning. This causes boredom among the students who 

later develop a rather negative attitude towards Buddhism. Most of them feel that the subject of 

Buddhism will not benefit them and cannot be applied to examinations at higher levels of education, nor 

can they be applied in their future careers. Therefore they do not perceive the importance of the 

Buddhist religion as a whole.

Attention must be given so that these problems can be tackled with to derive effective solutions 

since the problems are inter-related. The government must place more emphasis on the subject of 

Buddhism in the educational system with the aim of promoting greater interest among the students and 

nurture a more positive attitude. This means that the teachers must be qualified and knowledgeable. 

They must be able to make the subject enjoyable and enable the students to perceive the importance of 

Buddhism in their daily living.
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