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1.To search for the truth in its reporting on local nation and international issues

in order to provoke understanding and expand knowledge
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2. To uphold its integrity and freedom of expression

3. To remain fair, honest and impatrtial in the presentation of news and opinion 1
giving all sides an opportunity to be heard and correcting all disto

4. To stay free and independent of individuals lparties or any particular interest
group

5. To strive for the national advancement in political 1economic kocial and
culture fields

6. To avoid all forms of sensationalism and favourtism

7. To ensure that nation interest prevails over factionalism

8. To observe strict confidentiality of sources of information

9. To uphold and respect the constitutional monarchy of Thailand

o X L 4N L o~
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No turning back from Apec goals

N o turning jback

from A pec goals

Leaders from the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, forum meet
today and tomorrow in Vancouver. Since the last summit in the
Philippines, much ofthe Asian section ofAFec has taker, an eco-
nomic downturn. The group is fouryearsold. and thisyear's
meeting will he a turning point.
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Little achieved at Apec summit

L ittle achieved

at Apec sum m it

The fifth annual meeting o fthe Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
group has ended in Vancouver. The [Hmembers voted to add three
new countries to theirgroup. But there tvere no other firm deci-
sions at the meeting, inevitably, there are questions ofwhether
Apec is worth the expense and lime of nolcUng it.
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Tax those hest able to afford payment

Tax those best able

to afford payment

Our darkest economic hour has produced help from international
quarters and from our own people. But this assistance is highly
unlikely to set UShack on the road ofprosperity. What we need is
other sources of ilfcame. arid what better means than through a
tax on the inheritances ofour toculthv?

| 25 ek Riime M

shatorate, thepineminster theQoarmetmg
keanpeled o resart toiex inpreeses esallestresat, o popLp
rlsaggrga Heasoneticedin pessrgthet aninhentance tex
was bain

g
ISID

theirjcmtaodrrrw icularty an
||t|sgltmrmuedatall.mﬂ the
Anirtaitaetax
waldpoicearen
sued rmalefor
trecehdrgyed
reticrd adffes
vithout effecirg
trengaity.
I thenseves ot oy
hetnthelr iaes
¥ C forintemdl lise ad
i it
ot

i hae
et et estEmies et o restedcEsecnard
gfﬁffggt%etfmamﬁ&hm_ltms Ilquaiajtame
sgens REsaesli Dmtgférunﬁeemmﬁe

it IsqUite -
'r%%ca’anpqm@immfumaetotmslae,
rttgtfsm‘ahard ‘eswenalitte hdpfromany-
IW"t‘reG)emmkest‘re itical will to
Wi
nﬂem%a@m p




24

28

Monterary Fund (IMF)

1

No turning back from Apec goals

2540 328

Little achieved at Apec summit

2540 332

15

Tax those best able to afford payment

31 2540 365

57

Intemation



w N

4.

"( : 12541)

2541)

( , 2541)

( :2542)

“Talk Before Make the Editorial”

58



Now

Chuan is premier here’'s our wish list 10
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“ Thailand is facing an abnormal time . We are juncture when the government

bureaucracy is at its wriest and unable to contribute to dealing with the economic

crisis “
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Discdosure of Letter to
IMF Shows Transparency

F inance Minister Tarrin Nimmanahaeminda's announcement of
die contents of the government's revised letter of intent to the In-
ter liticnal Monetary Fund (IMF) is a step in die right direction

and she ws an effort towards malting economic policies transparent
and coherent. On the same day that die announcement was made,

IMF managing director Michel Camdessus expressed -full endorse-

ment" of tile policies and programs indicated in the letter and en-

dorsed the release of die second tranche ofthe credit line worth  17.2
billion.

The iciicf fbrthrighdy informed die IMF that economic growdi fore-
casts for this year and next year have to be adjusted downward sub-
stantially to O.Gpercent in 1997 and up to just one percent next year.
Given that statistics of diis nature invariably entail measurement er-
rors, the message to die IMF boils down to stating die hard reality
diat diere would be no economic growdi ill the foreseeable future.

The IMF was also told that inflation is expected to reach 10percent
next year, creating a classic ‘ stagflation” scenario of prices rising under
conditioiis of a severe economic recession.

(€13

As negative as die news may be, it is best to let the trut!i be known,
and diat is what die finance minister did yesterday. This is a far cry
from earlier dines when high government officials covered up serious
problems and tried to paint a rosy scenario which they knew to be a
lie. This time the presentation was business-like and factual, and this
new mode of communication will make die economy arid its policy
makers credible again in due time.

Tamil's presentation was also effective because die programs that
were presented also had time lines attached to diem. Tliis adds clarity
and substance to die programs, and the public can now see not only
what the government intends to do, but also when the tasks will be ac-
complished.

The next step is to accomplish the tasks on time and as
promised. The patience of domestic and international investors has
been stretched to the limit over the past year because the promis-
es were mostly empty, and even when actions were taken as in
the case of measures to rehabilitate suspended finance companies,
there were constant postponements and delays. The authorities
now have the chance to prove to the world that their word is good.

Aside from delivering on programs and measures indicated in the
amended letter of intent, die government can further restore confi-
dence by coming up with a comprehensive economic stimulus pro-
gram. Getting tile second tranche of IMF funding will just by a Inde
time, and the funds will soon be out of the country. A far more im-
portant letter of intent would be the one written to the people of the
country who are undergoing great hardships and have die right to
know wlipt tile government will do to put die economy on track again
towards growth and stability.

— - ——
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BANGKOK POST NEWS SKED

Date: Sept 29, 99

PAGE 1

1) School dosed and children hospitalised after a gas leak in Klong Toey. (14, amonia)
2) Gold price surge. Pointer to business?

3) Liquor deal. Pointer to business?

4) wat insists oil tax must come down now.

PHOTO:

PAGE 2 (3/4 page)

1 ) Ateam of veterinarians are to discuss new procedures for Motala whose parts of left foreleg
were removed as the animal's right leg begins to develop problems. (5, ele)

2) BMTAwill adjust routes to. avoid loss from business competition expected from BTS train
system.

3) A city-organised public hearing on its proposed garbage disposal plant at Onnuj turned into a
trial administration's poor environmental management of Bangkok's largest garbage dump.

4) Truckers seek marketing cost cut on diesel oil from major oil importers or they will set up their
own company to import cheaper diesel oil from China.

5) BMA's consultant on skytrain project recommendsfare  10-40 baht. !f BTS disagrees, the
issue could go to arbitration.

6) AFP: 52-year-old British school teacher has been sentenced to six years in a Thai jail, after
pleading guilty to sexually molesting a Thai pupil, court officials said Wednesday.

PHOTO:

PAGE 3 (1/2 page)

1 ) Thienchai talks on Chulas threat to pull out from university privatisation plan.

2) Concerned agencies should consider taking necessary action now that many foreign
engineers and architects are now working in Thailand without a proper work permit - House
Citee. (7, permit)

3) NAP MPs demanded Govt stop cracking down on holders  potassium chlorate. (8, overe)

4) LAMYAI-producing provincial governors want authority to control and permit use of potassium
chlorate LOQ8 amendrP3nts needed

5) The bankruptcy lawsuit filed against Chattawat Muktamara, the New Aspiration Party MP, has
been transferred to the newly-estabished Central Bankruptcy Court

PHOTO:

PAGE 4 (full page)

1 ) Agriculture Dept beefed up bio-safety and plant quarantine protocols to prevent possible
escape genetically modified organisms into environment (10, gmpnt)

2) Thai Airways International may raise domestic fares by 13.5% and reorganise its workforce to
cope with rising costs stemming from higher fuel prices and the weak baht (5, mahi)

3) US putting US$10 million into a technical assistance programme to help speed Thailand's
economic recovery this year, the foreign ministry said yesterday. (5.6, USHELP)

4) University Affairs Minister Prachuab Chaiyasam yesterday hailed the opening of a new centre
for European studies as answering a need for better knowledge of the European Union.

5) Biotech overwhelmed with requests to certify over 200 products as GMO-free since the soft-
opening lts lab just over a month ago.

PHOTO:
OPINION-EDITORIAL
1 ) Leader: Timor.
2) Inside Palitics.
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136 Na RanongRoad, KlongToey, Bangkok 10110, Thailand & fax: 240-3666 ¢ email: postbag@ bangkokpost.net
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Adults know best;
keep kids in school

A major international child labour conference in Oslo filled the
media this week with sad talcs ofexploited, abused children. Yet
while charting the horrors, the conference faced some difficult and
controversial issues about exactly how the problem ofchild labour
should be addressed.

he issue of child labour is on the surface a very
simple one. Children should not be working. If
you consider the case of, say, a five-year-old lit-
erally chained to a loom in adark and dusty
Bl room, knotting carpets till his fingers bleed,

3! there is no doubt that immediate action is need-
W] e to rescue that child.

But many 3are not so clear cut. What of a 10-year-old gar-
land seller in the night market in Chiang Mai, making 200 or 300
baht a night, probably more than her mother, still attending school
in the day, even if she often falls asleep at her desk, and making a
vital contribution to the family income? She cannot really stay
home, since the whole family is working in the market, yet the law
is clear — she should not be working.

What of the 11-year Burmese girl working long hours with few
holidays in ahousehold where she is often the brunt of scolding and
even the odd slap? But she is eating far better than she could at
home, saving some money to help her brothers and sisters and
hard-worked mother, and certainly does not want to be forced home.

It was children like these, and some of the non-government
workers supporting them, who raised dissenting voices at the child
labour conference in Oslo.

Most workers in the field are keen to introduce and enforce laws
on minimum working ages, to ensure children receive a reasonable
level of schooling and are not expased to the dangers and pressures
ofwork until they are sufficiently
mature to cope with them. But
many of the children fight this Societies and
tooth and nail. They define them-
selves as working children, and
they want to be working children.

So should there be a legal mini-
mum age for work? The answer to educate and support
that is, despite the quite under-
standable protests of the children the development
thermselves, yes. Societies and fam-
ilies have a responsibility to edu-
cate and support the development members.
of their new members, to allow
and experience necessary for survival and at least modest prasperity.

Thailand has — almost —taken the decision to set a new mini-
mum working age. The Lower House has passed a new labour law
providing for a minimum age of employment of 15, up from the cur-
rent 13. It only awaits the approval of the Senate — something
campaigners can only hope can be achieved despite the current
preoccupation with political wrangling and economic concerns.
Some might say in the current circumstances, such alaw, would be
aluxury. But in fact, it is a necessity.

The Queen of England recently commented on the difficulty old-
er people find in keeping up with today’s technological, fast-paced
world. Even the fastest glance back over the past 45 years since her
coronation will show what massive changes have been wrought in
that tierce, in the wa}' we live, work, communicate and survive.

That is the time period we might expect a 13-year-old starting out
in the workforce today to be working. Six years or so of basic educa-
tion cannot put them in any position to dcai with ail those changes,
all that technology, all the challenges. We can admire a 10-year-old,
or a 13-year-old, who wants to shoulder the burden of supporting his
or her family. But in this case, we must say, adults know best.

These children should be in school, not working. Parents, and if
they cannot, Thai society, must support those children, at least un-
til the age of 15, to give them an opportunity for full development,
and the chance to make a real contribution to their own, and the
nation’s, future.
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What others say

Quote of the day

“ The men with the muck-rakes are often indispensable to the well-being of
society ; but only if they know when to stop raking the muck From a 1906 speech by
Theodore Roosevelt,Us president, writer .explorer and soldoer.who was born on oct 27

,1858.
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Straight Away Summary’

BUSINESS DAY

"Thailand' first international business daily "
.
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Senior Consultant’ Yongruth Makakonok . \n rt Editor: . tnjracha’.errr.

Tarrin's IM F Mission:

it %mtl)zs S(r:etrgl bth:azﬁ?le Int(;'n;gée dn;\z)onleltz:\é/?;%m ?8!\@
%rl § ?]

% : F a|¥5?hal e CON L
B Eﬁgg‘% i e 'd
100, 0 ﬁ&'\ot éﬁmnﬂ%w
oﬁmﬁﬁmk ]
il

er cunir
dlﬁl‘oq]ﬂslé[ et asn%e Bl Tore a f‘oa'r
Ct el W el
b%eheﬁ; m}% 1(r111ece racv%

i \e/éau u?—Iere 00, e(')nrgl\{a\f*ndr |On%liasl|(1)n3 and & al-
C|pa dla ove ment ’Tr%nue L{ddro tvas

5

VB 12 LB
on

o

e O #a%%eu%
Given Itheurﬁam dfve oprpents qancq(l\(gm er Tanin
gl
o M% i gqﬂgam
ee eg rmsan AHORS o 0 criih

%muc e? Sefpl%l a' Saﬁegen
Eﬁ)fe lele SerIOlJSH&S Feqlse noalrge n% Ere IS oe ce

ﬁn%ﬁ%ﬁﬁw &l g}r%ﬁes?esggeh esdﬂl?é) |ou|g(})n
v@%}%ﬂnﬂbmq@ Vﬁg %&Fﬁm% éceono m

a devasta n%ecre

P



mailto:b4ay@bdar.neC

118

. Straight Away Summary

| . Given al the unanticipated developments 1 Finance Minister Tarrin
Nimmanahaeminda will have plenty of reasons to ask for changes in loan condition. It
would be a mistake,however,for him to come across as someone with ready excuses
for why Thailand will be unable to meet the terms and conditions of the original
agreement,

What he must do is to put the focus on the future rather than the recent
past. Specifically he must present to IMF officials a plan of action which has a much
greater sense of urgency that the present one.

Despite the seriousness of the economic crisis here is no evidence that
crisis management is in full swing. On the contrary,the prevailing impression is that
officials as well as businesses are muddiing through as best they can without
overpowering courage and conviction.

The case of Bangkok Metropolitian Bank illustrates this impression wel.
The bank has been in sreious trouble for over two years,but substantive action to
remedy the situation only happened last week.

Aside from having very serious financial and economic problems,the
country also has a devastating credibility problém.The battle to for economic recovery
would be lost unless our leaders can establish credibility. This is Tarrin's most important
task. Tarrin’s IMF Mission : Eatablish Credibility

7 2541 3 206

Straight Away Summary
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OQur esthope
for the future

Economic conditions are bad and politics persists in being politics.
A common factor in the unhealthy condition ofboth is education,
orratherthe lack of . Afteryears ofwork, a national education
bill is taking shape, and with  the hopes ofthe nation.

ith the economy in a shambles, eyes are fo-
g cussed on the hole into which we have dug
ourselves and our chances ofclambering to
the surface in one, two ora few years. By
now we have a reasonable idea of how we
got into this mess and that much of the
blame rests with senior figures in the 5elds
of politics, busiriess and the bureaucracy.

Itis very pleasing to be able to point the finger at senior figures
in the hope that heads will roll from on high, butthis is all after the
event. The trouble is that we are all to blame, dircctly or other-
wise. True, itwas a small number who played a high stakes game
with foreign capital and lost, who dozed or acquiesced while busi-
nessmen pulled us over the precipice, who bestowed political
favours in return for a few pieces of silver.

There were also, of course, opggural cousins, who we like to ac-
cuse of selling their votes and own the river. The more forgiv-
ing of urban people put it down to education, or rather tile lack of
it: forgive them for they know not what they do. The charge, alas,
should not be directed exclusively at the provinces because it is city
people, who are generally better educated and more affluent, who
have, for decades, gone along with a shabby old system.

People who complain abouta rapacious police and bureaucracy
are often the first to proffer a banknote ifthat helps them get what
they want. Similarly, those who want their children to benefit from
the very besteducation are quick to shell out small fortunes, which
are accepted with glee, as guaran-

tees ofentry’ and all that goes with

it. but not necessarily the key to The recert rashof

know ledgel bed goverments
Recent events in high govern-

ment. particularly in the previous hes shonn how

administration, show how the edu-

cation deficithas contributed to the little importance hes
country's problems. With the econ- been atadned to

omy going belly-up, the then gov-

ernment searched desperately for education a the

salvation in the form of people with .

the rare commodity called knowl- highest levd.
edge. It was only when it was too
late did some take up the chai-
I R how we ended un under a gov-
ernmentwhich was in the end forced to adm it its own deficiencies.

The recentrash ofbad governments has shown how little impor-
tance has been attached to education at the highest level of ad-
ministration. The lessons should by now be clear, butwe are fortu-
nate that this time they will be underlined by the political reform
process. For the first time in decades, there IS the likelihood that
national education policy will stand or fall on its merits and not
with the fortunes of whatever coalition happens to be in office at
the time.

The National Education Bill, which is nearing completion, will
concentrate on imparting knowledge and not regarding students
as examination fodder. It aims to stream line the education .system
and bring it into line with international standards, so that, the
country can make the best possible investment in its best asset —
its own young people. So stunted is the present system, says the
chairman of the bill's drafting committee, that the best and the
brightest of students have been levelled down, their intellectual
ability destroyed. Gifted children, the committee found, are re-
garded as being problem atic.

The bill, which should be complete early next year, seeks )tap a
rich vein of as yet unexploited talent for the good of the nation. It is
a measure that must have universal support. While all eyes are on
the economy and the IMF, it might be worth considering that finan-
cial bankruptcy is bad enough but intellectual bankruptcy is worse.
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. The hillwhich should be complete early next year.seeks to tap a rich

vein of as yet unexploited talent for the good of the nation. It is a measure that must
have universal support. While all eyes are on the economy and the IMF 1t might be
worth considering that financial bankruptcy is bad enough but intellectual bankruptcy is
WOrse. Our best hope for the future 4
2540 338
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M averick American scientist Richard s,eed
is an unlikely figure to be playing God.
His life has essentially been one of frus-
tration and business failure. He holds
neither a medical qualification nor a recognised aca-
demic position and although he has carried out some
embryo research, his background is in physics.

But there seems to be no doubting his intention
to become the first man to clone a human being and
to take, in hifl own words, "the first serious step in
becoming one with God”

For many of the rest of \sl)who consider the human
anotoriously fallible creature, such sentiments stir
up considerable concern. And with good reason.

Since the Btunning news last year that scientists
had cloned an adult mammal - Polly the Scottish
sheep - the world has been forced to confront the
idea that it could now be technically possible to make
genetic carbon copies of humans. And it is very
apparent the human race is not yet ready to make
ajudgement on the ethical considerations of such
a possibility.

Most people have littlo idea what is involved in
the cloning process, but most people understand
the potential lor abuse or genetic chaos. Some of
our fears are the result of science fiction scenarios
that foresee the genetic resurrection of dead peo-

EDITORIAL

iIs notyetready for hum an

ple, the mass-production of dangerous superhu-
mans and the pursuit of' immortality by trans-
planting our brains in specifically-bred replacement
bodies.

But there is also a simpler fear that cloning is
something we should not mess with because it sub-
verts the evolutionary process and the most basic
impulse of humanity - to breed sexually. At the heart
of tile matter is that cloning sidesteps the reshuf-
fling and screening inherent in the genetic process
and strips evolution of the main source of the vari-
ation that drives it. Cloning would mark a break
from a billion year tradition of culling catastroph-
ic mutations.

Seed, with one eye apparently on the fortune that
is to be made and another on the notoriety associ-
ated with such a breakthrough, claims that his aim
is to simply help childless couples reproduce. Leav-
ing aside the point that reproducing an infertile par-
ent’'s genetic code would result in an infertile off-
spring, Seed’s claimed altruism belittles what is at
stake: cloning is much more than a reproductive
choice - it has consequences that could reverberate
for eternity. Polly was the culmination of 276 fail-
ures and could still yet prove to bo a walking time
bomb of tumours waiting to form.

Given Seed's lack of resources and technical skill,

clones

it is unlikely he will succeed with his plan. But
unless his declaration of intention is met with pub-
lic condemnation and international legislation to
impose a moratorium on human cloning experi-
ments, better qualified and better funded medical
entrepreneurs will soon move into test the ethical
void.

Nineteen European nations agreed on Monday to
prohibit efforts “to create human beings genetical-
ly identical to another human being, whether liv-
ing or dead”. Momentum is building Il the US Con-
gress for similar legislation.

These developments are a move in the right direc-
tion, but it- will take global action to prevent
the classic “mad scientist” pushing the envelope too
far.

It is also important to note that not all genetic
research is troubling. Limited clbning of human
material such as DNA and human cells could pro-
duce important medical advances. But the world
needs time to stop and consider all the ramifica-
tions of full human cloning.

Last year, Seed told a conference:

“Clones are going to be fun. | can't wait to make
two or three of my own self.”

It is such a flippant attitude that the world needs
to be on guard against.

uoireIond) Umouy jlom
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? . Well Known Quotation
1 : “Clones are going to be fun 1can't wait to make two or three of my own
self, *
It is such a flippant attitude that the world needs to be on guard against.
World is not yet ready for human clones 15
2541 23 48114
19

Well Known Quotation
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PI: A backlash of resentment is beginning to be felt  some quarters
against the direct role of US corporate players in the crisis and the US position in the
IMF . America has been discriminatory in its assistance to countries in the region, if not
in monetary terms then in deciding which countries to help first and in what way.

The US .given the strenght of its economy .will be the biggest beneficialry of the
regional crisis.But unless it shows greater resposibility and a more ruly global visions 1t
could lose more than it gains.

Summers 1visit to bangkok will make kind of world the US wants -a winnter take
battleground or an interdependent but more sustained place.

US must reveal its true colours 14 2541 23 48113
Mr.Summer
1
2
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