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This study is to construct an additive bilingual program to prom ote the Central Thai and 

Northern Thai dialect speaking ability o f  preschool children in terms o f  fluency , clarity and 

com m unication w ith the use o f  vocabulary, sentence structure and ch o ice  o f  contextually proper 

language. T he subjects w ere eleven  children aged three to f iv e  w h o  enrolled in the first leve l o f  

preschool in the first sem ester o f  1999 academ ic year at Banm aetam an Sch oo l, Chiangm ai province. 
T he program developm ent w as divided into four phases, i.e., preparation, construction, field  testing  

and revision.
T o evaluate the program, the children' ร Central Thai language and Northern Thai dialect 

speaking ability w as individually m easured by informal interview s in m eaningful speaking contexts 

by a Central Thai speaking teacher ( the researcher ) and a Northern Thai d ialect speaking teacher 

( the classteacher ). The program satisfaction w as appraised by parent unstructured group interview s. 
T he program im plem entation w as assessed  by the researcher.

The study revealed that after the program (1) the preschool children had higher Central 
Thai and Northern Thai speaking ability by at least one level in all aspects, (2 )  all parents w ere h igh ly  

satisfied w ith  the program.
The product o f  this study w as a H andbook o f  A dditive B ilingual Program to Prom ote the 

Central Thai and Northern Thai D ialect.
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