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An app roach  was d e v e lo p e d  to  e v a lu a t e  b e n e f i t s  and c o s t s  o f  
{in tro d u c in g  and u s in g  a s e t  o f c l i n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  in  s e l e c t i n g  c a s e s  fo r  
g iv in g  p r esu m p tiv e  tr e a tm e n t where e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e  i s  u s in g  f e v e r  a s  
th e  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n .  The s tu d y  i s  b a sed  on h y p o t h e t ic a l  d a ta , se co n d a ry  
d a ta  from th e  an n u a l r e p o r t s  o f  th e  V ecto r  Borne D is e a s e s  C o n tro l  
Program o f Myanmar and th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v ie w e d .

A s e t  o f  c l i n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  was d e v e lo p e d  u s in g  a l o g i s t i c  
r e g r e s s io n  m odel t o  p r e d ic t  b lo o d  s l i d e  p o s i t i v i t y .  R ainy sea so n ^  
tem p era tu re  e q u a l to  o r  h ig h e r  than 38' c  and s p l e n i c  en la rg em en t w ere 
found to  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  B ased on th e  s p e c i f i c i t y  and 
s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  th e  c r i t e r i a  c o n s id e r e d ;  two e q u a t io n s ,  one f o r  v a lu in g  
b e n e f i t s  and th e  o th e r  f o r  v a lu in g  c o s t s  a r i s i n g  from in tr o d u c in g  and  
U sin g  th e  c l i n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  w ere d e v e lo p e d .

B e n e f i t s  w ere d e f in e d  a s  s a v in g  o f drug c o s t s  f o r  t r e a t i n g  f a l s e  
p o s i t i v e  c a s e s  u n n e c e s s a r i ly .  C o s ts  w ere m easured in  term s o f a d d i t io n a l  
c o s t s  in c u r r e d  on in tr o d u c in g  and u s in g  th e  c l i n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  d e v e lo p e d โ 
Both b e n e f i t s  and c o s t s  w ere e v a lu a te d  from th e  p r o v id e r  v ie w p o in t .  
B e n e f i t  c o s t  r a t i o  was found to  be. more than u n it y  when th e  s l i d e  
p o s i t i v e  r a t e  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  low and th e  number o f  new c a s e s  i n f e c t e d  
by ea ch  f a l s e  n e g a t iv e  c a s e  was n o t h ig h . I f  th e  b lo o d  s l i d e  p o s i t i v i t y  
r a t e  i s  h ig h  t h i s  app roach  may n o t be a p p l ic a b le .

A lth ou gh  th e r e  a r e  some l i m i t a t i o n s  to  th e  ap p roach  i t s  
s i m p l i c i t y  makes i t  e a s y  to  u n d ersta n d  and a p p ly . I t  may a l s o  su p p lem en t 
à more co m p reh en siv e  approach  in  e v a lu a t in g  b e n e f i t s  and c o s t s  th a t  
c o u ld  a r i s e  from in tr o d u c in g  a new d ia g n o s t i c  t e c h n o lo g y  in  c o n t r o l l i n g  
m a la r ia .
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