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# # 5880615224 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD:
Narawadee Suwannakoot : Russian Foreign Policy towards the Kurile
Islands during 2000-2008. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Chookiat Panaspornprasit,
Ph.D.

This thesis studies factors that contribute to Russia’s tough foreign policy
towards Kuril Islands under President Vladimir Putin during 2000 - 2008. The
researcher studies potential factors at 3 levels as follows 1) individual level actors
2) domestic level actors 3) international level actors. The researcher aims to find
factors that play major role in Russia's harsh attitudes toward Kuril Islands. In the
early days of President Putin's presidency, Russia has tried to resolve the dispute.
The turning points occur when Russia has begun to develop the economy on the

islands, and set up military service with the main goal of security.

This Thesis’s finding is that factors contributing to Russia's tough policy
being domestic level and international level actors, Russia initially agrees to return
Shikotan & Habomai islands to Japan based on the Soviet-Japanese Joint
Declaration in 1956. Later, Russia under President Putin’s second term, continues
claiming sovereignty over Kuril Islands and drops the plan of returning Shikotan &

Habomai islands.

Domestic actors have major impact on Russia’s attitude, especially the
Duma Zakhalins Council which has opposed granting Kuril Islands to Japan, causing

conflicts within Russia. The government, led by President Putin, is initially willing to

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ........cccoccvvecnnne.

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ...
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