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This research attempts to classify yes-no questions in the Thai sign language of Sethsatian 
school using a semantic approach.

Eliciting the data for yes-no questions used in Sethsatian school is a crucial part in the thesis. 
“Situations” containing specific speech act conditions were set up to elicit the question markers from 2 
groups of informants : deaf and non-deaf informants.First, the 3 non-deaf informants were asked to test 
the tool ; also as a way to practice how to use the tool effectively. A researcher then used the tool with 3 
deaf informants.

The research reveals that there are 4 types of yes-no questions used in Sethsatian 
school,represented by 12 signs as follow :

1. The first type of yes-no questions contains 2 signs that can be interchangeably used.This 
type of yes-no questions requires that a speaker has enough information to be sure that the proposition 
is true.

2. The second type of yes-no questions also contains 2 interchangeable signs.This type of 
questions requires that a speaker has some information about what he is asking but what he learns later 
is opposite to the old information he has.

3. The third type of yes-no questions contains 4 signs that can be interchangeably used. This 
type pf questions requires that a speaker is sure of the truth of a proposition.

4. The fourth type of yes-no questions contains 4 interchangeable signs.This type of 
questions requires that a speaker is sure of the truth of a proposition but what he learns later is opposite 
to his old information.
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