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1Heinrich Boll, *  Defence of Rubble Literature,"  MiSSING Person, trans. Leila Vennewitz

(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1977), p. 126-131.
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(The Posdam Conference)

De-Nazification
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1989
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1 , 28-30.

148.

Questions on German History: Idea, force, decisions from 1800 to the present (gonn: the

German Bundestag Press and Information Center), pp. 371-375.
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Gastarbeiter (Guest Worker)

1
.. 1951-1973
(1955) (1960) (1961) (1964) (1965)
' (1968)
(Fremden) 8 Group Portrait with Lady
" (Wirtschaftswunder - The Economic Miracle)
?
6 , 168.
1 1( - 2537):77.
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Economy) ?

60

The extra-parliamentary opposition)

' CDhuU

310

Portrait with Lady

Lady
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( Social Market

9

APO (AuPerparliamentarische Opposition -

SPD

(Stalinism)

The Clown

2, 164-166.

Robert C. Conard, Understanding Heinrich Bo Il pp. 95-96.

Group

Group Portrait with

4



5.1

The Clown

0%

And Where Were You, Adam -

WRoberte. Conard, Understanding Heinrich Boll (Columbia, South Carolina: University of
South Carolina Press, 1992), p. 84.

119



Feinhals recognized the general at once : he looked
better, more relaxed, and he was wearing the Knight's Cross
at his neck now, he even seemed to be smiling gently as
he walked quietly and docilely ahead of the two sentries,
who had the barrels of their machine pistols trained on him.
Almost all the yellow had left the General’'s face, and he no
longer looked tired either ; his face was harmonious,
quiet, cultivated, and humane, that very gentle smile

made his face beautiful. 12

The Clown

' 4 The Clown

. 1962

(Bonn)

120

. .1963

2 Heinrich Boll, And Where Were You, Adam?, trans. Leila Vennewitz (Aylesbury,Bucks:

Penguin Books, 1978), p. 144,
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King Lear

(Pantomime)

The Clown
The Progressive Catholic
I

slowly replaced the recievers. It was the only weapon | had left, and | would soon be

making use of it. 13

BHeinrich Boll, The Clown, trans. Leila Vennewitz (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1965),
n. 14,



| believe that the living are dead, and that the dead
live, not the ay Protestants and Catholics believe it. Forme
a bot like Georg, who blew himself up with a Bazooka, is more
alive than my mother, lean still see him, a freckled,

awkward boy standing there ... 4

962
1945

1 Ibid., p. 22.
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16

“Executive Committee of the Societies for the Reconciliation of Racial Differences" 15

lam a delegate of the Executive Committee of Jewish
Yankees, just passing through— may Iplease speak to your
daughter?" leven startled myself. Iheard my mother
exclaim (...) She said Isuppose you can never forget
that, can you ?” lwas almost in tears myself and said softly :

“Forget ? Ought Ito, Mother 27 16

5 Ibid., p. 24.

6 Heinrich Boll, The Clown, trans. Leila Vennewitz (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1965),
p. 25.
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, (the noble European spirit)

" (Germanic consciousness)

" (the

National Socialist Writers’ Association) 10

Certain injustices of which I'have been the victim
cannot obscure my clear and objective realization of the fact
hat the Fihrer"— his voice actually trembled— “the Fiihrer
already holds our salvation in his hands.” Spoken about a day

and a half before the Americans took Bonn. 17

7 1bid., p. 27.
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il Tdiscover Federal Cross of Merit for Dr. Herbert
Kalick. Kalick was the boy who had denounced me for being
a defeatist and who during the trial hadinsinted me for being
ruthless, ruthless(...) ltsaid in the paper that he had been
awarded the Federal Cross of Merit for “his services in

spreading democratic idea among the young. 18

* [bid., p. 180.
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and then suddenly Ipunched Herbert in the nose,
because Iremembered that he had forced one of our
classmates, GOtz Buchel, to produce proof of his Aryan

descent, and GOtz had got into trouble because his mother

was lItalian... 19

Not long ago Iran into him again ;he is old now,
and white-haired, a professor at a Teacher’Training College,
and is said to be a man with a “courageos political past,”

because he neverjoined the Party 20

19 1bid., p. 182.
2 1bid., p. 16.



10

“Go ahead then,” |said, “by all means go and take a
hand in this nonsense, I'm sorry I'm not liable to be called up.”
Leo looked at me questioningly, but turned away his head when |
tried to look at him. “ Why?" he asked. “ Oh,” | said 1* | would
like to see the major again who was billeted with Us and wanted
0 nave rs.wieneken shot. I'm sure he’s a colonel by now, or
a general (...) lwas thinking all the time of Henrietta and

thought it was madness that Leo wanted to be a soldier. 2

Group Portrait with Lady

 Ibid., pp. 55-56.
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(Marga Wanft) The Au.

?
“...to say much about the hussy” ].“a slut” ].“a trollop” “that little tart”

“that Jewish Lady"

“That's a girl I'd have like to see with her head
shaved (...) To take up with a Russian while our boys

were at the front and her husband killed in action..."24

The Au.
“Communist whore” 5 “Russian sweetie”

The Au.

5.2 A

n [Ifctid, p. 163.
23 (bid., p. 164.
24 1bid., p. 163.
* lipid., p 13.
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1985

He was a Cologne Catholic and remained one to
the end : a Catholic who chafed against the Catholic Church,
who viewed it from a great distance, increasingly alienated
from the Church, and ultimately seceded from its ranks and yet
was all his life unwilling to give it up. The Catholic milieu
influenced him as much as the petit bourgeois one in
which the joiner’s son grew up, drilled in piety and

resistance to the National Socialists.®

He was a real Christian, a believing Catholic and that
is why he wrangled all his life with tha Catholic Church, which
he officially left at the end although -paradoxical as it may

sound - he was never separated from it. 2

% Franz Josef Gortz,"Heinrich Boll - More than a Writer : On the death of the winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature,” in Heinrich Boll : On his Death - Selected obituaries and the last interview,
trans. Patricia Crampton( Bonn: 1985 Inter Nationes Bonn, 1985), p. 7.

2' Marcel Reich-Ranicki, “Writer, Jester, Preacher,” in Heinrich Boll : On his Death - Selected
obituaries and the last interview, trans. Patricia Crampton( Bonn: 1985 Inter Nationes Bonn, 1985), pp.
10 11

B Enid Macpherson. A Student's Guide to 667/(London: Heinemann Educational Books, 1981),
39.
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The Clown 7)

The Clown
?
7
1
(Group of Progressive
Catholics)3 (Prelate Sommerwild)t

1Robert C. Conard, Understanding Heinrich Boll, pp. 79-80.
*Heinrich Boll, The Clown, p.10.



(Kinkel)

" (Poverty in the Society which we live)

Kinkel wasn’t even aware of the embarrassment he
was causing : he rattled on in a kind of Olympian cheerfulness,
smoking his fat cigar, raising his glass of wine to his lips,
gobbling cheese sticks, until even Prelate Sommerwild,
the group’s spiritaul adviser, began to get fidgety and

changed the subject.3

 Ihid, p.12.
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Kinkel's children shrieked atrociously in the
backgroung, an embarassing contrast to Kinkel's
smile and Sommerwild’s grin, we could hear faces being
slapped, a brutal sound, and behind closed doors, | knew,

the shrieking went on worse than ever. 2

 |bid, p. 78.
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“So now the only thing left is open adultery,” | said.
“You're incapable of that,” he said, “I know you better
than you think, and you can rant and threaten me as much
as you like, I tell you, the terrible thing about you is that
you are an innocent, | might almost say, a pure person.

Can |l help you... "3

" It's too bad you obviously have no sene of metaphysics.”

= |hid,, p. 126.
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“ Everything was fine with Marie as long as she was
worried about my soul, but you people taught her to worry about
her own soul, and now it's got to the point where |, who have no
sense of metaphysics, am worrying about Marie’s soul. That
much | have graspedof your metaphysics : what she
is doing is fornication and adultery, and prelate Sommerwild

is acting the pimp.” 34

“ Ibid, p. 87,
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The Clown

“You are an unbeliever, aren’tyou ? Don't say no :
| can tell from your voice that you are an unbeliever. Am Iright ?*
“Yes,” I said.
“That makes no difference, no difference at all," he
said, “there is a place in Isaiah which St. Paul even quotes
in the Epistle to the Romans. Listen carefully : To whom
he was not spoken of, they shall see :and they have not
heard shall understand."He gave awicked little laugh. “Did
you get it ?”
“Yes,” Isaid, with a sigh.®

53 2

Understanding Heinrich Boll

* Ihid., p. 190.
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As Boll saw it 1a mechanized, computerized

world could be equated with fascism

because both mechanization and fascism “reduce
a person in his quality as a human being” %

.. 1945

Group Portrait with Lady
2

. . 1970

(Leni Pfeiffer, née Gmyten)

% Robert C. conerd, Understanding Heinrich Boll, p. o9.
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(Boris Lvovich)
(Lev)

(Otto Hoyser)

The Au.



. .1951-1973
(Mehmet Sahin) (Pinto)

60

Group Portrait with Lady
#
The Au.

60

erparlamentariscne Opposition - The Extra Parliamentary Opposition)
Group Portrait with Lady

138

APO (AUG
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“Hoyseringen”
The Au.

The Au.

The Au.

(  the way there the Au. felt some qualms: when
ccnfronted by the truly prestigious, his lower-middle-class
nature always reacts with trepidation; his extremely
lower-middle-class background causes him to enjoy being

there yet to feel out of the place. With the quaking heart he
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entered the lobby of that exclusive building...3

The Au. The

Au.

The Au. The Au.
The Au. (abnormal)

The Au.
g The Au.
The Au.
f
The Au. '
The Au.
' 'The Au. ?

Obviously such a conversation could lead nowhere.

How can you explain to a person that you happen to be

* Heinrich Boll, GI’OUp Portrait with Lady, trans. Leila Vennewitz, p. 332.
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attached to your old jacket, and that you can't take it

off (...) Isn’t restoration an easy enough word to understand?
It may well be that people after whom parts of a city are
named which they have build on their own land suffer

a well-nigh metaphysical exasperation when obliged to
acknowledge that there are apparently somethings,

even jackets, for which the owner cannot be compensated

with money.38

The Au.

** Ibid., pp. 338-339.



142

...Kurt Hoyser (...) who maintained they had noting
against foreign workers, they had no racial prejudices, but one
must be consistent (...) the trouble was that she was collecting -
and this really was madness and contrary to the conclusions
reached even by socialist economic doctrine - she was
collecting in rents exactly what she was paying out herself
(...) itwas hard to see why all the tenants and/or subtenants
should be employed by the city garbage-collection

and/or street-cleaning departments.®

* 1bid., pp. 340-341.
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The Al
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(the Social Action Committee)

The Au.

The Au.
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