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This thesis studies the power relations between the senate and the government under the 1997 
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The thesis applies qualitative research methods by surveying various documents and by interviewing 
several relevant individuals.

The finding of this study reveals that the provision of this constitution creates the new power 
balances between the senate and the government. The new constitution generates mechanism that 
provides channels and sources for the senate to negotiate or oversee the government on various aspects ; 
i.e. the direct popular election, the authority to remove a person in a political position, as well as the 
selection, appointment or approval of the members in various independent organizations. Thus the 
constitutional framework plays significant roles in assessing and balancing the government's authority both 
directly and indirectly. Unlike the previous constitutions, the government under the new constitutional 
framework does not have total control over the senate. เท addition, the new constitution ensures various 
sources of recruitment from diverse political groups.

However, informal relationships do also provide significant influence over power relations between 
the senate and the government. The study finds that in many cases family clan or patronage system 
forms the basis of the close ties between certain senators and politicians to help passing the government’s 
bills and decisions. This is especially the case when the current political situation is having the elected 
senators from various groups while the government came only from one political party. เท this regard, the 
study reveals various attempts by the government to interfere and influence certain selection process in 
the senate to ensure the close tie between the government and the senate; such as the election of the 
President and the Vice President of the Senate, the selection of positions in senate’s committees, 
the appointment of the members in various independent organizations, and general debate. Such an 
increasing informal relation between the senate and the government provides a big challenge towards 
Thailand’s democratization under the framework of the 1997 constitution.
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