wi(

.. 2530

ISBN 974-567-357-9

012402 gpesuns



THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PEOPLE TOWARDS THE ROLE
AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Miss Sunan Aungkurdchok

A Tilesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of The Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts
Department of Government
Graduate School
Chulalongkorn University
I'JB7



kl

UsysIunssunis

(f@ns19158 AU GAN)

H 11/ vvV

(Wl



D
[N}
LO
N

«



125
(chi-square)

(contingency coefficient)

37



»T

30



Thesis Title The Understanding of the People Towards the Role
and Responsibility of the Membersof Parliament

Name Miss Sunan Aungkurdchok

Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Pornsak Pongpaeo, Ph.D.

Department Government

Academic Year 1986

ABSTRACT

In the democratic system, the people elect their representatives
or M.p.'s to represent them in making decisions in the state's affairs
for the common benefit of the people. The duties of the M.p.'s as
prescribed in the constitution, are legislation, check on, and control
of the operations of the government. In their capacity of representatives,
the M.p.'s will represent interests and make know hardship of the people;
and one principal duty of the M.p.'s is to help give political knowledge
to the public. If they can fulfil those duties, it is believed that the
political system will make concrete progress. But in actuality, M.p.'s
have been able to perform those duties in a rather unsubstantial degree,
while the conduct of some of them reflected the absence of a sense of
responsibility. The conduct that was incompatible with constitutional
principles was accounted for public misunderstanding and negative public
attitude towards the M.p.'s themselves. In the democratic system, the
people theoretically play the most important role of checking on the perfor
mance of those elected to represent them. In this case, the people must
possess political knowledge and understand that they elect representatives
for the purpose of enabling representatives to take part in the government'

decision-making and to change any of the government's policies or to create



a government satisfactory to tne people. To achieve that purpose,

it is essential that the people also understand properly the role
and duties of representatives in addition to having a favourable
attitude towards such representatives. Only such understanding and
attitude that can hopefully give rise to greater public participation
in political activities, and greater public support for the working
of parliament and the political system. This will contribute to
providing a solid foundation for political developments as well as

the Thai democratic system.

Objectives of the Study

1. To study the people's knowledge and understanding of the
legal role and responsibilities of Members of Parliament.

2. To study the tendency of the people's desire to elect
Members of Parliament based on their own expectations rather than on
an aim to have these M.p.'s assume the roles as stated in the law.

3. To ascertain the pattern of public attitude towards tne

roles and responsibilities of Members of Parliament.

Method of Study

The researcher created a tool in the form of structured
interview in the study and conducted interviews to test the people's
understanding of and attitude on the roles and responsibilities of
M.p.'s The form consisted of questions which were tested for accuracy
and subject to calculation of potential distribution value and degree

of reliability. The form listed a total of 37 questions.



The population was composed of sampling groups in 3 sub-
districts, namely, Nam Daeng, Bang Kaew and Na Muang in Muan District
of Chachoengsao. The total was 125 persons. Frequency distribution,
Chi-square, contingency coefficient were employed in the analysis of

data.

Findings of the Study

1. The people's understanding of the legal roles and duties
of M.p."s was perfunctory. In other words, the people knew only that
M.p.'s served as their representatives and could make representation
in regard to their interests and hardships. They did not understand
the major roles and duties in respect of legislative process and control
of the government.

2. Taking into account the variables regarding economic and
social conditions of the people and their understanding of the roles
and duties of M.p.'s, the level of difference in political knowledge
was significant. Males with education in low-age and high-income groups
who are engaged in government service and business and who lived in
the municipal area possessed greater understanding of the legal roles
and duties in the matter of legislation and control of the government
than other groups. It was found that most of the housewife group with
residence outside the municipal area gave negative replies about the
duties of M.p.'s.

3. The majority of the sampling group elected M.p.'s on the
basis of their own expectations rather than on a desire to have M.p.'s
perform their prescribed duties. In other words, in choosing a repre-

sentative, the people gave an equal degree of attention to both political



parties and candidates and only a minority considered parties an
important factor.

4. On consideration of the variables regarding the economic
and social conditions of the people and their election of M.p." , such
conditions had no influence on the people's choice of candidates.
Only females and housewives paid greater regard to individual candidates,
while government officials and those with bachelor's degree-level
education considered both the parties and candidates.

5. The people maintained a negative attitude towards M.p.'s.
On consideration of the variables in respect of economic and social
conditions of the people, it was found that negative attitude towards
M.p.'s differed at a significant level. Those in a good economic and
social position, particularly government officials, in the municipal
area maintained a negative attitude towards M.p.'s in a greater degree
than people in a lower economic and social position, females, and
those living outside the municipal area. Besides, the findings indicated
that farmers outside the municipal area with age below 30 had a favourable

attitude towards M.p.'s.
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