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ABSTRACT

Alcoholic drinks have had definite relation to the customs and
conventions of the Thai people from the remote past. Even in religious
ceremonies, alcoholic drinks are often offered to the unseen power,
There is no doubt that the practice in India is not much different
from this. It is due of this that the researcher undertakes to study
the beverages of the ancient India in so far as they are related to the
way of life and the customs of the people from the time of the Rigveda

onwards.

It is found in the course of the study that the Aryan from the
very first period we know of are familiar with many kinds of drink,
especially Soma which is the most important drink of all. xt is
regarded as sacred and worthy to be offered to several gods. At times,
this Soma drink is partaken by the officiating Brahmans who helieve
that their wishes will be fulfilled by this sacred drink, such as
immortality and attainment to heaven. They will also have all the wealth
and riches they desire. Not only these, because of the efficacy of this

drink, no dangers or calamities will ever befall them. On the other hand,



the kind of drink collectively called by the term y.adya zr Sura is always

despised and never recommended in the Sanskrit literature at all.

Data are collected from the Vedic texts and, in the course of

study, the opinions of modem scholars are always judiciously consulted.

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter
Is introductory part in which the topic is defined, the scope of the
research set and the research procedure given. The second chapter is
on the actual handling of the soma plant, from the acquisition, the
pressing of the sprouts to the mixing of the juice with necessary
ingredients. The offering ceremony of the prepared Soma juice to gods
Is also dealt with in this chapter. The third chapter describes the
effects of the Soma drink especially on Indra, the warrior god of the
Vedic time. The rewards of the Soma offering and the fulfillment of
wishes after the drinking of Soma are then taken up. The fifth chapter
IS the conclusion and the last. As Soma has been raised to godhedd
even in the Vedic time, it is suggested in this last chapter that
further study on Soma as an Aryan god be taken up Dy subsequent

researchers.
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