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The objective o f this thesis is to recommend on the physical development o f  
Ko Samet to accommodate tourism w ith in the carrying capacity o f the island based on the 
relationship between the ecosystem, tourism, infrastructure and public utilities.

The thesis is based on primary data gathered from fie ld research (inch 
interviews) in Ko Samet, as well as secondary data. The data were used to study the land 
use from the past to the present, including occurring problems and their priorities; the 
carrying capacity o f  the island; and, to recommend guidelines fo r appropriate 
development and management o f the island.

The result o f this study points to three major problems, namely:
•  deterioration o f land;
•  property distribution; and,
•  lack o f a basic infrastructure.
A ll three problems are related to the invasion o f the National Park.

Furthermore, the thesis shows that the tourist carrying capacity can be divided 
into the carrying capacity based on nature and carrying capacity based on available 
infrastructure. A t present, the later is generally effected by lack o f proper management.

The recommendation resulting from the thesis can be summarized as follows:

• The target o f development should be to increase the quantity o f  daytime 
visitors and to control the number o f overnight staying visitors.

In support o f the overall target the fo llow ing measures should be taken:
1. lim it areas assigned for tourism;
2. increase measures to control number o f visitors;
3. increase infrastructure capacity; and,
4. lim it concentration o f activities on the island.
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