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T h is  s tu d y  used  f e m in is t  th e o r y  t o  in v e s t ig a t e  f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  

id e a s  h e ld  by e l i t e s  i n  w o m en 'ร r i g h t s  a d v o c a te  g ro u p s  and i n t e r n a l  and 

e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  th e  e v o lu t i o n  o f  such  g ro u p s  in  T h a i la n d .  D e p th  

i n t e r v ie w  was used  f o r  th e  d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n  fro m  29 re s p o n d e n ts .

The s tu d y  showed th e  f o l l o w in g  f a c t o r s  made f o r  th e  g ro u p s ' s u c c e ss  i n  

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

I n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  in c lu d e d  le a d e r s ,  m o s t o f  whom h a ve  h ig h  s o c ia l  

s t u t u s  and e d u c a t io n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  fro m  a b ro a d . Some o f  them  had been 

in f lu e n c e d  by W e s te rn  th o u g h t  such  as fe m in is m ,  i n  v a r io u s  fo r m s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

a c t i v i s t s  w e re  k n o w le d g e a t le  a b o u t t h e i r  w o rk ,  w o rke d  w e l l  i n  s t r o n g  te a m s , 

w e re  e f f i c i e n t ,  and a d a p te d  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h e s  and m e th o d s  t o  c h a n g in g  p o l i t i c a l ,  

econom ic  and s o c ia l  s i t u a t i o n s .

E x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  in d u e d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  

s u p p o r t iv e  o f  g r e a t e r  g e n d e r e q u a l i t y ,  c o o p e r a t iv e  n e tw o rk in g  among w om en 's  

o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  cam p a ig ns f o r  w om en 's  r i g h t s  on v a r io u s  is s u e s ,  and f i n a n c i a l  

a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  fo u n d a t io n s .
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