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This thesis aims at studying the historical development and the status of ballet in Thalland during the
1934 - 1998 . The study is based upon related documentaries in Thai as well as English 1observation,
additional in formative were also sought by interviewing experts teachers and performers and researcher's
experienced as a teacher and performer.

The study finds that history of ballet in Thailand has 3 periods of development. First period was from
1934 to 1951, started with one of the major in The College of Dramatic Arts.  the reign of King Rama VI, the
teaching method was free classes (the teacher dance followed by students).The purpose of performances
was to used as the performance during the intermission of plays. Forms of western ballet have some influence
on Thai classical dance, especially on Dukdambun plays. The second period was from 1951, when ballet
started to take its root in Thailand, to 1966. There were 4 foreign professional ballet masters who came to open
ballet courses in Bangkok. The teaching was informal and mostly trained for particular performances.
Moreover, in this period, there were 4 Thai graduates from England ; and ballet started to gain popularity in
Chiang Mai. The performance took forms of classical ballet and Thai classical dance ballet. Most importantly,
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej composed songs for ballet and gave support to ballet performance, and
that made it well - known to Thai people. The third period saw the standard classical ballet flourished in
Thailand from 1966 to 1993 . Ballet has heen developed to be a part of Thai education curriculum, from pre-
school to university levels, and spread across the country. The curriculum has been standardized into the
British Royal Academy of Dancing to meet international standard. The classical ballet which has been
introduced in this period can be divided into 2 forms: school and commercial performances.

Professional ballet company and true ballet sponsor are not found in Thailand today, therefore, ballet
cannot be developed properly. Ballet text books in Thal language are required dancers. Finally, this research
should lead to other research topics in ballet in Thailand.
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