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The o b ie c t iv e  of th is  the s is  is  to study the le g a l status and legal 

consequence of demurrage under Thai laws. Demurrage is  money payable by 

the cha rte re r to  the shipowner once the laytime allowed fo r  loading or 

d ischarg ing  of cargo has exp ired in order to  compensate the shipowner fo r 

such de lay. Demurrage may be spec if ie d  e ith e r in  lumpsum, as a rate or as 

a method fo r  c a lc u la t io n  in  the charterparty and or b i l l  o f lading. The 

d isputes o fte n ly  a r is e  under a voyage charterparty are claim fo r

demurrage, c a lc u la t io n  of demurrage time and i t s  exception, ca lcu la tion  of 

demurrage and d ispu te  on de lay in payment of demurrage. Demurrage and it s  

le g a l s ta tu s  under common law is  d iffe re n t from those under La tin  law, fo r 

example, demurrage is  considered as liqu ida ted  damages in  England while i t  

is  considered as damages or supplementary fre ig h t in  the United States of 

America.

I t  was found by th is  thes is  that the lega l s ta tu s  of demurrage 

under Thai laws is  comparable to penalty pursuant to  the c iv i l  and 

Commercial Code o f Thailand, and i t s  lega l consequence is  considered as a 

breach of im m ateria l cond ition  fo r which the shipowner cannot terminate 

the con trac t, but is  e n t it le d  to  claim fo r  demurrage a r is in g  therefrom. 

If the payment o f demurrage is  delayed, the shipowner can claim fo r 

in te re s t thereon. The period  of p rescrip tion  of a cla im  fo r  demurrage is  

10 years as s p e c if ie d  in  Section 164 of the c i v i l  and Commercial Code.
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