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This thesis aims to argue that while women in the nineteenth century are 
conditioned to be dependants on males and conform to their expectations, in fact, 
they have the potential to be empowered so as to live more independently and to 
have greater control over their lives. The rigid demarcation of gender roles and 
spheres, the paradigm of male dominance and female submissiveness and 
female needs, aspirations and quests, all of which are emphasized in Bronte’ร 
novels are explored. It is found that women are regarded as inferior and 
subordinate to males and are hence confined in their traditional roles as mothers 
and wives within the domestic sphere. Such social restraints critically deprive 
women of necessary resources for income earning and bar them from developing 
and asserting themselves more fully. Being thus conditioned, women subjugate 
themselves to men from whom they expect love and protection. These conditions 
are inclined to make women suffer in frustration at being powerless and extremely 
limited in the choices available to them. เท presenting these, the novels point out 
that women have the potential as well as aspirations to be exposed to a greater 
variety of experiences and to engage themselves in a more significant manner. 
The novels, ultimately, point to the need for women to be empowered more 
substantially and to be recognized more as individuals in such a way so as tc be 
able to be accorded with the dignity they deserve.

Department......... English............Student’s signature......... .(̂ ?!’ไ ' ไ ' ' : . • โ . ...........

Academie year... .2000
Field of study.......English



Acknowledgment

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Dr. Carina Chotirawe, my 
advisor, for her kind efforts in helping and advising me through the period of my 
thesis research and writing. Not only did she help me with forming the idea of the 
thesis but also supported me with aspects I needed to be aware of in research, 
analysis and writing. I would like to thank Dr. Phachee Yuvajita and Mr. Simon 
Jeremy Peter Wright, the thesis committee, who kindly spent hours reading this 
thesis and burdened themselves with all the necessary procedure. I would never 
have the capacity of writing this thesis, had I not been given the opportunity to 
study, in the first place, from my parents who realized the importance of education 
though they never were educated. Finally, I would like to express my special 
gratitude to Maurice Leonhardt who constantly provided me with support and 
helpful suggestions.



CONTENTSCONTENTS

page
Thai Abstract ....................................................................................................  iv
English Abstract ............................................................................................ V
Acknowlegement ...........................................................................................  vi
Chapter

I Introduction ....................................................  1
II The Condition of Nineteenth Century British

Women in the Works of Charlotte Bronte ................  21
III Women’s Aspirations and Struggles for

Self-Fulfillment: The Quest Theme in Jane Eyre
and Villette ..................................................................  46

IV Conclusion .......................................................... 73
References .................................................................................................. 82
Vita ..................................................................................................................  88

vii


	Cover (Thai)

	Cover (English)

	Accepted

	Abstract (Thai)

	Abstract (English)

	Acknowledgements

	Contents


