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The purpose of this study is to investigate socio-economic and
demographic factors affecting the aspirations of mothers toward their
children's educational attainment. The data used in this investigation is
from Thailand Demographic and Health Survey 1987 (TDHS). The sample for this
study represents the married women aged 15-49 who have their children attend
Prathom 5 and/or Matthayom 3 and/or Matthayom 6. There are 940 cases in total.

From this study, it is found that the variables affecting the
aspirations of mothers toward their children's educational attainment are
mothers' occupation, household possessions, mother's educational level,
residential areas, mass media exposure and a number of living children. In
addition, mothers who are not agricultural workers, with high education,
higher household possession status, living in urban, exposed to the mass media
and having few children have showed higher aspirations in the level of
children's education.

Besides, mother's values in education and a child's birth-order are
another variables that have confirmed the finding, particularly, in the group
of mothers who have children attending Prathom 6. The finding shows that
mothers have lower aspirations toward children in the middle birth-order than
they do toward ones in the first and the last birth-orders. The number of
dependent children seems to have negative relationship with mother's
aspirations, especially in the group of mothers who have children attending
Matthayom 3. However, neither the age of mothers nor the sex of children have
any influence on mother's aspirations toward their children's education.

When comparing the groups of mothers whose children are studying in
Prathom 5, Matthayom 3 and Matthayom 6 together. The study reveals that
mothers whose children are studying in Prathom 6, their aspirations toward the
children's education are most influenced by those independent variables.
However, the other two groups of mothers are not significantly affected .
That is for the last two groups, they can afford to let their children have
high education. So the socio-economic and demographic background have little
influence on thier aspirations.
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