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This objectives of this research are to study the word construction processes in four-
syllable words in Tai Mau, and to classify the process types.

The first part of the study concerns the syllable and morpheme construction.  terms
of syllable construction, it is found that word with 2 syllable-forms have the construction of AABB.
Word with 3 syllable-forms are of two construction types, ABAC and ABCB. Those with four
syllable-forms are of only one construction type, ABCD. Out of 350 four-syllable words analysed,
The construction type found most is ABAC, ABCD, AABB and ABCB are found in succession.

terms of morpheme construction, it is found that there are four types of construction,
1) words with a four-syllable free morpheme, 2) words with 2 free morphemes, 3) words with 3
free. morphemes which consist of 1 two-syllable free morpheme and 2 one-syllable free
morphemes and 4) words with 4 free morphemes.

The second part of the study concerns the morphological processes.  Three
morphological processes are found, semantic reduplication which is found most, compounding,
and phonic reduplication.
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