
CHAPTER III
RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES IN MANGKORN TEMPLE,

PHOMAN TEMPLE
T his c h a p te r  w ill firs t look  a t th e  h is to rica l b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  M a n g k o rn  

tem p le  an d  P h o m a n  tem ple . T he  seco n d  p a r t w ill a n a ly ze  th e  d e itie s  w o rsh ip p e d  in  
b o th  tem p les . T h e  tw o  tem p les  w o rsh ip  d iffe re n t s ty le  o f  d e itie s , w h ic h  in d ic a te s  th e  
d iffe ren ces  b e tw e e n  th e  g rou ps o f  lay  p rac titio n e rs  th a t e a c h  tem p le  a ttrac ts . T h e  th ird  
p a r t w ill lo o k  in to  th e  s ty le  o f  ch an tin g , th e  c h an tin g  in s tru m e n ts  a n d  a lso  th e  
re lig io u s  ac tiv itie s  p rac tic ed  in  th o se  tw o  tem p les .

3 .1 . C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  T em p les
3 .1 .1  M a n g k o rn  T em p le

M a n g k o rn  tem p le  w as  th e  f irs t C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le  in  T h a ila n d , b u il t  in  
th e  re ig n  o f  th e  k in g  R a m a  V. I t  is a lso  th e  m o st p o p u la r  a n d  w e ll-k n o w n  C h in e se  
tem p le  in  T h a ilan d . T h e  tem p le  has 22  M o n k s  a n d  180 n o v ic e s , th e  h ig h e s t n u m b e r  
am o n g  a ll th e  C h in e se  M a h ay an a  te m p le s  in  T ha iland . M a n g k o rn  te m p le  a lso  h a s  its 
o w n  h ig h  scho o l a n d  u n iv e rs ity  (P e rso n a l in te rv iew , 2009).

T he  fo u n d e r  o f  M an g k o rn  te m p le , th e  m o n k  S o k  H e n g  (Tf It  )  , a r r iv e d  in  
B a n g k o k  in  1862 , f le e in g  d isa s te r  a n d  a  w e a k e n e d  g o v e rn m e n t in  C h in a . T h e  O p iu m  
w ars o f  1 8 39 -1 842  a n d  1856-1860  h a d  b ro u g h t th e  Q in g  g o v e rn m e n t to  its  k n e e s  an d  
g rav e ly  a f fe c te d  th e  C h in ese  B u d d h is t e s tab lish m en t. S ok  H e n g  s ta y e d  a t a  S a la  n e x t 
to  W a t K u so lsa m a k h o rm  w h en  h e  f irs t  a rriv ed . H e  s ta r te d  h is  te a c h in g  o f  C h in e se  
M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  an d  a ttrac ted  m an y  peo p le . T h e  C h in e se  a ro u n d  th is  a re a  
d o n a ted  m o n e y  a n d  se t u p  a  tem p le  fo r  h im . A c c o rd in g  to  L u o  (1 9 9 9 ) , K in g  R a m a  th e  
V  d o n a ted  th e  la n d  to  S o k  H e n g  to  b u ild  th e  tem p le , a n d  o rd e re d  C h e n  T ia n  (Jit-Tv )

T em p le  in  C h in ese .

to help Sok Heng build the temple. There were many people willing to help and make
donations. It took eight years to build the temple and finally the construction was
finished in 1871 and was named Loan Lian Si, ) which means Dragon Lotus
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A  fam o u s  an ec d o te , re la te d  by  a  T hai m on k , P ra  K ru  S on gsa t, te lls  o f  th e  

a ss is ta n c e  S o k  H e n g  w as ab le  to  p ro v id e  K in g  R a m a  V. A  w ife  o f  th e  K in g  had  
d ro w n ed  a n d  h e r b o d y  co u ld  n o t b e  found . A  C h in ese  o ffic e r  to  the  K in g  su g g e s te d  
th a t S o k  H e n g  m ig h t ab le  to  h e lp  to  f in d  th e  b o d y  by  u s in g  h is fam o u s m e d ita tio n  
skills. S o k  H e n g ’s c h an tin g  lif ted  th e  b o d y  to  th e  su rfa c e  o f  th e  river. In  g ra ti tu d e  the  
T hai M o n a rc h  b e s to w e d  a  T h a i n a m e  u p o n  th e  m on k . H o w e v e r  s in ce  S o k  H e n g  w as 
th e  f irs t C h in e se  m o n k  th a t K in g  R a m a  V  n am ed , th e  K in g  h a d  so m e tro u b le  f in d in g  
an  a p p ro p ria te  n am e. E v e n tu a lly  th e  K in g  n am e d  h im  “ P ra a ja m je e n  
w a n g sa sa m o tiw a t” , o r  th e  C h in e se  m o n k  w h o  is n a m e d  b y  th e  p a lace  an d  g o o d  a t 
m e d ia tio n  ( P e rso n a l in te rv iew , 20 09 ).

T h e re  w e re  n u m ero u s  C h in e se  m o n k s th a t c am e  to  S iam  an d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
C h in ese  m o n k s  in c rea sed  s ig n ifican tly . O n  th e  13 A u g u s t 1899, P ray  a  P a sk o m w o n g  
su b m itted  a  le tte r  to  K in g  R a m a  V  to  a sk  fo r o ffic ia l re c o g n itio n  o f  th e  A n n a m e se  an d  
C h in ese  B u d d h is t sec ts in  T h a ilan d . T h e  K in g  a p p ro v e d  th e  re q u e s t a n d  a llo w e d  b o th  
A n n a m e se  an d  C h in ese  B u d d h is t sec ts  to  reg is te r  w ith  th e  M in is try  o f  C u ltu re  
(K o s ittan ak ia t, 2 0 0 5 :3 0 ). T h e  o ffic ia l n am e  o f  th e  sec t w a s  J in -N ik a i, as th e  C h in ese  
B u d d h is t w e re  f irs t k n o w n  in  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V.

T h e  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  w as v e ry  p ro sp e ro u s  u n d e r  th e  f irs t A b b o t a n d  seco n d  
a b b o t G u o  พ น  ( Id o -) . T h e  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s  w e re  w e ll re sp e c te d  an d  

re c e iv e d  S an g h a ti (m o n k ’s ro b e )fro m  th e  ro y a l fam ily . In  th e  re ig n  o f  K in g  R a m a  V I 
(1 9 1 0 -1 9 2 5 )  C h in e se  tem p le s  s ta r te d  to  lo se  th e ir  p o p u la r ity  a n d  th e  fo rtu n e s  o f  th e  
C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s dec lin ed . K in g  R a m a  V I d id  n o t su p p o rt C h in e se  in  th e  
sam e  w ay  as h is  fa ther. E th n ic  T h a i n a tio n a lism  a n d  an ti-C h in e se  se n tim e n t w e re  o n  
th e  rise. T h e  C h in e se  a lso  s ta r te d  to  fo u n d  n e w  k in d s  o f  C h in ese  a s so c ia tio n s  d u rin g  
th is  p e rio d . C h in e se  a sso c ia tio n s  s lo w ly  to o k  th e  p lace  o f  th e  C h in ese  te m p le  to  
b eco m e  th e  n e w  p la c e  fo r C h in e se  p e o p le  to  ga ther.

3 .1 .2  P h o m a n  T e m p le

I f  M a n g k o rn  te m p le  o v e rsa w  th e  fo u n d in g  p e r io d  o f  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  in  
T h a ila n d  th e n  P h o m a n  te m p le  c a n  b e  se e n  as p a r t o f  th e  se c o n d  w a v e  o f  p o p u la r ity
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fo r C h in ese  M a h ay an a  B u d d h ism . P h o m an  tem p le  (-f- FI -rf- ) w as b u il t  in  1961 and  

fu lly  c o m p le te d  in  1970 its fo u n d er, P h o ch aen g  M ah a th e ra f  ๆ ร '7f ) , w as to  b eco m e  
th e  s ix th  C h in ese  S u p rem e  P a tria rch . P h o ch aen g  m o v ed  to  T h a ilan d  in  1927 an d  
b eca m e  a  m o n k  in  T hailand . H e w en t back  to  C h in a  in o rd e r to  stu dy  an d  g a in  g rea te r  
k n o w led g e  o f  M ah ay an a  B u d d h ism . H e  b eco m e th e  19th lead er o f  L u (ru le )  Sec. H e  
b u ilt P u -R e n  T em p le  (4H —-tF )  in  1947 and  it b e c a m e  th e  firs t C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
tem p le  th a t w as ab le  to  p e rfo rm  th e  R efu g e  ce rem o n y  fo r th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  
m o n k s in  T h a ilan d . B e fo re  h im  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  m on ks h ad  to  g o  to  C h in a  to  
u n d e rtak e  th e  ce rem o n y  o f  rece iv in g  th e  R efug es. P h o ch aen g  b u ilt P h o m a n  te m p le  in  
1961.

3 .1 .3  O th er  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  T em p les

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  from  P h o m an  te m p le , th e re  are  o n ly  17 C h in ese  
M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  in  T h a ilan d . T h is  n u m b er is v e ry  lo w  c o n s id e rin g  th e  h ig h  n u m b e r 
o f  S in o -T h a is  in  th e  K in g d o m . A cc o rd in g  V e n e rab le  Z h e n  D u n  (%%%)'. o n e  o f  th e  
rea so n s  th a t th e  n u m b er o f  sh rin e s  are  h ig h e r th an  th e  n u m b er o f  C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  
te m p le s  is b ec a u se  th e  C h in e se  M ah ay an a  tem p le s  in  T h a ilan d  a re  u n d e r  th e  T h a i 
S a n g h a  L aw . W h en  a  n e w  C h in ese  M ah ay an a  te m p le  is g o in g  to  b e  b u il t in  th e  T h a i 
K in g d o m  it n eed s  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le ’ร S u p rem e  P a tr ia rc h  
in  o rd e r  to  reg is te r  th e  p la c e  as  a  T em ple . T h e  p ro c e ss  is co m p lic a te d  d u e  to  th e  
p o w e r  s tru g g le s  am o n g  th e  tem p le s  an d  in te rn a l po litic s . A ll o f  th e  o ffic ia l C h in e se  
M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  in  T h a ila n d  to d a y  w ere  fo u n d ed  b y  C h in ese -T h a i m o n k s. N o n e  o f  
th e  m o n k s  fro m  T a iw an , H o n g  K o n g , C h in a  h av e  b e e n  ab le  to  re g is te r  th e ir  tem p le  
u n d e r  th e  T h a i S an g h a  L a w  in  T h a ilan d . E v e n  th o u g h  th e re  are  m an y  u n re g is te re d  
C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  (co m m u n a l p laces o f  w o rsh ip ) in  T h a ila n d  th a t a re  
su p p o rte d  b y  C h in ese  fro m  m a in la n d  C h ina , an d  T a iw an , th o se  p laces  o f  w o rsh ip  are  
u n ab le  to  b e  reg is te red  a s  o ffic ia l T em ples. T h ey  h a v e  to  u se  d iffe re n t k in d s  o f  n am e. 
V en e ra b le  Z h e n  D u n  b u il t  th e  f irs t T a iw an ese  te m p le  in  S u k h u m v it so i 101 in  1980. 
T h e  te m p le  w as su p p o rted  b y  T eo ch iu s  an d  lay  p eo p le  fro m  T aiw an . T h e  p la c e  w as



28
n o t g ran ted  T em p le  s ta tu s  Si ( t P) in C h in ese  b u t o n ly  scho o l, ‘D o n g  S h an  X u e  Y u a n ’( 

^ .  lL ^  ) m ean in g  E as te rn -M o u n ta in  S cho o l. A n o th e r  tem p le  ‘F o  G u a n g  S h a n ’

in  R am a  IX  R d  is reg is te red  as an  “ In te rn a tio n a l B u d d h is t P ro g re ss  S ocie ty  
F o u n d a tio n ” . F o  G u a n g  S h an  w as fo u n d ed  by  V e n e rab le  M a s te r  X in  Y u n  an d  has 
m o re  th an  250  w o rld w id e  b ran ch es  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . In  20 0 8 , a f te r  12 y ea rs  o f  
s tru g g le , F o  G u an g  S h an  w as f ina lly  ab le  to  re g is te r  th e  tem p le  a s  “ In te rn a tio n a l 
B u d d h is t P ro g ress  S o c ie ty  A sso c ia tio n  o f  T h a ila n d  u n d e r  P a tro n a g e  o f  th e  S u p rem e  
P a tr ia rc h ” . T he  cu rren t a b b ess  M iao  S h en  )  said:

‘B ecau se  th e  w ay  w e try  to  a p p ro ach  lay  p eo p le  is d iffe re n t a n d  w e  a re  f ro m  a  
d iffe re n t sec t o f  B u d d h ism , w e  w ere  n o t ab le  to  b e  u n d er th e  se c t o f  C h in ese  
M a h a y a n a  B u d d h ism  in  T hailand . A cc o rd in g  to  th e  T h a i S an g h a  L a w  w e  c o u ld  n o t 
b e c o m e  a  tem p le  b ec a u se  w e w ere  n o t u n d e r  any  ex is tin g  T hai sec t. T h e  c o u n c il d id  
w an t to  m od ify  th e  L a w  to  ad d  an o th e r sect. W e d ec id ed  to  b e  u n d e r  th e  S an g h a  law  
a n d  a f te r  a  lo ng  p ro cess  w e  w ere  fina lly  ab le  to  m ak e  it h a p p e n  la s t year. T h e re  are  
o th e r  reaso n s th a t w e  w e re  n o t ab le  to  reg is te r  as  a  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  te m p le , partly  
b e c a u se  o f  fears  o f  c o m p e titio n  ov er lay  peo p le . T h e re  w ere  fea rs  th a t a tte n d a n c e  in  
th e  P h o m a n  tem p le  an d  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  w o u ld  d im in ish  i f  th e re  w e re  m o re  C h in ese  
M a h a y a n a  tem p le s  a ro u n d  ’(P e rso n a l in te rv iew , 2009).

P ic tu re  3.1 T h e  in n e r  ga te  o f  D o n g  S h a n  X u e  Y u an  

(S o urce : F ro m  D o n g  S h an  X u e  Y u an )
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P ic tu re  3 .2  T h e  a lte r  o f  D o n g  S h an  X u e  Y u an  

(S ource: F ro m  D o n g  S han  X u e  Y u an )

P ic tu re  3.3  T h e  C h in ese  N e w  Y ea r ce rem o n y  in  F o  G u a n g  Shan . 

(S ource: F ro m  F o  G u an g  S han )

P ic tu re  3 .4  T h e  C h in e se  N e w  Y ea r c e rem o n y  in  F o  G u an g  S han . 

(S o u rce : F ro m  F o  G u a n g  S h an  )



3 .2 . D e ities  in C h in e se  M a h a y a n a  T em p le
3 .2 .1 . D e itie s  in M a n g k o rn  T e m p le
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T a b le  3.1

T h e  d e itie s  in  M a n g k o rn  T em ple*

N a m e  o f  th e  d e ity F u n ctio n  o f  th e  d e ity R elig io n
S h ay k y am u n i B u d d h a T h e  fo u n d e r  o f  B u dd h ism . B u d d h ism

A m ita b a  B u d d h a A m ita b a  is th e  p rin c ip a l B u d d h a  in  
th e  P u re  lan d  sec t, a  b ra n c h  o f  
B u d d h ism  p rac tic ed  m a in ly  in  E a s t 
A sia.

B u d d h ism

M ed ic in e  B u d d h a T h e  B u d d h a  o f  h ea lin g  an d  
m ed ic in e . C h in ese  B u d d h is t re c ite  
th e  m a n tra  o f  th e  M ed ic in e  B u d d h a  
to  o v e rco m e  sickness. T he  
M ed ic in e  B u d d h a  is a lso  o f te n  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  tem p le  
ce rem o n ie s  fo r th e  peo p le  to  
tra n s fe rr in g  th e  m erit o r  m a k in g  
m erit.

B u d d h ism

M a itre y a  B u d d h a  
( » )

T h e  fu tu re  B u dd ha . A lso  c a lle d  th e  
lau g h in g  B u dd ha.

B u d d h ism ,

G u a n y in
(Jfe-f-)

T h e  G o d d ess  o f  m ercy . V ery  
p o p u la r  in  T h a ila n d  an d  ab le  to  f in d  
th e  im ag e  in  T h a i tem p les.

B u d d h ism

W eitu o  B o d h isa ttv a T h e  G u a rd ia n  o f  th e  F a ith -d e p ic te d  
as a  C h in e se  w a rrio r  c lad  in  g o ld e n  
arm o ur. W h ereas  th e  V a ja rs  an d  
H ea v e n ly  K in g s  p ro tec t th e  
d ev o tees , W e iT u o  is c h a rg e d  w ith  
k eep in g  th e  D h arm a( S ac red  
D o c tr in e )  i t s e lf  fro m  c o n ta m in a tio n  
o f  d e f ile m e n t (B lo fe ld , 1971 :23 ).

B u d d h ism

T h e  d e itie s  w ith o u t re fe re n c e  a re  w e ll k n o w n  am o n g  C h in ese .
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F o u r D eva- K in g s T h e  p ro tec to rs  o f  B u d d h ism . B u d d h ism

18A rhats
(~F A .gb 'H )

T h ey  w ere  d isc ip le s  o f  th e  B u d d h a  
w h o  h ad  re a liz e d  th e  m ean in g  o f  
th e  F o u r  T ru th s  an d  co m p le te ly  
freed  th em se lv es  fro m  th e  cy c le s  o f  
c a u se  an d  effect.

B u d d h ism

P a tria rch  B o d h id h a rm a B o d h id h a rm a  w as th e  B u d d h is t 
m o n k  fro m  so u th e rn  In d ia  an d  
c re d ite d  w ith  b r in g in g  Z e n  to  
C h ina .

B u d d h ism

S ix th  P a tr ia rc h  H u in en g
C T iü -â ilL )

H u in e n g  (6 3 8 -7 1 3  C E ) is th e  s ix th  
P a tr ia rc h  o f  th e  m ed ita tion- 
trad itio n .

B u d d h ism

W en ch an g  D iJu n  
C f c i - f r j g - )

T h e  g re a t E m p e ro r  o f  L ite ra ry  
T h riv in g . O ften  w o rsh ip p e d  by  
sc h o la rs , a lso  v e ry  p o p u la r  am o n g  
th e  s tu d en ts  b e fo re  ex am s, p a ren ts  
o f te n  p ray  fo r th e ir  c h ild  to  h av e  
b e tte r  sco res  in  sch o o l (H o n g  K o n g  
T a o ism  A sso c ia tio n ).

T a o ism

F u  D e  C i (D a  B o  G o n g )
{ พ k M )  (A 'fâ 'A -)

In  C h in a  w o rsh ip p ed  as th e  ea rth  
g o d , to  p ro te c t th e  fa m ily ’s hea lth . 
In  so u th e a s t C h in a , w o rsh ip p e d  as 
th e  g o d  o f  sea.

T a o ism , F o lk  
re lig io n

C h en g H u an g Y e  
( ^  P i t )

T h e  G o d  w h o  reco rd s  p e o p le ’s 
g o o d  a n d  b a d  deed s, a n d  d ec id e s  
w h e th e r  o n e  w ill go  to  h e a v e n  o r 
h e ll (A b o u t Y u F en g G o n g , 2 0 0 5 )

T a o ism

T aiS u iy e
( i v i ^ i f )

T h e  G o d  o f  L u ck , w h o  co n tro ls  
p e o p le ’s fo rtu n e  an d  m isfo rtu n e . I t 
IS v e ry  im p o rta n t fo r  p e o p le  
w o rsh ip  d u rin g  th e ir  b a d  lu c k  year.

T a o ism

C a iS h en Y e
( m t  M-)

T h e  G o d  o f  w ea lth . T h e re  a re  m an y  
d iffe re n t g o ds o f  w ea lth , a c c o rd in g  
to  re g io n  a n d  o ccu p a tio n .

T a o ism

H u a tu o
(3M $)

T h e  G o d  o f  m ed ic ine . P e o p le  
w o rsh ip  it  fo r  h ea lin g  a n d  in  
s ick ness.

T a o ism , F o lk  
re lig io n
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B e n to u G o n g m a G o d d e ss  o f  land. P eo p le  pray  for 

g o o d  lu ck , safe ty . V ery  p o p u la r  
a m o n g  T eo ch iu s  (P e rso n a l 
in te rv iew , 2009).

T ao ism , F o lk  
re lig io n ,
P o p u la r  in  sou th  
C h in a

G o n g P o M u
( '>  i -# )

T h e  G o d  to  p ro te c t th e  ch ild ren . 
M o re  p o p u la r  in  th e  so u th  o f  C h in a  
e sp e c ia lly  am o n g  th e  T eo ch iu s. In 
T e o c h iu s ’s cu ltu re , a f te r  th e  b ir th  o f  
a  c h ild  th e  p a ren ts  w ill p lace  the  
im ag e  o f  G o n g p o m u  a n d  p ray  for 
th e  c h i ld ’s h ea lth  an d  sa fe ty  un til 
th e  c h ild  reach es  th e  ag e  o f  15, th en  
th ey  w ill s to p  p ray in g  (C a i, 2006).

T ao ism , F o lk  
re lig io n , P o p u la r  
in  so u th  C h in a

Y u eL ao
( ^ )

T h e  G o d  o f  m arriag e . P e o p le  w ill 
go  a n d  p ray  i f  th ey  w a n t to  g e t 
m a rr ie d  an d  th e  p a ren ts  a lso  pray  
fo r  th e ir  ch ild ren  fo r  a  g o o d  partner. 
I f  o n e  a lread y  has b o y fr ie n d  o r 
g ir lfr ie n d  can  o ffe r  flow ers. I f  one 
is  w ith o u t a  p a r tn e r  th e y  can  o ffe r  
re d  dates.

T ao ism

D aS h e n g  fo z h u T h e  m a in  ch a ra c te r  o f  a  fam o u s 
n o v e l Jou rn ey  to  the w e s t  a  
m o n k ey . P eo p le  b e lie v e  th a t by  
p ra y in g  to  it th e  c h ild re n  w ill b e  
w ell b eh av ed . O n e  o f te n  b rin g s  
b a n a n a s  as o ffe rin g  (P e rso n a l 
in te rv iew , 2009).

T ao ism , fo lk  
re lig io n

Z h u S h e n g  N ia n g n ia n g T h e  G o d  o f  B ab ies. W o m en  
w a n tin g  to  h av e  a  b ab y  w ill co m e 
to  p ray . B y  o ffe rin g  th e  w h ite  
f lo w e r  w ill h e lp  o n e  to  g a in  a  bab y  
b o y  a n d  red  o r p in k  f lo w e r w ill h e lp  
o n e  to  g a in  a  bab y  g irl. A fte r  one  
g a in s  a  b ab y  th ey  m u s t g o  b a c k  to  
th e  tem p le  an d  m ak e  th e  o ffe rin g  
a g a in  w h en  th e  b ab y  is o n e  m o n th  
old. O n e  can  b r in g  fo u r  k in d s  o f  
fru it, ch ick en  so u p  c o o k e d  w ith  
se sa m e  o il, o il r ic e  a n d  flow ers.

T a o ism
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G u an d i T h e  G o d  o f  w ar, d u rin g  the  period  

w h en  th e  sec re t so c ie ty  still ex is ted  
p eo p le  use  G u an d i as a  sym b ol to  
a ttra c t peo p le  to  jo in  th e  society . It 
is a lso  the  G o d  o f  w ea lth , a  lo t o f  
m erch an ts  w o rsh ip  it.

T ao ism , fo lk  
re lig ion .

H u o  S h en g  
( * . # )

T h e  G o d  o f  fire. In  th e  w est and  
so u th  o f  C h in a  p eo p le  b e liev e  th a t 
b y  w o rsh ip p in g  th e  G o d  o f  fire  th ey  
w ill b e  ab le  to  g a in  w ea lth  and  
b le ss in g  for th e  fam ily .

F o lk  re lig ion .

T a i Y in
( * .& )

T h e  m oo n  G o dd ess. T h e  o rig inal 
n am e  is C h an g er(  4$,)who sto le  
h e r  h u sb a n d ’s e lix ir  o f  im m o rta lity  
a n d  w en t to  th e  m o o n  a f te r  she  to o k  
th e  m edicine .

F o lk  re lig io n

T a i Y an g  
( « )

T h e  G o d  o f  รนท F o lk  re lig io n

J iu  H u a n g P ra y e d  to  fo r  g o o d  lu ck  an d  to T ao ism , F o lk
( & 1 ) red u ce  m isfo rtu n e  an d  g a in  m erit. re lig io n . P o p u la r  

in  so u th  C h in a
* T h e  d e itie s  w ith o u t re fe ren ce  are  w ell k n o w n  am o n g  th e  C h in ese .

M an g k o rn  te m p le , is n o t ex c lu s iv e ly  a  B u d d h is t p lace  o f  w o rsh ip , w ith  
T a o ism , S h in , C o n fu c ian , an d  fo lk  sh rines in  th e  tem p le . T h is m ix tu re  o f  sh r in e s  is 
ty p ic a l o f  C h in ese  re lig io u s  p rac tice , w h ich  o f te n  req u ires  th e  h o n o u rin g  o f  d iffe re n t 
d e itie s  o n  sp ec ific  re lig io u s  ho lidays. T he  re lig io u s  sy n th esis  c a n  b e  se e n  as p a r t o f  
th e  C h in e se  im m ig ran t cu ltu re : “ O n  go in g  o v e rsea s  to  th e  N a n y a n g  th e  C h in e se  to o k  
w ith  th e m  th e ir  re lig io u s  b e lie fs . B e  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  B u d d h ism , T a o ism , o r 
C o n fu c ia n ism  effec tiv e  o r  o ss ified , th e re  can  b e  n o  d o u b t a t a ll th a t  th e  w o rld  o f  
sp rits , d em o n s, gods an d  h e ro es  is still a  v e ry  rea l th in g  to  th e  m a jo rity  o f  C h in ese  an d  
g o es  w ith  th em  w h e rev e r  th e y  go  (P u rce ll, 1 9 6 5 :4 7 ).”  In  th e  c a se  o f  M a n g k o rn  
te m p le , th e  re lig io u s  m ix tu re  a lso  serv es th e  p u rp o se  o f  fac ilita tin g  sp ir itu a l p rac tice , 
s in ce  a  w o rsh ip p e r  c a n  f in d  a ll th e  n eed ed  d e itie s  in  o n e  lo ca tio n . A  42  y e a rs  o ld  
co m p a n y  m an ag er in te rv ie w e d  s ta ted  that:

T  am  fro m  th e  so u th  o f  T hailand . O ften  I h a v e  to  p ray  to  o n e  p a r tic u la r  go d  
o n  o n e  p a rtic u la r  date. In  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  it g a th e rs  a ll th e  g o d s  th a t  I w a n t to  p ray  
to , so  it m ak es  it v e ry  ea sy  fo r  m e. M y  en tire  fam ily  a ll cam e  to  th is  te m p le  to  
w o rsh ip  so  w e  do  n o t n e e d  to  go  b ack  to  th e  te m p le  in  th e  S o u th .’



A cco rd in g  to  a  C h in ese  te ach e r  o f  th e  n o v ices  in M a n g k o m  tem p le , m an y  
p eo p le  co m e to  th e  tem p le  becau se  o f  th e  fo rtu n e  te llers. F o rtu n e  te lle rs  ad v ise  th e  
p eo p le  w h ich  go d  th a t th e  peo p le  have  to  p ray  in  o rd e r to  g e t w h a t th ey  need . O ften  
th éy  su g g es t th a t each  p e rso n  need s to  p ray  to  d iffe ren t god. T h e  p eo p le  co m e  to  th e  
M a n g k o m  tem p le  an d  m ak e  a  w ish , to  g e t r id  o f  b ad  lu ck  o r m an y  o th e r  th in gs. A fte r  
th e ir  w ish es  com e tru e  th ey  w ill hav e  to  re tu rn  to  th e  tem p le  an d  m a k e  o ffe rin g s  to  th e  
g o d  in  g ra titu d e  fo r an sw e rin g  th e ir  p rayers .

80%  o f  th e  p eo p le  w ho  a tte n d  th e  tem p le  are  T eo c h iu s  a c co rd in g  to  th e  
m o n k s  in  th e  M a n g k o m  tem p le . T h is ex p la in s  w h y  M an g k o rn  te m p le  d o es  n o t h av e  
d e itie s  w o rsh ip p ed  b y  o th e r  d ia lec t g ro u p s , fo r  ex am p le  th e  g o d d ess  o f  th e  M ach u , 
p o p u la r  w ith  H o k k ie n s  a n d  S hu i w eiN ai ng( 7jc /4  41 )  an  im p o rta n t g o d d e sse s  fo r  th e  

H a in a n e se  (L ee, 2 0 03 ).
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3 .2 .2 . D e itie s  in P h o m a n  tem p le

T a b le  3 .2
D eities in P h o m a n  T em p le

D e ity F u n ctio n  o f  th e  D e ity R e lig io n
S h ay k y am u n i B u d d h a (as in  M a n g k o m  tem p le )
A m ita b a  B u d d h a
M e d ic in e  B u d d h a
M a itre y a  B u d d h a
G u a n y in
W e itu o  B o d h isa ttv a
P u x ia n  B o d h isa ttv a
( « « )

In  S an sk rit is a lso  k n o w n  
as S am an th ab h ad ra  
B o d h isa ttv a , w h ic h  m ean s 
u n iv ersa l k in d n e ss , 
a sso c ia ted  w ith  ac tion . T he  
r ig h t-h an d  re ta in e r  o f  
S ak y am u n i B u d d h a .
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W e n sh u  B o d h isa ttv a

( X  ส ^  i§ )

K n o w n  as M an ju sri the 
L o rd  o f  w isd o m . T he  left- 
han d  re ta in e r  o f  
S ak y am u n i B u dd ha. T he 
im ag e  o f te n  h o ld in g  a 
sw o rd , m ean s  u s in g  th e  
sw o rd  o f  w isd o m  to  cut 
aw ay  w o rry  a n d  troub les. 
O ften  d e p ic te d  r id in g  a 
iion.

B u d d h ism

D iz h a n g  B o d h isa ttv a
( ± i h â « )

K s itig a rb h a  fam o u s fo r his 
v o w  n o t to  a ch iev e  
B u d d h a h o o d  u n til a ll he lls  
are  em p tied . T h is  su tra  is 
o ften  ch a n te d  d u rin g  th e  
A n c e s to r  w o rsh ip  
ce rem o n ies

F o u r  D ev a- K in g s A s in  M a n g k o m  tem p le
Z h u  S hi F o u n d e r  o f  P h o m a n  tem p le
(fS-éilB

C o m p ared  to  M a n g k o m  tem p le , P h o m a n  tem p le  h as  fe w e r  d e itie s  an d  th e y  a re  
a ll B u d d h is t. T h e  te m p le  p rac titio n e rs  a re  a lso  d iffe ren t, th ey  m a in ly  a tten d  th e  te m p le  
fo r  re lig io u s  c e re m o n ie s , ra th e r  th an  fo rtu n e  te llin g  an d  w ish  m ak in g .

1  H r U U M
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3 .3 . T em p le  re lig io u s cerem o n ies

3 .3 .1  C h a n tin g

T h ere  are  s ig n ifican t d iffe ren ces  b e tw e e n  C h in ese  ch a n tin g  an d  T h a i ch an tin g . 
C h in ese  c h an tin g  u ses  v a rio u s  in s tru m en ts  an d  th e  ch a n tin g  is in  S an sk rit an d  
C h inese . T h e  b a s ic  ch an ts  are M an tra s , th e  In cen se  A n th e m  a n d  S utras. T h is  ap p lie s  
to  th e  b o th  te m p le s  w h ich  u se  th e  sam e  p ray e r bo ok s. A ll th e  p ra y e r  b o o k s  a re  in  
C h in ese , w ith  T h a i tran s lite ra tio n s  a lo ng side .

a. C o n ten ts  o f  th e  ch a n tin g

T h ere  are  th re e  m a in  p arts  in  th e  ce rem o n ies . T h e re  a re  th e  A n th e m , th e  
M a n tra  an d  th e  Sutra. T h e  A n th em  is v e ry  sh o rt b u t th e  c h a n tin g  sp eed  is v e ry  s low . 
O ften , th e  sam e  w o rd  is  rep ea ted , a n d  ex tra  sou nd s are  a d d e d  a f te r  e a c h  w o rd - fo r  
ex am p le  A  Y A  Y A . T h ere  are  m an y  k in d s  o f  an th em , w h ic h  a re  o f te n  c h a n te d  a t th e  
b eg in n in g  a n d  en d in g  o f  th e  ce rem o n y .

T he  M a n tra  is th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  B u d d h a  in  S a n sk rit b u t tra n s lite ra te d  in to  
C h inese . T h e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  M a n tra  d o es  n o t hav e  a  m e a n in g  in  th e  C h in ese  
lan g u ag e , e m p h as is  is p laced  o n  th e  a c tu a l sou nd s w h ic h  a re  b e lie v e d  to  co n ta in  
p o w er an d  sp iritu a l energy . E a c h  m a n tra  has a  d iffe ren t ty p e  o f  p o w er an d  as  su ch  
m o n k s an d  lay  p eo p le  o ften  ch an t d iffe re n t ty p e  o f  M a n tra  fo r  d iffe re n t p u rp o se s .

In  c o n tra s t to  th e  M an tra s , th e  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  S u tras  hav e  m ean in g s . T h ey  
are  th e  te ach in g s  o f  th e  B u d d h a  a n d  th e y  are  o ften  sp eech es  th a t  B u d d h a  g a v e  to  h is  
d isc ip les . T he  S u tras  are  o ften  in  th e  fo rm  o f  s to ries, s ta r tin g  w ith  “  A s I h a v e  h e a rd  

. In  b o th  M a n g k o m  tem p le  an d  P h o m a n  tem p le  m o s t o f  th e  p rac titio n e rs  a re  n o t 
ab le  to  read  C h in e se  an d  th e  S u tra  ju s t  b eco m es  sound . In  th e se  tem p le s  th e  so u n d  o f  
th e  S u tra  is a  m ix tu re  o f  5 d iffe ren t k in d  o f  C h in ese  d ia lo g u e  lan g u ag es: C a n to n e se , 
H a k k a , H a in an ese  5 H o k k ien  , T eo ch iu . A lth o u g h  th e  m o n k s  a n d  lay p e rso n s  
m e m o riz e d  th e  S u tras  a lm o st p e rfe c tly  th ey  do  n o t k n o w  th e  m ea n in g s  o f  th e  S u tras .

E v e n  so, w h en  th e  p eo p le  w h o  a tten d  te m p le  d o  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m e a n in g s  
o f  th e  su tras , th ey  still b e liev e  th a t ch a n tin g  b ro u g h t so m e  p o s itiv e  e f fe c t fo r  th em . 
T h is  d o es  n o t o n ly  ap p ly  to  th e  C h in e se , T h a is  a lso  a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  c h a n tin g  w h ic h



is a lso  p ra c tic e d  in  T hai B u d d h ism . ‘C h an tin g  in  a ll re lig io n s  is a  p a rt o f  sa c re d  ritu a l, 
in te rw o v en  w ith  h u m a n  cu ltu re . V ib ra tio n s  fro m  c h a n tin g  can  p o ten tia lly  h ea l. S o u n d  
v ib ra tio n s  a ffe c t h u m an s o n  p h y s ic a l, m en ta l, e m o tio n a l a n d  sp iritua l lev e l 
(บ m av ijan i, 2 0 0 9 :5 )’. C h a n tin g  a t th e  tem p les  is a tte n d e d  by  a  b ro ad  c ro ss  se c tio n  o f  
p rac titio n e rs , n o t ju s t  e th n ic  C h in e se  an d  n o t ju s t  fem a le , a s  is th e  c a se  in  o th e r  tem p le  
function s. T h ere  w as o n e  y o u n g  m a le  u n iv e rs ity  s tu d e n t w h o  a tten d ed  th e  ce rem o n y  
in  P h o m a n  tem p le . H e  ru sh e d  to  te m p le  fro m  h is u n iv e rs ity  still in  h is  u n ifo rm . H e  
said:

T  lik e  th e  so u n d  o f  th e  c h a n tin g  v e ry  m uch . I re a lly  en jo y  c h a n tin g  a n d  it 
m akes m e  fee l v e ry  good . I o n ly  k n o w  th e  m ean in g s  o f  fe w  o f  th e  w o rd s  in  th e  su tra  
b u t I a m  lea rn in g  it w o rd  by  w o rd . ’

M o n k s  o f te n  lead  th e  lay  p eo p le  d u rin g  th e  ch an tin g . M o n k s n e e d  to  
m em o rise  th e  ch an tin g . T h e  lay  p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  ch a n tin g  do  n o t n e c e ssa r ily  
n eed  to  m em o rise  th e  ch an tin g . M o s t o f  th e  lay  p e o p le  w h o  a tte n d  th e  te m p le  o f te n  
b e liev e  th a t b y  a tten d in g  th e  c e re m o n y  it  w ill h e lp  th e m  o r  o th e rs  to  g a in  m erit. T h e  
M o n k ’s R u le  p ro h ib its  th e  e n jo y m e n t o f  m u sic , c h a n tin g  so u n d s lik e  m u s ic , b u t  is 
c o n s id e red  sep ara te . ‘C h a n tin g  is a b le  to  c lean  o u r  b o d y  a n d  m ind . B y  c h a n tin g  o u r 
b o d y  is d o in g  r ig h t a c tio n  a n d  o u r  m in d  w ill n e e d  to  b e  co n cen tra ted . O n e  n e e d s  to  
hav e  a  g o o d  in te n tio n  an d  w e  a lso  n e e d  to  ca lm  o u r h e a r t d u rin g  ch an tin g . B e c a u se  o f  
th a t, c h an tin g  in d e e d  h e lp s us g a in  m e rit b y  c le a n in g  o u r  m in d , bo d y , a n d  m o u th  
(C h en , 2 0 0 2 )’ . T h e  G ra n d  B u d d h is t T rip ita k a  s ta te s  b y  c h an tin g  “ B o d y  w ill n o t g e t 
tired , w ill n o t fo rg e t w h a t y o u  rem e m b e re d , w ill n o t g e t tire d  in  m in d , a b le  to  k e e p  
y o u r  v o ice , w ill b e  easy  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  lan g u ag e  a n d  su tra .” (D a  Z e n g  Z a n g ,
V o l,2 3  p ,2 6 9 )

A c c o rd in g  to  a n  in te rv ie w  w ith  V e ra b le  H u i X i:

‘C h a n tin g  is n o t ju s t  to  re a d  o u t fro m  y o u r  m o u th  b u t  a lso  need s  co n c e n tra tio n . I t  w ill 
h e lp  y o u  to  b e  ab le  to  h av e  R ig h t M in d fu ln e ss  a n d  R ig h t  C o n cen tra tio n , a n d  b y  
h av in g  th e  R ig h t M in d fu ln e ss  an d  R ig h t C o n c e n tra tio n  th e n  w ill h e lp  o n e  g a in  
w isd o m  an d  th e n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  m ea n in g s  o f  th e  S u tras’.
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b. L e a r n in g  h o w  to C h a n t

In  b o th  tem p le s  th e  sen io r  m o n k s o ften  in s tru c t the  no v ice  m o n k s  in  th e  p ro p er 
m e th o d s  o f  ch an tin g . T h ese  te ch n iq u e s  are  an c ien t, h an d ed  do w n  fro m  o n e  g en e ra tio n  
to  th e  n ex t o v e r  h u n d red s  o f  years . Y o u n g  m o n k s  n e e d  to  learn  h o w  to  c h a n t an d  
m em o rize  th e  u se  o f  in s tru m en ts  by  heart. A c c o rd in g  to  the  m o n k s a t P h o m a n  
tem p le  th ey  u se  a  fo n t!  o f  n o ta tio n  o n  th e  ed g es  o f  th e ir  p ray er bo ok s. A  ty p e  o f  crib  
n o te  th a t th ey  a re  n o t a llo w e d  to  sh o w  to  laym en .

T h e  g en e ra l p o p u la r ity  o f  th e  ch an tin g  v e ry  m u c h  has p ro d u ced  C D s an d  tap es  
th a t a re  so ld  o n  th e  s tree ts  o f  C h in a  tow n . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o n k s th o se  C D  a n d  tap es 
a re  n o t m a d e  b y  m o n k  b u t b y  lay  p eo p le  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e  ce rem o n ies  o f te n  en o u g h  to  
m ak e  th e  m u sic  an d  c h an tin g  a n d  w h o  p ro d u ce  th e  p ro d u c ts  fo r  sale.

c. C h a n tin g  In stru m en ts
T h e re  a re  m an y  d iffe re n t k in d s o f  in s tru m en ts  in  C h in ese  M a h a y a n a  

B u d d h ism  e sp ec ia lly  w h e n  th e y  sp read  in to  T h a ilan d . T he  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  in s tru m e n t 
is to  m ak e  th e  ch a n tin g  so u n d  in  order. In s tru m en ts  a re  u sed  to  k eep  th e  rh y th m , th e  
sp eed  o f  th e  ch a n tin g  re g u la r  a n d  to  h e lp  ev e ry o n e  to  ch an t a t th e  in  un iso n . M o s t o f  
th e  in s tru m en ts  h av e  a  c le a r  sou nd . T he  in s tru m en ts  im p ro v e  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  th e  
ce rem o n y  a n d  lay  p eo p le  p ay  in  m o re  a tten tio n  to  th e  ce rem o ny  w h e n  th e re  w e re  
m o re  in s tru m en ts .

P ic tu re  3 .5  L a rg e  B e ll

(S o u rce : T a k e n  b y  th e  a u th o r  a t P h o m a n  te m p le  A u g  20 08 )

A ^ C h ’ing , L a rg e  b e ll/g o n g  a lw ay s p la c e d  o n  th e  rig h t h an d  s id e  o f  th e  tab le . 
T h e  C h ’in g  le ad s  th e  sp e e d  o f  th e  ch a n tin g  an d  a lso  m ark s  th e  c h a n g in g  o f  chan ting .
I t c a n  b e  m a n y  d iffe re n t s izes. T h e  b ig g e r  s izes  h a v e  a  lo w er (d eep e r)  so u n d . I t  o f te n  
m ark s  th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  su tra  a n d  a lso  s ig n ifie s  th e  m o m en ts  fo r th e  la y m e n  to  bo w .
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P ic tu re  3 .6  W o o d -f ish

(S ource: T a k e n  b y  th e  a u th o r a t P h o m a n  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

A  A  W o o d -fish  a lso  can  b e  m an y  d iffe re n t sizes. T he  b ig g e r  w o o d -f ish  h as  a  
lo w er tone . It m ark s e a c h  w o rd , to  m ak e  su re  e v e ry o n e  ch an ts  at th e  sa m e  speed . I t is 
to  se ts  th e  rh y th m  fo r  chan ting .

5 1 #  H an d  b e ll/g o n g  is s tru ck  a c c o rd in g  th e  d rum , in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e
sutra.

U se d  d u rin g  th e  d iffe re n t ch ap te rs  o f  su tra  a n d  a lso  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  sutra .

U se d  fo r  th e  lay m en  to  bow .

#  T iao  C h u n g , S u sp en s io n  b e ll is p a ire d  w ith  a la rg e  d ru m . U se d  w ith  th e  
d ru m , a n d  a lso  in  th e  b e g in n in g , m id d le  b reak , a n d  en d  o f  th e  su tra .

A f i D r u m  w ill b e  h i t  in  th e  b e g in n in g  an d  en d in g  o f  th e  su tra . I t  w ill le t th e  
p e o p le  k n o w  th a t th e  ch a n tin g  is g o in g  to  s ta r t an d  a lso  in  th e  m id d le  b re a k  o f  th e  
su tra . I t is a lso  a  m a in  in s tru m e n t to  lin k  th e  en tire  ce rem o n y , k e e p in g  c o n tin u ity  an d  
a v o id in g  b reak s  an d  s ilences. I t a lso  ab le  to  le a d  th e  ce rem o n y  in to  its  h ig h  em o tio n a l 
p ic k  b y  th e  seed  o f  th e  d ru m . I t  c a n  sa id  th a t  it 's  a  m o s t d iff ic u lt in s tru m e n t to  b e  p lay  
w ell.

I^ S m a ll  C y m b a l

U se  b o th  h an d s  to  p lay . W h e n  n o t u se d  it is p la c e d  in  fro n t o f  th e  c h e s t 

êà. C y m b al 

^  G o ng
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d. S p e c ia l In stru m en t

H an d  b e ll n o rm ally  w ill b e  h e ld  b y  th e  m o n k  w h o  se rv es as th e  m a s te r  o f  
c e rem o n y , it is b e lie v e d  th a t th e  so u n d  c a n  b e  h ea rd  by  th e  B o d h isa ttv as .

##■  D u lc im er 5 ะ- Ch i ne s e  F id d le  an d  a lso  (°& Dft)T ru m p e t are  v ery  sp ec ia l 
in s tru m en ts  fo r  C h in e se  M ah ay  an a  tem p le . It seem s on ly  p o p u la r  in  th e  T e o c h iu  area. 
T h e  m o n k s do  n o t p lay  th e  in s tru m en ts  b u t h ire  th e  m u sic ian s  d u rin g  th e  spec ia l 
ce rem o n ies . I t is a lso  p o ss ib ly  a  m ix tu re  o f  T ao ism  a n d  B u d d h ism . T h e  D u lc im e r  w as 
in tro d u c e d  to  C h in a  fro m  Q in g  fro m  M in g  p e r io d  13 68 -1 644  fro m  P ers ia . T he  
C h in e se  F id d le  is a  tra d itio n a l C h in ese  in s tru m en t.

M an g k o rn  a n d  P h o m a n  tem p le  h ire  m u sic ian s  to  p lay  a t sp ec ia l ce rem o n ies . 
T h e re  is on ly  o n e  tro u p e  o f  m u sic ian s  in  B a n g k o k  cap a b le  o f  p lay in g  th e  in s tru m en ts , 
an d  th is  tro u p e  w o rk s  a t b o th  tem p les. T h e  m u sic ian s  p lay  th e  sam e  sty le  o f  m u s ic  in  
a ll th e  tem p les  a n d  sh rin es. F o u r  o f  th e  g ro u p  m em b ers  p lay  fid d le , tru m p e t, 
d u lc im er, and  d rum . T h e  le ad e r  sa id  th a t h e  h as  b een  w o rk in g  in  th e  tem p le  b u s in e ss  
fo r  4 years . T hey  go  to  m a n y  d iffe re n t C h in e se  tem p le s  a n d  sh rin es  a ro u n d  T h a ilan d . 
T h e  le ad e r  p lay s d u lc im e r, he  le a rn e d  h o w  to  p lay  th e  in s tru m e n t in  C h ina . H e  is n o t 
w illin g  to  te ach  a n y o n e  b e c a u se  h e  w o rr ie s  th a t h e  w ill c rea te  an o th e r  c o m p e tito r  w h o  
m ig h t tak e  o v e r h is  b u s in e ss . T h e  m u s ic ia n  w h o  p lay  th e  C h in e se  F id d le  le a rn e d  h o w  
to  p lay  from  a  te a c h e r  a n d  h e  u se d  to  h e lp  th e  fam ily  b u s in e ss  b e fo re  h e  s ta r te d  to  
p lay  th e  in s tru m en t fo r  th e  tem p les . H e  h as  b e e n  w o rk in g  as  a  m u s ic ia n  fo r  4  y ears .



T he d ru m m e r w ho  p lay ed  in  P h o m an  tem p le  w as a  v o lu n teer. H e  u se d  to  s tay  
in  th e  tem p le  w h e n  h e  w as y o u n g  an d  le a rn ed  h o w  to  p lay  th e  d ru m  w h ile  he  w as  in  
th e  tem p le . H e  is a  d riv er, w h en  h e  has free  tim e  he  o ften  co m es  to  th e  tem p le  to  
p rac tic e  d ru m  a n d  o ften  he lps d u rin g  th e  spec ia l ce rem o n ies.

P ic tu re  3 .7  T h e  m u s ic ia n  w h o  p lays d u lc im e r o u t so u rces  b y  th e  M a n g k o m  tem p le . 
H e  is a lso  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  team .

(S o urce : T ak en  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o rn  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

P ic tu re  3 .8  T h e  m u s ic ia n  w h o  p lays tru m p et.

(S o urce : T ak en  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

P ic tu re  3 .9  T h e  m u s ic ia n  w h o  p lay s  C h in e se  fidd le .

(S o urce : T ak en  b y  th e  au th o r  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 )
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P ic tu re  3 .8  T h e  m u sic ian  w h o  p lay s  D ru m .

(S o urce : T a k e n  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

3 .3 .2 . D a ily  S erv ice
a. M o rn in g  S erv ice

G en e ra lly  th e se  rite s  b e g in  lo n g  b e fo re  d aw n . M o rn in g  se rv ice  n e e d s  to  b e  
h e ld  b e fo re  th e  sun rise . I t s ta rts  w ith  In cen se  A n th e m  P a o  T ing  to  o f fe r  th e  in c e n se  
an d  th e n  is fo llo w e d  b y  th e  S u ra m g a m a  M a n tra  w h ic h  is th e  lo n g e s t a n d  th e  m o s t 
p o w erfu l M an tra . I t  is b e lie v e d  th a t th e  S u ram g am a  M a n tra  is ab le  to  d e fe a t th e  dev il. 
T h en  th ey  fo llo w  th e  T en  S h o rte r  M a n tra s  an d  th e n  th e  H e a rt su tra .

b. E v en in g  S erv ice
In  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  th e re  a b o u t 100 m o n k s a n d  n o v ice s  an d , 2 0  to  3 0  la y m e n  

p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  ev en in g  serv ice . M o n k s , n o v ices  a rriv e  a t 3 :4 5 p m  a n d  lin e  u p  a lo n g  
o f  b o th  s id es  o f  th e  a is le , fa c in g  e a c h  o th e r  in  f ro n t o f  th e  m a in  B u d d h a  im ag e . T h ey  
tu rn  to  face  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e , b o w , th e n  tu rn  to  fa c e  th e  a is le  ag a in . T h e  p e o p le , 
m ain ly  fe m a le s , s it o n  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  h av in g  re m o v e d  th e ir  sho es. T h e  p la c e  o f  
ch a n tin g  is in  s id e  th e  m a in  hall. T h e  M o n k s , n o v ices  a re  p o s itio n e d  in  th e  f ro n t, c lo se  
to  th e  B u d d h a  im ag e , sep a ra ted  f ro m  th e  lay m en  b y  a  s tr in g , w h ic h  p re v e n ts  p e o p le  
fro m  e n te rin g  th e  m a in  space.
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T h e  ev en in g  c h an tin g  c o m m en ces  w ith  th e  in cen se  an th em  L u X ia n g  th en  the  

A m itabh a  Sutra , w h ich  d e sc r ib e s  ab o u t th e  b eau ty  o f  th e  W este rn  P u re  lan d  th a t 
A m ita b h a  B u d d h a  in hab its . T h e se  a re  fo llo w e d  b y  th e  F o o d  b es to w a l a fte r  M en gsh an  
w h ich  is a  sm all ce rem o n y  fo r  g iv in g  fo o d  to  th e  sp irits . A c c o rd in g  to  V e n e ra b le  H ui 
X i o n ce  th e  tem p le  s ta rts  th e  c e re m o n y  they  m u st p e rfo rm  it ev e ry d ay  w ith o u t fa il 
b e c a u se  a ll th e  sp irits  w ill b e  w a itin g  in  th e  tem p le .

(S o urce : T a k e n  b y  th e  a u th o r  a t  P h o m a n  T em p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

P ic tu re  3 .1 2  T h e  F o o d  B e s to w a l a f te r  M e n g sh a n  ce re m o n y , th e  m o n k  p u t f e w  d ro p  o f  
r ic e  to  m a k e  o ffe r  to  th e  sp rits.
(S o u rce : T a k e n  by  th e  au th o r  a t  P h o m a n  T em p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )
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3 .3 .3 . S p ec ia l c erem o n ie s
B o th  o f  th e  tem p le s  h o ld  so m e  specia l re lig io u s  ce rem o n ies  d u rin g  th e  year. 

T he  m o s t im p o rtan t o n e  is th e  บ น am b an a  fe stiv a l an d  the  v eg e ta r ian  fe s tiv a l an d  in  
b o th  te m p le s  th ey  a lso  h o ld  th e ir  o w n  ce rem o n y  o f  tak in g  the  T rip le  R e fu g e  
ce rem o n y .

a. U lla m b a n a  festiv a l
T h e  o rig in s  o f  th e  U lla m b a n a  F es tiv a l is fro m  the  U llam b an a  S u tra . T he  

B u d d h a  ta u g h t M a h a m a u d g a ly a y a n a  to  h e lp  h is  m o th e r  w h o  w as su ffe r in g  in  th e  
lo w er re a lm  o f  th e  F lungry  G h osts. U lla m b a n a  is a  p o p u la r  festiv a l in  C h in a  an d  
Jap an . O n  th is  day  it is b e lie v e d  th a t th e  "G a tes  o f  th e  H ell" are  o p e n e d  an d  th e  d ead  
o n es  p ay  v is it to  th e ir  lo v e d  ones. T h e  ce rem o n y  is a b o u t w o rsh ip in g  an c e s to rs  an d  
fe e d in g  th e  h u n g ry  gh osts. D u rin g  th is  fe stiv a l o ffe rin g s  are  m ad e  to  th e  sp irits  o f  th e  
d ead  a n d  to  th e  h u n g ry  g h o s ts  in  o rd e r to  b r in g  g o o d  fo rtu n e  an d  luck . I t is c e le b ra te d  
o n  th e  15 th  day  o f  th e  7 th  lu n a r  m on th . I t ’s th e  b ig g e s t ev en t fo r th e  o v e rse a s  C h in ese . 
T h e  p e o p le  w h o  jo in  th e  e v e n t are  fro m  m any  d iffe re n t levels in  th e  so c ie ty , n o t o n ly  
th e  p o o r  b u t a lso  th e  r ic h  a n d  p eo p le  w ith  h ig h  so c ia l rank , a lso  m an y  m erc h a n ts  an d  
w o rk e rs . T h is  is tru e  n o t o n ly  in  T h a ilan d  b u t a lso  in  o ther co u n trie s  w h e re  th e re  are  
C h in e se  re sid en ts  (S o , 1995 :219). I t is v e ry  im p o rta n t ce rem o ny  fo r b o th  tem p les.

A tte n d a n c e  at b o th  te m p le s ’ U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l w as h e ld  as  f ie ld  w o rk  fo r th is
th esis:

A  lo t o f  lay  p eo p le  g a th e re d  in  b o th  te m p le s  an d  it lo o k ed  lik e  a  v e ry  b ig  
party . In  P h o m a n  te m p le  th e re  w ere  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  s ittin g  ou ts id e  o f  th e  a lta r  an d  
fo ld in g  p a p e r  to  m ak e  o ffe rin g s  fo r  th e ir  an ce sto rs . T hey  fo ld ed  th e  g o ld  an d  s ilv e r 
p a p e r  in to  a  sh ap e  o f  o ld  s ty le  m o n ey  fo r th e ir  an ce sto rs  to  u se  an d  th e  y e llo w  p ap er, 
w h ic h  is  p r in te d  w ith  so m e  re d  w ritin g  w as  u se d  as a  passport. T h e re  w e re  a lso  so m e 
co lo rfu l lo tu s  b o a ts  fo r  th e  an ce sto rs  to  tak e . A ll th o se  o ffe rin g s  w ill th e  b u rn e d  a t th e  
en d  o f  th e  ce rem o n y . Y u i, a  19 y ea rs  o ld , fe m a le  u n iv ers ity  s tu d en t w h o  a tten d ed  
P h o m a n  te m p le  w ith  h e r  fa m ily , sa id  th a t h e r  fam ily  has b e e n  v is itin g  th e  tem p le  
ev e ry  y e a r  fo r  th e  sp e c ia l a n c e s to r  w o rsh ip  s in c e  sh e  co u ld  rem em b er. H e r  m o th e r  is 
th ird  g en e ra tio n  C h in ese . T h e  m o th e r  still c a n  sp e a k  C an to n ese  b u t sh e  c a n  n o t sp eak  
any  C h in e se  h erse lf . S he  d o es  n o t k n o w  th e  m e a n in g  o f  ch an tin g  b u t b e lie v e s  th a t 
c h a n tin g  w ill m ak e  m e rit  fo r  h e r  an cesto rs . S h e  en jo y s  v is itin g  th e  te m p le  ev e ry  y e a r
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esp e c ia lly  fo ld in g  the  pap ers .

D u rin g  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  ce rem o n y  th e re  w ere  a  lo t o f  lo n g  ta b le s  p laced  in s id e  
o f  b o th  tem p les . O n  to p  o f  th e  lo ng  tab les  th e re  w ere  m any  sets o f  o ffe rin g s . T h e  se ts  
o f  o ffe rin g s  w ere  fru its , f lo w ers  an d  in cense . In  th e  m id d le  o f  e a c h  se t o f  o ffe rin g s  
th e re  w as  a  little  ta b le  o n  w h ich  the  n am e o f  th e  each  an ce sto r w as  w ritten . T he 
fam ily  w ill co m e  an d  p u t th e  in cense  by  th em se lv es  in  fro n t o f  th e ir  o w n  nam e. S o m e  
o f  th e m  in v ited  th e  m o n k s  fo r a  sho rt ch a n tin g  in  fro n t o f  th e ir  tab le . A cc o rd in g  to  o n e  
o f  th e  lad ies  w h o  in v ite d  th e  m o n k s fo r c h a n tin g , she  p a id  a b o u t 4 0 0 0  B a h t ev e ry  y e a r  
so th a t te m p le  c o u ld  a rra n g e  th e  w h o le  se t o f  o ffe rin g s  fo r her. S h e  sa id  she  p u t d o w n  
h e r p a re n ts ’ n am es  in  P h o m a n  tem p le  a n d  she  d o es  n o t n eed  to  w o rry  a b o u t it an y  
m ore . W h e n  it is tim e  fo r  w o rsh ip , th e  tem p le  w ill in fo rm  her.

In  M a n g k o m  tem p le  th e re  w ere  m o re  o ld e r  g en e ra tio n  lay  p e o p le  an d  it w as  
m u c h  m o re  b u sy  d u rin g  th is  p e rio d  o f  tim e. T h e re  w ere  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  try in g  to  p u t 
th e ir  a n c e s to r’s n am e  o n  a  p ap e r  fo r th e  ce rem o n y . T h ere  w as a  b o x  n e x t to  th e  p e o p le  
w h o  reg is te red  fo r  th e  ce rem o n y . A  v o lu n te e r  sa id  : ‘ y o u  c a n  p u t so m e  m o n ey  in to  
th e  b o x , th e  a m o u n t is  u p  to  y o u , th e re  is no  f ix e d  am o u n t fo r th e  c e re m o n y .’ T h e re  
w e re  so m e  b ig  h o u ses  m a d e  by  p ap er p la c e d  in  th e  M a n g k o m  te m p le  w h ich  w e re  a lso  
m a d e  as o ffe rin g s . T h e  f irs t p u rp o se  o f  th e  c e rem o n y  is to  p ray  fo r  th e  m e rit o f  o u r  
c u rre n t life  an d  fo r  g o o d  luck. B y  h e lp in g  th e  p o o r  th e  p eo p le  w h o  p ra y  w ill g a in  
m erit. T h ey  b e lie v e  th a t a fte r  th e  ce rem o n y , th e  fo o d  th a t is p re p a re d  fo r th e  
c e rem o n y  w ill n o t on ly  feed  th e  g h o s t b u t a lso  th e  gods. A lso  p e o p le  w ill b e  ab le  to  
e n jo y  th e  fo o d  as w e ll (W atan ab e , 1987 :18 2)

P ic tu re  3 .13  T h e  U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l Yulan S h en g  H u i in  C h in ese . 

(S o u rce : T a k e n  b y  th e  a u th o r  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )
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P ic tu re  3 .14  T h e  U lla m b a n a  festiv a l. L ay  p eo p le  w ere  w a itin g  fo r th e  ce rem o n y  to  
start.

(S ource : T ak en  by  th e  au th o r  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  A u g  20 08

P ic tu re  3 .13 T h e  U lla m b a n a  festiv a l. D u rin g  th e  ce rem o n y

(S o u rce : T a k e n  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  A u g  20 08 )



P ic tu re  3 .1 4  T h e  o ffe rin g  o f  g o ld  an d  s ilv e r p ap e r fo ld ed  in to  a  sh ap e  o f  m o u n ta in  
w h ich  re p re sen ts  th e  m o u n ta in  o f  m o n ey , o ffe rin g  fo r an ce sto rs  u sed  in  th e  
U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l

(S o urce : T a k e n  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o rn  tem p le  A u g  20 08 )

Picture 3.17 Paper house, the offering for ancestors used in the Ullambana festival
(Source: Taken by the author at Mangkorn temple Aug 2008)
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P ic tu re  3 .1 8  P e o p le  g a th e red  a n d  g e ttin g  read y  fo r  th e  ce rem o fly -d u rin g  th e  
U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l

(S ource : T a k e n  by  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o rn  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )

P ic tu re  3 .1 9  T h e  y e llo w  ta b le  h as  th e  n am e  o f  th e  an cesto r. T em p le  a lso  p u t n u m b ers  
o n  each  p e o p le ’ร n am e  so th a t th e  lay  p eo p le  w ill ab le  to  f in d  it  easily . T h e  fam ily  
m em b ers  o ffe r  e x tra  fo o d  th a t th e ir  a n c e s to r  like.

(S o urce : T a k e n  b y  th e  au th o r a t M a n g k o rn  tem p le  A u g  2 0 0 8 )
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b. Triple Refuge ceremony

D e v o u t B u d d h is ts  la y p e rso n  o ften  u n d e rtak e  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  ce rem o n y  
w h ich  is sp o n so red  by  a  m o n k  o r ทนท, as a  s ig n  o f  th e ir  re lig io u s  c o m m itm en t. T he  
tem p le  w ill is su e  a  reco rd  o n  a  ce r tif ic a te  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l’s n am e  an d  th e  n ew  
n am e  th a t  m o n k s o ffe r  (B im b a u m , 2003). T h e  T rip le  R e fu g e  c e re m o n y  is h e ld  o n ce  a  
y e a r  in  b o th  tem p les . T h e re  are  a b o u t 100 p eo p le  w h o  jo in  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  
c e rem o n y  ev e ry  y e a r , a c c o rd in g  th e  m o n k s in  M a n g k o m  tem ple . O n  th e  d ay  o f  th e  
c e re m o n y  o n ce  h as  to  w e a r  a  w h ite  o u tfit an d  b e  a v e g e ta r ia n  fo r o n e  day . A  72  y e a r  
o ld  fe m a le  said:

‘Y o u  m u s t co m e  a n d  ta k e  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  ce rem o n y . I t  is v e ry  im p o rtan t. I t 
is b e tte r  fo r  you . A fte r  y o u r  f in ish  th e  ce rem o n y  a n d  th e n  y o u  c a n  c o m e  to  th e  tem p le  
ev e ry  m o n th  to  lis ten  to  th e  a b b o t’s sp e e c h .’

T he  fe m a le ’s frien d  said: ‘B u t sh e  still c an  c o m e  n o w  r ig h t? ’ an d  she  re p lie d  ‘B u t it is 
d iffe ren t. I t ’s b e tte r  th is  w ay . F o r  h e r  it is very  im p o rta n t th a t I tak e  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  
b e c a u se  o n ly  a f te r  th a t w ill I b e  ab le  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e m .’ A cc o rd in g  to  f ie ld  re se a rch , 
th is  c e re m o n y  a lso  s ig n ifie s  m e m b e rsh ip  in  th e  te m p le  com m un ity . P a r tic ip a n ts  o n ly  
u n d e rta k e  th e ir  v o w s in  th e  te m p le  th ey  h av e  a  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  a n d  w h ic h  th ey  
su p p o rt. A  45  y e a r  o ld  fem a le , co m p an y  em p lo y e e  s ta te d  th a t sh e  ch o se  to  a tte n d  
P h o m a n  te m p le  fo r  th is  c e re m o n y  because :

T  a m  a  ‘L u k  S it’ here . I to o k  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  ce rem o n y  in  th e  te m p le .’

In  h e r  re a so n in g , b e c a u se  sh e  to o k  th e  T rip le  R e fu g e  ce rem o n y  in  P h o m a n  tem p le , it 
is th e re fo re  b e tte r  fo r  h e r to  a tte n d  th e  ce rem o n ie s  in  th e  tem p le  th a t sh e  b e lo n g s  to  
now . A sk e d  w h y  she  d id  n o t tak e  th e  ce rem o n y  in  o th e r  tem p les , sh e  sa id  sh e  fe lt 
m o re  c o m fo rta b le  in  P h o m a n  tem p le .

c. Ancestor worship ceremonies
‘T h e  an ce sto rs  re p re se n t p ro tec tiv en ess  a n d  so lic itud e . A n d  y e t  th e y  h av e  

r ig h ts -C h ie fly , to  b e  se rv e d  o n  th e ir  d ea th -d a te s  a n d  p ro v id ed  w ith  a g n a tic  
d e sc e n d a n ts -w h ic h , i f  th e y  a re  d e n ied , m ay  lead  th e m  to  cau se  s ick n ess  o r  so m e  o th e r 
d isc o m fo rt to  th e  liv in g ’(F re e d m a n , 1970 :174). T h e  C h in e se  p ray  fo r  th e  a n c e s to r  to  
b le ss  th e m  a n d  i f  th in g s  a re  n o t  g o in g  w e ll th e y  b e lie v e  th a t b y  h o n o u r in g  th e
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an ce sto rs  th ey  can  c h a n g e  th e  situation . It is n ece ssa ry  fo r th em  to  w o rsh ip  reg u la rly  
an d  a lso  o n  the  d ea th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  ancesto r. B esid e  th e  ce re m o n ie s  th a t a re  h e ld  
by  th e  te m p le , th e  lay  p eo p le  can  a lso  reg is te r  fo r  p riv a te  c e rem o n ie s  fo r  th e ir  
an cesto rs . T he  tem p le  w ill a rran g e  th e  se ttin g  o f  th e  ce rem o n y  an d  h o ld  th e  p riv a te  
c e rem o n y  fo r th e  lay  peo p le . T he  size  o f  th e  ce rem o n y  an d  n u m b er o f  th e  m o n k s w h o  
a tte n d  th e  ce rem o n y  d ep e n d  o n  th e  b u d g e t th a t th e  lay  p eo p le  are  w illin g  to  spen d . O n  
th e  d ay  o f  th e  ce rem o n y , all th e  m em bers o f  th e  fam ily  w ill a tten d , in c lu d in g  th e  m en  
an d  th e  y o u n g  g ra n d c h ild re n  w h o  are  u su a lly  a b se n t o n  th e  re g u la r  te m p le  ce rem o n y . 
T h e  en tire  c e rem o n y  tak e s  p lace  fo r tw o  to  th re e  hours. T h ere  are  a b o u t tw o  to  th ree  
p riv a te  a n c e s to r  w o rsh ip  ce rem o n ies  a  w eek  h e ld  in  P h o m a n  tem p le . T h e  c o s t o f  th e  
ce re m o n y  is ab o u t 3 0 ,0 0 0  to  50 ,0 0 0  b ah t fo r th e  a r ran g em en t o f  th e  ce rem o n y  a n d  
p re p a ra tio n  o f  th e  o ffe rin g s . T he  lay  p eo p le  a lso  h av e  to  p rep a re  m o n ey  to  o ffe r  to  th e  
m o n k s  w h o  a tten d  th e  c e rem o n y  ( p riv a te  in te rv iew , 2009).

T h e  tem p les  p ro v id e  m any  d iffe ren t k in d s  o f  se rv ices  th a t lay  p eo p le  request. 
A t h o u se  w a rm in g  r itu a ls  an d  d e s ig n a tin g  a  n e w  B u d d h a  ro o m  o fte n  th e  lay  p eo p le  
a sk  fo r  n in e  m o n k s to  a tte n d  th e  cerem o ny . T h e  lay  p eo p le  a lso  a sk  th e  m o n k s to  
a tte n d  fu n era ls . T h e re  a re  no  fac ility  to  c re m a te  th e  b o d y  in  M a n g k o rn  tem p le  an d  
P h o m a n  tem p le , o f te n  th e  lay  p eo p le  ask  fo r  th re e  m o n k s to  go  to  th e  T h a i 
(T h e ra v a d a )  tem p le  fo r  ch an tin g . P u n y o d y a n a ’s (1 9 7 1 ) re se a rch  a lso  p ro v id es  d a ta  
th a t  m o s t o f  th e  C h in e se  h av e  th e ir  re la tiv es  c re m a te d  in  T hai te m p le s , b u t a lso  
p e rfo rm  r ite s  w h ic h  are  d is tin c tly  C h in ese  in  o r ig in  an d  con ten t. M o s t o f  th e  C h in ese  
h o ld  th e  fu n e ra l p ra c tic e  in  m ix e d  C h in ese  a n d  T h a i ritu a ls  (P u n y o d y a n a , 1971:45). 
T h e re  a re  a lso  som e lay  p e o p le  th a t a sk  th e  m o n k s  to  g ive  b le ss in g s  d u rin g  w ed d in g s  
s im ila r  to  th a t tra d itio n a l T h a i m anner.
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Table 3.3

Calendar of Ritual Worship at the Phoman Temple in Year 2009
D a te  L u n a r  m onth! Time E v e n t

January  14th /  F e b ru a ry  8th 
รนท

9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

F ebruary 12th /  M a rc h  8th 
รนท

9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

M arch 10th /  A p ril 5th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

M arch 18th /A p ril 13th M o n 9 :00 am M ed ic in e  M a s te r  R e p e n ta n c e  R itu a l

M arch 19th /A p ril 14th T u e 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

M ed ic in e  M a s te r  R e p e n ta n c e  R itu a l 
T h e  F eed in g  F ire -S p ittin g  G h o s ts  R itu a l

A p ril 9th /M ay  3rd รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

M ay 8th /M ay  31 รนท 9:00 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

M ay 13th /Ju ly  5th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

June 12th /A u g  2 รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

Ju ly  11th /A u g  3 0 th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

Ju ly  20 th-J u ly  22 8 :00 am U lla m b a n a  fe stiv a l

Ju ly  22 1:00pm T h e  F eed in g  F ire -S p ittin g  G h o s ts  R itu a l

A u g  9th /  S ep  27 th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

A u g  29 th- S e p  10th N in e  E m p ero r  c e re m o n y

Sep 9th l :0 0 p T h e  F eed in g  F ire -S p ittin g  G h o s ts  R itu a l

Sep  15th /  N o v  1st รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk

O ct 13th /N o v  2 9 th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h a rm a  ta lk
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N o v  8 th 8 :30 am R efu g e  T ak in g  C erem o n y

N o v  12th /D ec  2 7 th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h arm a  ta lk

D e c  10th! J a n  14th รนท 9 :0 0 am
1:00pm

E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t 
D h arm a  ta lk

T ab le  3 .3  co n ta in s  a ll th e  c e rem o n ie s  th a t w ere  h e ld  in  P h o m a n  tem p les  in  th e  
y e a r  2009 . M o s t o f  th e  C h in ese  re lig io u s  ho lid ay s  are  b a se d  o n  th e  lu n a r ca len dar.
T h e  tim e  sch ed u le  p ro v id ed  by  P h o m an  tem p le  show s th e  da tes  o f  th e  ce rem o n ies  
a c co rd in g  to  b o th  th e  lu n a r an d  so la r  ca len d ars . D a tes o f  c e rem o n ie s  acco rd in g  to  th e  
lu n a r c a le n d a r  a re  sh o w n  in  ita lics. D a te s  o f  ce rem o n ies  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  so la r 
c a le n d a r  are  sh o w n  in p la in  font. T h e  E ig h t P recep ts  R e tre a t is h e ld  in  th e  tem p le  
m o n th ly . T he  c e rem o n y  s ta rts  a t 9 am  an d  fin ishes a ro u n d  noon . In  th e  a f te rn o o n  at 
1:0 0p m  th e  a b b o t d e liv e rs  a  D h a rm a  ta lk . T h e  lay  p rac titio n e rs  c a n  p ay  a  fee  o f  
1 2 0 0 B ah t to  b e c o m e  th e  an n u a l m e m b e r  fo r  th e  re trea t e v e ry  m on th . T he  o ld e r 
g en e ra tio n  are  o f te n  m o re  d ev o u t a n d  re g is te r  as an  an n u a l m em b er. T h ey  o f te n  w e a r  
w h ite  o u tfits  to  a tte n d  th e  ce rem o n y  a n d  o b se rv e  th e  E ig h t P rec e p ts  fo r  o n e  day. T h e  
E ig h t P recep ts  a re  1) N o  k illin g  2 ) N o  s tea lin g  3) N o  sex u a l p rac tic e s  4 )  N o  lie  5) N o  
a lco h o l 6 ) N o  e a tin g  a fte r  n o o n  tim e  7) A b s ta in  from  lis ten in g  to  m u sic , w ea rin g  
je w e lle r  8) N o  s ittin g  o r ly in g  on  h ig h  a n d  lu xu rio us p lace s  (D h am m ad an a .o rg ). T h e re  
a re  a lso  m an y  o th e r  re lig io u s  ce rem o n ie s  su ch  as M ed ic in e  M a s te r  R e p en ta n ce  R itu a l, 
N in e  E m p e ro r  c e rem o n y  an d  U lla m b a n a  festival. In  th e  la s t d ay  o f  each  re lig io u s  
ce rem o n y  th e  F e e d in g  F ire -S p ittin g  G h o s ts  R itua l is p e rfo rm ed  as th e  en d in g  o f  th e  
ce rem o n ies . T h e  F e e d in g  F ire -S p ittin g  G h o sts  R itu a l c e rem o n y , Y an k o u  ( fê  O ) in  

C h in ese , o f te n  a ttra c ts  m an y  peo p le . T h e  ce rem o n y  o f te n  u se s  m a n y  d iffe ren t 
ch a n tin g  in s tru m en ts , w h ic h  c rea te s  a  p arty  a tm o sp here . D u rin g  th e  ce rem o n y  th e  
m a s te r  m o n k  th ro w s  can d ies  an d  s team ed  b u n s to  th e  lay  p eo p le , as p a r t o f  th e  ritu a l. 
T h e  lay  p eo p le  o f te n  f ig h t to  g e t th e  s te a m e d  b u n  th ro w n  b y  th e  m as te r  m on k . T h e y  
b e lie v e  th a t th e  s te a m e d  b u n  w ill b r in g  th e m  g o o d  lu ck  i f  th ey  e a t it.
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3.4. Discussion

T h e  M a h a y a n a  trad itio n  in co rp o ra te s  m any  d iv e rse  re lig io u s  p rac tic e s , 
d ep en d in g  o n  th e  p ra c ti tio n e rs ’ need s. L ee  (20 0 6 ) e x am in es  the  w ay  th a t th e  C h in e se  
w o rsh ip  sp ec ific  d e itie s  fo r sp ec ific  need s, th is  p rac tic e  is v e ry  s tro n g ly  fo llo w e d  in  
M a n g k o m  tem p le . L ay  p rac titio n e rs  a t M a n g k o m  te m p le  p ray  fo r a  v ery  w id e  ra n g e  
o f  d iffe ren t reasons. T h e  m an y  d iffe re n t d e ities  a t M a n g k o m  tem p le  a re  w o rsh ip  fo r  
su ch  rea so n  in c lu d in g  w o rsh ip p in g  ea c h  fo r such  rea so n s  as re c o v e rin g  fro m  illn e ss , 
w a n tin g  to  h av e  a  b ab y , p ray in g  fo r su ccess  in  ex am in a tio n s , an d  w a n tin g  to  f in d  a  
spouse . M a h a y a n a  can  a cco m m o d a te  m an y  d iffe ren t r itu a ls  an d  tra d itio n s  th is  h a s  
h e lp e d  C h in ese  re lig io u s  in teg ra tio n  over-seas.

T h e  n a tu re  o f  re lig io u s  in teg ra tio n  is in te re s tin g  b ec a u se  re lig io u s  tra d itio n s  
b o th  in teg ra te  an d  p rese rv e  a t th e  sam e  tim e. T h is id e a  is c le a r  in  th e  s ty le  o f  re lig io u s  
c h an tin g  an d  c h an tin g  in s tm m en ts . N o t on ly  do  th e se  la rg e  n u m b ers  o f  in s tm m e n ts  
sh o w  th e  d e p th  an d  rich n ess  o f  C h in e se  M a h ay an a  r itu a l cu ltu re  b u t th ey  a lso  re v e a l a  
d iffe ren ce  f ro m  o th e r  M a h ay an a  trad itio n s . T a iw a n e se  M a h a y a n a  cu ltu re , a l th o u g h  
o b se rv in g  th e  sam e  festiv a ls  an d  ritu a ls , do es n o t h a v e  a ll th e  sam e  ch a n tin g  
in s tm m e n ts  an d  u se  less  in s tm m e n ts  in  chan ting . A n  e x p la n a tio n  fo r th is  is lik e ly  to  
b e  fo u n d  in  th e  o r ig in s  o f  th e  M a h a y a n a  m o n k s in  T h a ila n d  a n d  th e  tra d itio n s  o f  th e  
d ia le c t g ro u p s  th a t su p p o rt th e  B a n g k o k  tem p les. I t is a lso  im p o rtan t to  n o te  th a t  
a lth o u g h  in  m an y  w ay s  M a n g k o m  a n d  P h o m an  tem p le s  a re  v e ry  d iffe ren t, th e y  do  
sh are  b o th  th e ir  m u sica l tro u p e s  a n d  th ey  u se  th e  sa m e  ch a n tin g  bo o k s. T h e  c u ltu re  o f  
m u s ic  an d  c h a n tin g  in  B a n g k o k  M a h a y a n a  rev ea ls  th e  s tro n g  co m m u n a l tie s  th a t  b in d  
th e  C h in ese  p o p u la tio n . T o  th is  e x te n t it c an  b e  se e n  as an  im p o rta n t le g acy  b u t  n o t  as 
a  liv in g  cu ltu re  in  itse lf. T h e  S u tras  th a t are  ch an ted  are  b eau tifu l ex am p le s  o f  
c la ss ica l C h in ese  p o e try , a  fa c t th a t is  lo s t o n  th e  n o n -n a tiv e  sp eak in g  C h in e se -T h a i 
lay p erso n s  a n d  m o n k s o f  th e  tw o  tem p les.
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