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## 6180983824 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Social media movement, Social movement, Umbrella movement
Potsapan Sukkasem : THE NEW FORM OF PUBLIC SPACE AND POLITICAL
COMMUNICATION: THE UMBRELLA MOVEMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA .

Advisor: KHORAPIN PHUAPHANSAWAT, Ph.D.

The 2014 protest in Hongkong, known as the Umbrella Movement, originally strived
for political rights to elect their own candidate for the Hongkong Chief Executive. Pressuring
both Hong Kong and Chinese central government, this movement then occupied the downtown
streets and disrupted the city transportation. At the same time, it significantly utilized online
social networks as a new form of public space to promote their political campaign. This study
aims to analyze roles and impacts of online media in the Umbrella Movement and compare it to
other social media movements during 2011 - 2014. The paper emphasizes the so-called
Hashtag Activism, the hashtag usage which connects protesters together and politically
solidified them. It helped facilitate political participation and discussions among online
citizens. In addition, this study aims to examine internet memes in the Umbrella Movement in
both linguistic and caricatural forms. Lastly, the paper also addresses several limits of this

online activism resulting in the movement discontinuity.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ...........cceeveeereennne.
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