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This is a comparative study of “the Prince” in Machiavelli's political thought and the
"rulership” of General Suchinda Kraprayoon. It is a documentary research with textual and some
contextual analyses. The researcher intends to prove the inconsistency between the “rulership” of
General Suchinda Kraprayoon and the model of “the Prince" in Machiavelli's political thought.
Although there is some similar patterns between General Suchinda's rulership and Machiavelli's the
Prince, however, General Suchinda was unsucessful to maintain and secure his political power. The
failure to maintain and secure his rulership despite his Machiavellian style of rulership is due to the
difference of General Suchinda's and Machiavelli's socio-political contexts rather than the dark side of
his fortune or the impracticability of Machiavelli's model of “the Prince".
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