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The aim of this research is to analyse sports news coverage in daily newspapers, ranging from content, volume, 
column space, type of sports covered in sports news and sports news photos. In addition, the research attempts to survey, 
and make a comparative study of, the policy regarding sports news coverage among various daily newspapers. The 
population used in this research include daily newspapers circulated from 1 January 1996 to 31 December 1996. Sample 
groups arc four daily newspapers with the highest circulation, namely, Thai Rath, Daily News, Khao Sod and matichon.

The finding of the research reveal that the most popular type of sports news coverage collectively used by all 
four newspapers is news reporting. Other types of coverage include sportes social column, article, review, feature, 
miscellaneous (uncategorised by the researcher), sports quiz, sports activities, interview and sports education. Matichon 
contain 8 various types of such sports news coverage. Daily News and Khao Sod contain 7 types each. Thai Rath contain 
6 types.

Of The four newspapers, Daily News devote the most column space and volum for sports news coverage. 
Thai Rath, kho Sod and Matichon, on the other hand, devote less space and volume for sports.

Soccer is the most popular type of sport covered invariably by all four newspapers. Less popular sports are 
boxing, general (sports news that cannot be categorised systematically), tennis, basketball , golf, snooker, athletics and 
volleyball.

The type of sports news photos covered most are those of actual events. Thai Rath contain the most of such 
photos. Second-rated are Daily News, Khao Sod and Matichon. Graphic photos are the least covered on the sports page 
of all four daily newspapers.

The type of sports news photos covered most on the sports page are those of soccer. Other types are boxing, 
general (sports news that cannot be categorised systematically), tennis, golf and basketball.

As regards the policy relating to sports news coverage, all four newspapers focus on the sports that capture 
the interest of their readers, e.g. soccer, boxing and other popular sports of the time. They generally pay less attention to 
sports news coverage that encourage people to exercise for the purpose of keeping fit.
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