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The purposes of this research were to study the ethical dilemma เก nursing practice 
เท Intensive Care Units and to find the relationships between attitude toward critically ill 
patient, attitude toward critical care, and grade point average with the intention to perform 
ethical behaviors concerning nursing practice of nursing students, and to search for variables 
that could be able to predict the intention to perform ethical behaviors concerning nursing practice 
in intensive care units. Research samples were 12 staff nurses in intensive care units and 364 
nursing students. Research instruments were a semi-structured interview and an audio cassette 
tape, two attitude scales and a test for the intention to perform ethical behaviors concerning 
nursing practice เท intensive care units All instruments were developed by the researcher and were 
tested for content validity and internal reliability. Statistical methods used เท data analysis were 
mean, standard deviation, t-test, Pearson’s product moment coefficient of correlation, and stepwise 
multiple regression analysis.

Major results of this study were the followings:

1. The ethical dilemma most commonly found in intensive care unit nursing practice 
were dilemma related to quality and standard of nursing care.

2. The intention to perform ethical behaviors concerning nursing practice เท 
Intensive care units of nursing students was at the low level.

3. There were no relationship between the attitude toward critically ill 
patient, grade point average and the intention to perform ethical behaviors of 
nursing students. Whereas, the attitude toward critical care was positively and 
significantly related to the intention to perform ethical behaviors concerning 
nursing practice เท intensive care units of nursing students, at the .05 level.

4. The factor that could significantly predict the intention to perform 
ethical behaviors concerning nursing practice เท intensive care units of nursina students was the 
attitude toward critical care This predictor was accounted for 12.34 per cent of the variance R2 = .1234
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