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The thesis aims at studying the relationship between economic change in Lanna and the 

emergence of local identity during 1916-1937. Its main arguments are: firstly, economic change in 

other areas of Lanna, especially change in Monthon Maharat (ie. Lampang, Phrae and Nan), did not 

necessarily follow the same pattern as that of Chiang Mai. Secondly, one of the major consequences 

of economic change during this period was the emergence of the “town” which in turn led to the 

formation of local identity based on the “changwat” (province) regional administrative unit.

The study finds that economic change in Lanna, especially in trading and production, 

began after the northern railway line reached the region. Monthon Maharat was the first area in 

Lanna experiencing such change. The growth of a Chinese trading community there and the 

increased presence and role of government servants sped up the pace of social change. Progress 

and prosperity became the symbols of the newly ‘created’ towns. Having the 'new economy’ as their 

foundation, these urban communities, well aware of their responsibility as members of the new 

society, firmly believed in their potential and ability to achieve progress and prosperity. Active 

participation in civic affairs increased; in other words, a new ‘civic’ culture emerged. This civic 

culture was further developed, however, after the introduction of the 'changwat' (province) regional 

administrative unit following the 1932 revolution. 'Changwat' finally replaced town as the point of 

reference for local identity.
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