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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is as follows : firstly,
to survey the characteristics of and the influential factors
over the Port Authority of Thailand labourers'political
participation ; and secondly, to measure their political
efficacy and trust in order to understand and explain their
behavior regarding political participation. The independent
variables taken into consideration in this study include
sex, age, education, income, and their membership in thellabou¥
union of the Port Authority of Thailand. The subjects are
three hundred people randomly selected from the Port Authority
of Thailand permanent employees level 1 and temporary employees.
They are then to answer the questionaires and subsequently
interviewed. The data are statistically analyzed ; and gamma,

percentage, and Chi-Square are obtained.



In this study, it is found that, in general, the Port
Authority labourers have a low level of political participation.
Their interest in political participation (in various patterns)
is ranked by their participation through. 1) election 2) protest
3) political communication 4) community role 5) political party.
When the above independent variables are taken into consideration,

it is found out that

1) there is no significant difference in the
political participation between the male and
female labourers,

2) there is no significant difference in the
political participation among the labourers
of different age,

3) there is no significant difference in
political participation among the labourers of
different educational background,

4) there is no significant difference in
political participation among the labourers
of different income,

5) and the labourers who are the members of the
labour union of the Port Authority of Thailand
participate more significantly in political

activities than those who are not.

In addition, it is found that the Port Authority
labours demonstrate.political efficacy and trust at medium
level and that there is not significant relationship between

political efficacy and trust, and political participation.
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