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Abstract

This study aimed to test the applicability of the New Home Economics Model in explaining
Thai fertility behavior. Atterripts had been made also to see how the change in fertility behavior
during a decade of 1969-1979 could be explained by the change in its determinants particularly
the growth in economic factors.

- The study used the data from the National Survey of fertility. Mortality and Family Planning

~in 1979 to analyse the cross-sectional fertility behavior in 1979. The results were then compared

with those obtained for the year 1969-1970 and 1972-1973 from the earlier study. The method
used was simply a comparatnve -static with mutlple regression and path analysis technique as
statistical tools.

The results clearly showed significant changes in the parents’ substitution between child
quantity and quality. Thai family chose to have smaller family size while increasing their children’s
quality of life. Other economic factors still maintained their influence upon fertility behavior during
the decade under study.
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| Constant VI~ SM  SF  FI  ACO  FF  RU
o aruun (N = 736) ' _
(1) 04878 -0.0006*  0.0235  -0.0651%  0.6189*  0.2110% : R® = 0.6190
. . " (-4.7060) (o‘.'7440)  (-3.4700) (22.4440) (18.7080) } F<5, o) = 237.2051*
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