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This thesis is a study of the roles of the Khas in the transformation of Thai and
Lao History. This study focuses on the “Kha Rebellion” which occurred in the period
of the Siamese elite’s expansion of the power into the Lan-Xang areas during 1872-
1893. The study proposes that when the Siamese elite westernized the country, they
imitated western colonization by expanding their power into local areas. They
created a form of Siamese colonialism by changing Lan-Xang's relationship with
Siam from a “Tributary Dependent state” to become part of the “Royal Territories of
Siam.”

While the local Lao elite accepted Siamese power over their territories the
Khas fought against both the Siamese and Lao domination by aligning with the Hos
who had invaded Lan - Xang. The Khas formed their own rebellions called the “Kha
Cheuang” movement for the liberation of indigenous people from Siam and Lao.
The aim of the movement was to establish an indigenous state.

Finally, “Kha Cheuang” was defeated. However, this incident weakened the
Lao elite and the Siamese state never attained full sovereignty over the borders of
Lan - Xang. This is one of the reasons why Siam was defeated by France in the

incidence during 1891-1893.
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