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Project Title : Social Impacts of Eastern Seaboard Industrialization on
Local Communities
Name of the Investigators : Surichai Wun’Gaeo

Preecha Kuwinpant, Ph.D.
Prasit Swasdiyart
Year 1997

Abstract

This two-year research project aims at studying the impacts of the ESB
industrialization project on the local communities by focusing on industrialization as a local
process in the context of national and international dynamics, on the social and
environmental impacts on the communities, and on the policy recommendations.

The methods of study of the first year are documentary and broad field surveys in
the areas around and further from the industrial estates. In the second year, indepth study
and surveys are used for 2 selected communities, one agricultural the other fishery.

As for the findings, the regional and international political economic dynamics have
borne much for the start of the ESB project, international and domestic recession have
caused delays, while the changes in East Asian economies, particularly after the yen
appreciation and a more consistent policy of the government have produced positive
results.

As for the community survey the first agricultural community, firstly, in the earlier
phase, land transfers and the related market situation have meant high pressures on
agricultural occupations. Secondly, the local farming communities, rather than migration
have supplied industrial workers. Thirdly, the designated “greenbelt areas” had already
been transformed. Fourthly, differences in industrial jobs opportunities among agricultural
households appear to create widened income gaps.  Fifthly, there are increasing
environmental impacts, and, sixthly, the relationship between the villagers and the local
temple has been more or less stable. For the second case study, the fishing community,
firstly, there were similar pressures on agriculture due to land transfers. Secondly, there are
thousands of in-migrant workers from the North East mainly living in construction sites.
Their children and the local schools need much adaptation to one another. Thirdly,
community living environments worsened due to lack of sanitation, and especially there are
health complaints due to air and water pollution. Among all these community level

impacts, the environmental issues have been serious.
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The local-level structures and institutions, both at the community and the provincial
offices, have not been able to respond adequately to the problems incurred in the
industrialization process. The ESB related organizational framework to monitor the impacts
appear to be too much aloof and too clumsy to tackle the problems due to the impacts. As
for policy recommendations, firstly, although social impacts were partially foreseen, but
the reality of implementation need much more policy priorities. Secondly, the monitoring
framework and organizations are in need of capacity strengthening. And, thirdly, the
participation process of and channels for local communities and their member need urgent
policy attention. Further study needs to be conscious in linking more community-based

efforts with policy process.
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