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The aim of this thesis is to study the control of the Japanese army over Thailand’s southern
railways during the Greater East Asia War of 1941 - 1945. The main emphasis is on war-time Japanese policy
towards Thailand, the way in which the control over Thai southern railways was exerted and the impact of such
action on the Japanese army, the Thai Railway Department and most importantly on the Thai local population.

The result of this study clearly indicates that during the Greater East Asia War, Japanese military
leaders fully realized the urgent necessity of their attempt to establish the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity
Sphere by extending military control over Southeast Asia. This strategy was the important part of the overall
“Southern Expansion Policy” or “Nanshinron”.  Under such circumstances, Thailand, by virtue of her
geographical location at the center of mainland Southeast Asia, and by the strength of being the only country
which escaped western colonialism, was considered the most suitable base from which Japanese military
reinforcement, food supplies, weapons and war equipment could be transported to bolster the Japanese army
which already operated in Burma and Malaya. Thus, as soon as Japanese forces were stationed in Thailand,
negotiation was underway to gain Thailand’s co-operation in providing transport facilities, the most important
aspect of which was control of the Thai railways. The study finding suggests that the Japanese army regarded
the control over Thai southern railways as the most vital element of their overall strategy on military
reinforcement because this particular railway track provided direct links to frontline batlefields in Burma and
Malaya. Japanese military control over Thai southern railways involved a two-goal action plan. The first was
to manage special trains on existing routes for the transportation of Japanese troops across the border from
Padang Besar to Alor-star and from Sungei Golok to Kota Bam in Malaya. The second plan was to build two
new railway tracks extended from the original southern railways into Burma. They were the Thai - Burma
Railway and the Kra Canal Railway.

The control of Thai southern railways by the Japanese army had diverse effects on the Japanese
military undertakings, the Thai Railway Department and the local population respectively. As far as its military
goal was concerned, the Japanese army succeeded in using the Thai southern railways in transporting rice to its
troops in Malaya, reflecting the importance of Thailand as a center for the Japanese army’s food supplies
during the war.  The Japanese army also succeeded to a certain extent in using the newly-built railways to
transport troops, war equipment and food supplies to Burma. For Thailand, however, the control of the
southern railways by the Japanese army had adverse effects. The Thai Railway Department had to carry an
enormous amount of loss as railway fares and transportation costs incurred by the Japanese army were left
unpaid. Equally drastic was the impact on the Thai local population whose life and security were threatened by
Japanese use of the dollar currency, the shortage of rice, the rising cost of living, and Japanese abuse of power,
for example in the incident at Ban Pong and the seizure of Ranong province. The overall results of this study
tend to support the conclusion that, far from Thailand and Japan being on equal terms, the Japanese army's
control of Thai southern railways was a case study of how Japan's military involvement in Thailand was clearly
based on Japan's superior status. This superiority enabled the Japanese army to make sure that it received
supplies and reinforcements through these railways during the entire War. The study therefore emphasizes the
fact that the control of the Thai southern railways by the Japanese army was planned in advance and well

executed, which left Thailand with no other choice but to comply. A
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