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] The purpose of this study are to research into the royal prerogative relating to subjects
petitioned in Thailand and to determine the origin of the king’s power,the scope and the results of
the exertioh of his power which has not been written in the Constitution.

JIt is found that in the past there were three kinds of petitions,namely , a petition
requesting royal assistances petition requesting a royal pardon and a petition concerning court cases
arose from! the old Thai court system prior to the court reformation. The old system and separated

] the trial sybtem and the judging system. A judge was in charge of the trial system and ajury of the
| judging system. The jury would adjust the law according to what the judge presented in his account,
The belief ihat the law could not be appealed made the law irreversible. "The subjects, then presented
their petitioln to the king to reconsider the performance of the jury when he judged the cases.
qurrentIy,a petition concerning court cases cannot he appealed to the king according to
Courtributit‘l)nal Court Act article 20 clause 2 concerning a subject’s rights limitation. The subjects
can present either a petition requesting royal assistance or a petition requesting a royal pardon. As
for the petition requesting a royal assistance,the king can help his subjects directly or asks his
officers to! take care of the matters to relieve his subjects’suffering. The officers are willing to
execute the king’s wishes according to the Convention of the Constitution. In terms of a petition
requesting ja royal pardon according to the Criminal Procedure Code Volume 7.The petition
requesting a royal pardon 5however 5must involve criminal law only. Other cases are categorized
as the petition requesting royal assistance. The presentation of a petition to the king has a long
history in jThai tradition and his subjects. The subjects , in mm 5 feel deep appreciation and are
etmally loyal to the monarchy which is a major institution in Thailand.
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