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T h is  s t u d y  aimed t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  p o l i c y  making p r o c e s s
in  t h e  Thai  p o l i t i c a l  sy st em by means o f  a c a s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  t o  amend t h e  1975 A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Reform 
Ac t ,  a p r o c e s s  which spanned  1986-1989 .  Emphasis  was p l a c e d  on 
t h e  r o l e s  and i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e r s  and o p p o s e r s  o f  t h e  
amendment t i l l .

The s t u d y  found  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
c hanges  w i t h i n  and be tween  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in  t h e  
c o a l i t i o n  g o v e rn m e n t s ,  t h e  p r o p o s e r s  were a b l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
u se  t h e i r -  power and i n f l u e n c e  a v e r  t h e  o p p o s e r s .  Three  
i n t e r l i n k e d  f a c t o r s  were found  t o  be i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  ะ

1. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  government  agency  d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e ,  namely t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Reform o f f i c e ,  was 
f u l l y  in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  amendment.

2 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  government  was a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  MPs1 e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  such  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  them v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  ev en th o u g h  t h e r e  were ch a n g e s  in  
t h e  g o v e r n n e n t  r a n k s .

3. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  was p ro p o se d  and went  
t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a t  on o p p o r t u n e  t i m e ,  namely i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of  t h e  C h a t i c h a i  government  i n  1989.
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