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ABSTRACTS

Women's magazines are one of the widespread forms of mass
media among women., This research, therefore aims at studying women's
magazines with high circulation and readership, 6 Magazines were
chosen : Kulasatri, Kwan Ruean, Dichan, Lalana, Praew, Preo,
for their contents and quantities of knowledge presented, The survey
of reader's needs and editor's policy are to be compared with the
magazines's contents and Women's Development Plan in order to know

the roles of women's magazines in women's development,

This research is a content analysis of 72 copies of 6 women's
magazines from January - December 1985. In assessing reader's opinions
and content needs one pace structured questionnaires was used to secure
opinions of 30readers from each of the six magazines, The total number
of sampled surveyed was 180 readers. Editors of each magazine were also

interviewed about policy of presenting magazines contents
Results of this study are as following

1, The quantities of knowledge which women's magazines provide

for readers at the first priority is for understanding and knowing the



way of life and living of human beings

This type of knowledge appears in colums fictions and
personal interviews and has 19,6 % for text and 4.6 % for illustration.
The second priority in content is for conception and understanding
culture; tradition and surrounding society. It appears in feature
articles and miscellanies etc, has 6,69 %. In spite of the fact that
illustration at the second priority is for domestic science has 4.5 %
The third priority in content is for knowing the way of problem
solving appears in colums life problems and laws etc. For each
magazines has 5,98 % The third priority in illustrations is Fine Arts

which covers 2,8 % of the total,

2. Editor's policy in presenting contents mostly agree with

contents which appear in women's magazines,
p g

3. In assessing reader's need from 6 women's magazines,
it was found that the first priority is for understanding and knowing
the way of life and living of human beings which cited by 13,86 %
of the respondents, the second priority is for advanced thinking
and initiation cited by 13.03 % of the readers surveyed, the third
priority is for conception and understanding culture, tradition
and surrounding society cited by 13 % of thelreaders surveyed,
When compared the reader's need with magazine's contents, it
appeared that readers needs are corresponding the most to the magazine's
content in Kwan Ruen. The successive order of corresponding readers!’
needs and contents for other magazines are as follows Praew, Lalana,
Kulasatri and Dichan. Preo is the only magazine which is different

where readers' need and content are not corresponding,



4o As for the roles of women's magazines in providing
knowledge for women's development, it was found that the women's
magazines played significant roles in development by presenting
or transfer picture of women's life and personalities,i.e. way of
living, physical and mental health care etc, as well as women's
participation in social activities,i.e changes of social values
and attitude towards women, participation in the promotion of outs
and culture. However,contents concerning, women's lives and families
i.e marriage partner selection, family managing etc. appears in lesser

amounte.
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