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This thesis aims at studying the significance of social status in
Thai society through name. In Thai society certain names are reserved for
the people of higher status while some others are for the people of lower
status.

This study attempts to illustrate the pattern of names adoption
of the economically high-status groups in present day Thai society and
the struggle to maintain the identity of the former higher-status groups.

It is found out that those of Chinese origin prefer to adopt Thai
names and surnames more and more. The high-status groups names adoption
points to three differrent categories; that is tendency to utilize complicate
words as names, different pattern of words combination, and useing grand
words for names. This prosperity was obvious since the world war two period.

The attempt to use name adoption to differentiate between the
high-born groups and the economically higher status groups is not successful
since the latter get closer to former as far as name adoption is concerned.
This has become the pattern of name adoption of higher-status groups in
present day Thai society.

In the present situation, name adoption can distinguish between
those of higher-economic status groups and those of lower economic groups.
It is not merely the differentiation between the noble-born and the commoners.

This study makes use of names of people of different status. These
names are taken from schools. It is also found out that, to a lesser extent,
urban-rural differentiation has some influence over name adoption.
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