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Former PM Seni dies at a : 02

oo r~  The Seri Thai Movement was subse- _ Trent CoIIe
e i uentla/setu ?ts ro? ﬁnt ed revent eFA Xtthea otr} enroIIed at Oxford
THAILAND Iosta(r;reat statesman yes- 1 United States f romtreatrng hailand’as nrversrt WorcesterCo ege, where e
terday when former prime minister and, a (efeateq er\emy at the end ofthe war™' studred w He ra uat 1929.Th
|Dem crat Party foun erMRSeanramorl Immedratey after the war, Senrwas year, easo arn rstcarre onours an
' whose [r Japanese role arrn?WorId recalled to THailand fo assume th eP st recovete arFrrreo 300 Hrneas the
Warn elped savethecoarntrY rom its 7 ofpnme minister. The count rg xth  Tirst Asian to ever receive the award,
serrous c0 sequences die eagle ofI rerr]nrrTelrmt;eeertlso held the osrtr noffor vur rom nGrng/s Inn, where he studied for
- | -
obﬂtu%“t.gtt”tﬁtdkttn% TR o e "%t"ttr%“e "Ww r'tettqt% rst”r'rteeéétt”e%dt% dhe i
| |_Yester aymornrnﬁ atBangﬁk ' Fﬂ mtﬂnwl*%t\% ¥1 6/’9 9% AR i e
era

1"
’ Auu v anb Te Coure Ol Alppeats.

tal Serb h% éen hqu éahs(%d ing a vital role in gru,servmg the' ’I‘hax / He co-founded the Democrat Party, the

Slnce When e’was admitte people’s freedom. . BR wmuYa oldest surviving political party,
n errt |sease and emnﬁth%sema, aresultof - However, Seni’s accomplishments have -~ on April 61946, Co-founder Kuang Abhai-
1Slong hlStory 0TSMOKINg Clgarettes been scarcely recognised in‘his beloved i - wongse served as the first leader and

country. InAU?USI 1995,0U ears aﬂertne' }Ibenrnecame NIs aeput

1 Bribute: A3 Japaniese surtender, wher Thailand’for~ .1 1968, after the Xemrse of Kuan?
, »[ne frﬁst time ofiicialy thoured Sgrr | Fenrwas ‘elected the Democrat Party
The curtain has fallen on a manwhowas - Thai, his name was scarceymentrone eader, ;
lrot totBIIY Rccessfulasalocel oIrtrtiaI Seni outlived his oungerbrothere re - iaterserved as prime minister for
eader utwho played a'crucial war role. — mier MR Kukrit Pr mo ther%reatbg prubreusho t periods in 1975 andl
Ser served ast e ambassador to the ure in Thai po |t|cs w |ed|n r["-"with thé’ onqest term lasting only fr
Ited S tates when Ja nese orces 199 4 mopths, M ﬁ hrster s Were. serve
-rnvadedThar Tand In Dece LI ehls brother Kukrit, Seni osseslsed H er tt)e shadow of military dictator-
governmento leld Marsha PaekPrbuI man}/ta ents, He was reowned as alaw 1 sfips
on %ramyre ded to Japan fsdem?nd for  schofar, talented piano and vigin' \E eiYer Y ./ In"October 1976 Senrwa o%sted from
'[access throuigh the cou try oraplanned  composer, parnter noet, writer,as | power Inami |tarycoup ea e the late
invasion of Burma and Iridia. a seasone r[p lomat, judge, professorA A?mrrfrl Sa- ngad Chalorym fol owrn bru-
In January. 1942, seven weeks after prominent fawyer. tal killings 0 students at Thamniasat

The attack_on Pearl Harbour and the In addrtronto translatrn man ofthel [ my ersrtg/ by righ wrngvrgrlantes Seni
:Japanese invasion of Thailand, Seni Wor so T ailan Snlg)stfa OMJ etsinto rry asaccu edoffailing to prévent the vio-

‘received an uncoded cable from the 0v Enguish, he wrote textoooks on law, on Eng- g1

eminent instructing ﬁrm to declare Irsh and Thai Hterature andonhbw“playw" /After the coup, he left politics for a
onthe US in the name of Thailand, ' . [ quiet retirement and riurt as the Demo-
/Qne/historian’ says that..when’Seni Senr wasborn- on' Ma 26 -1905,..in " crat leader four years fater,

arrived at the US State Departmenfwith ~ Nakhon Sawah, the first son to Prince”t” ISard once said” of democracy: ‘Democ-
“the-Thai war .declaration, he tapped his,  Kamrob, a former national poIrcechjef andy racy is-not'the best form of government,
I (0t pocke tand saig: 0 the Secretary of. ouous iy, ol s o 18 Yaoba g VRLE, SR ) s
state: Tm keeping the declaration i'my  He studied in four Bangkok schaols 31t for the starry-eyed. I¢s human. Human
“ockethecause 1°am convinced it-does ; before finishing his secondary educa’ -. beings must make it work.”
' otrepresent the will ofthe Thal people tion at Suan Kularb School.'In*1920,7 %35 Heis survived by his wife, Thanpuying
Lsana Pramor and three children.

JWithAmerican help, |.propose o prove it when he was 13, he was admitted to!7:Us:




THE Nation

ENI PRA

Ded:cated o Duty

May 26,1305; MR Seni Pramojis bom in
Nakhon Sawan as the first son to Prince.
Kamrob and Mom Dang.

1920; Admitted to Trent College in England
after graduating from Suan Kuiarb School in
Bangkok.

1925: Enrolls at Oxford University's Worces-
ter College to study law.

1929: Receives his degree. While at Oxford,
he also studied for the English Bar at Gray's
Inn and later gained first class honours and
the coveted Bar Prize of 300 guineas, the
first Asian to ever receive the award.

1930: Returns to Thaiiand and gains the aca-
demic qualifications to become a barrister-at-

law.

1932: Becomes ajudge of the Civil Court
1938: Becomes ajudge of the Court of
Appeals.

1940: Appointed envoy plenipotentiary to
Washington DC

During World War Il (1942-1945): While
serving as the Thai ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, he ieads the Seri Thai (Free Thai)
movement which launches resistance activi-

ties against Japanese occupation of Thai-
| land.

Sept 1945-Jan 1946: Serves as a prime min-

ister for the first time.

April 6,1946: Seni co-founds the Democrat
Party with former prime minister Kuang
Abhaiwongse and becomes the party's
deputy leader.

1946-1948: Serves as Foreign minister, Jus-
tice minister and Education minister, respec-
tively, in three Kuang Abhaiwongse Cabinets
(January 1946 to March 1946, November
1947 to February 1948 and February 1948
to April 1948).

1959: Appointed chief counsel for Thaiiand
atthe International Court of Justice in The
Hague in the dispute with Cambodia for the
possession of Khao Phra Vinarn hill. Thailand
lost the case. -

1968: Elected leader of the Democrat Party
after the death of Kuang Abhaiwongse.

Feb 1975-March 1975: Serves as premier
for the second time after the Democrats win
the greatest number of seats in the House of
Representatives. His minority government
fails to gain a vote of confidence, forcing the
Democrat Party into the opposition against
the coalition led by his younger brother, MR
Kukrit Pramoj.

April 1976-Sept 1975: Serves as prime min-
ister for the third time after his party again
secures the greatest number of House seats

and manages to form a coalition government.

Oct 5,1976: Reinstated as prime minister a

few days after quitting his post following polit-

ical problems. Concurrently serves as
Defence minister, the first civilian to hold the
post

Oct 8,1976: Deposed after the bloody sup-
pression of the student movement and ensu-
ing coup by the National Administrative
Reform Council.

1980: Resigns from the Democrat Party as
leader.

July 28,1997: Dies of chronic pulmonary
obstruction and kidney failure at age 92.



leader rests in peace

The Natioa

THE Democrat Parly I mourning the loss
of a_beloved former le ii er Seni Pramog
patriotic when national interests were 4t
stake and romantic and kind-hearted In
ger oenaal reelg]tronshrps who died yesterday
“The ountr has” Iost reat leader an
| have fost a yreat teacﬁegr,”,a grim- faceg
party leader Chuan.Legkpai sard .4
The Democratfounder was a-“truly:
emocratr%and totallry honest leader who -
everyt Ing for the. country .Chuan

crat arty with former prrme minister -
Kuang Abharwon se and became the
FarAys dep [y Ieader He was elected
eader of tne Democrat Party in 1968 after
the death of Kuanr? Abh aywongse :
huan was amo gt e rrst] 0 arrive at
Bana ok Hospital tollowing the news that
the 92- year -old former prime minister had

er Democrats shared Chuan’s fee
P W ocrats shared Chuan fee
ings.and oprnrons about the man who did
Tharlan a reat service durrng WorId

War II ny see Ing US suy port”for the
estaplish ent of the anti-Japanese Seri
Thai (Free Th aJ movement,

Former Demdcrat leader Bhichai Rat-
takul remembered Senr as a good soorts
man who liked fair play in political hat
tles. “He always told us that It doesnt
matter If we Win or lose an eIectron as
long as we stick to the right prrnch es and
are honestwrth the Peo le,” Bhichai said.

tﬁy Democrat leader Marut Bunna%
note at Senr was among few Thal prim
ministers wno “became poorer and poor-
er as time went by”. Younqer Demacrats
_regard Seni as a role mode

“He was a key reason why | became a
Democrat He was_honest and patriotic.

What he did was in the interests of the
nation and the people,” Phang Nga MP and
party executiv Iturrn Laks%navrsrt sald.

Démocrat spokesman Abnisit Vejjajiva
said the party must attribute its Iongevr
t{y and 1uccess fo the %roundwork laid by
ormer, leaders, partictilar g Seni
‘He institutionalised the Demacrat Party
and crea&ed many gortant politicians for
Thailand,” Abhisit said

Former Soarty member Veera Musrga ong
recale eni’s warm personal character.

He liked to play. the piano and srng
whenever he couId frnd the time. He wa
goo to everybody,” Veera said. i

After work, no matter how Jate it was”
Seni would play music and sing along. .

He Ioveét western and classical songs,
Senr could often be found with a pencil
and paper about hrs person because he
liked 1o sketch peoP e’ ﬁces

“He used to say thaf there were three
men inside him < Seni Pramog the mus-
cian, Seni Pramo|J the artisf and Seni
Pramoj the lawyer, Veera said.

Senr’s widow, Usana Pramoj, said her
huspand never ‘cared about searching for
prarse o, o our,

orng IS best and< never wantrng hon-
our or anything are the mainm prin-
ciples an vaIues that Seni Pramoj has
always Kept In his mind,” she said.

Jufin said Seni would always be in the
hearts of Democrats The bigg e%t honour
a man can get Is a place mBeoTo S hear
when he dies,” the oun% ocrat said.

oynger people learn_from the
inan anoh er former' Democrat
eader, T ana Khomaii.
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Doing his best and never

. . The country has lost a
wanting honour 0r anything A dy ¢ | He was a key reason why |
. . reat leader and | have losta
in return are the main g became a Democrat. ITe was '
great teacher. €X honest and patriotic. What

principles and values Seni
Pratnoj always kept in his %!QF !Eﬂﬁf he did was in the interests'of
mind. 8 the nation and the people.©((

tS]T

L0 R ! (RO B

He institutionalised the

Democrat Party and created
many important politicians
for Thailand. @k

He used to say that there
were three men inside him -

Seni Pramoj who was a

musician, Seni Pramoj who fISHisIT Vejjajiva
. i DEMOCRAT SPOKESI. |
was an artist and Seni

Pramoj who was a lawyer.59

VEERA MUSIGAPONG
FORMER DEMOCRAT PARTY MEMBER
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below, poses

and,

top picture

one of his most enjoyable pastimes,

demonstrates his skill for playing the piano

Seni

in October 1995

for the cameras with his younger brother Kukrit Pramoj who died
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