(Achatina fuliea)
(A Study on The Ecology and Biology

of Giant African Snail Achatina fuliea Ferussac.)
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A Study on the Ecology and Biology
of Giant African Snail

Achatina fulica Ferussac

Miss Ookeow Prakobvitayakit. Department of Biology.  1965»

The Observation of Giant African Snails was made both in
nature and in laboratory for a period of 2 years (1962-1963 ).
The objectives are to determine their habitats, feeding behavior,
reproduction, egg laying, rate of growth and estivation. It was
found that the Giant African Snails live in the place with  the
relative humidity not less than 60 «%. The snail' reproductive
season is from May to Octo~er and estivates from November toApril,
They are herbivores and nocturnal "-mais and eat a great deal of
plants. Furthermore, it has been observed that the snails
copulate and lay egg at night. They lay about 60 - 300 eggs once
depending upon their environment, size and age. Non-ferti |1 zed
egg are not viable. Their rate of growth is considerable such
that they can lay their eggs f~T the ¢ rst time at the
age of about 1 year. During the estivation the snails withdraw
in their shells and produce films of muc- to close the apertures
Estivation is caused by a prolonged period of both low humidity

and lack of sufficient food.
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