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The objective of this thesis is to analyse rural changes in central Thai society in Wat 
Wanlayangkun’s literary works, comprising 11 novels and 94 short stories.

The research reveals that these works can be divided into. 2 periods. The works in the 1970 to 
1981, present rural changes in central Thai society' in the manner of literature of engagement. These 
changes cause a general upheaval in rural society, reflecting that Thai fanners are exploited by 
capitalists and corrupt civil servants amidst the influx of new urban culture. In this phase, the author 
uses literature as a mean to shown that a better society can be attained if the mass join hands in their 
fight for justice.

In the second period, from 1982 to 1998, the author’s aims are to present rural changes in 
central Thai society through the lens of the “development discourse” by government. He views that 
this development discourse leads to materialistic changes, resulting in the development of 
transportation, urbanization, industrialization, capitalist economy, influential mass media and 
technology, and a high level of urban immigration. All these factors cause changes in values and ways 
of life in rural society. For the author, there forms of development are of materialistic, not sustainable 
nature. Self-Sufficiency economy, the author suggests, will make rural society become happy and 
stable.
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