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Certain criminal offenses, such as those concerning life, body,
freedom, reputation and property, may give rise to liability for trespassing.
Not only do they entitle persons damaged by them to instituting criminal
proceedings to have the offenders punished, but they also entitle them to
claiming indemnities in the civil aspect by processing such cases as civil
cases connected with a criminal offense.

The objective of processing civil cases in connection with a criminal
offense is to bring about convenience and to save time and money for all
parties involved in legal proceedings at the court stage so that the court
will be able to finish examining and judging both civil and criminal cases
arising from the same offense simultaneously and also able to exercise
discretion to determine indemnities suitable for severity based on the
evidences brought by disputants to prove before the court.

The provisions on processing civil cases in connection with a
criminal offense are useful and very fitly meet the objective in case of
offenses concerning property, but on the contrary, some obstacles were found
that delay and cause to be in arrears the processing of legal cases in case
of offenses concerning driving because the character of damage in the civil
aspect in case of offenses concerning driving is not so fixed as in case of
offenses concerning property. In addition, in practice, the provisions on
processing civil cases in connection with a criminal offense are strictly
applied to such cases and not in consistence with the objective of processing
civil cases in connection with a criminal crime, which is a point deserving
being studied for solutions to the said obstacles.

This thesis explains the principles of law and offers conclusions as
well as recommendations with a view to the provisions on processing civil
cases in connection with a criminal offense according to the Criminal
Procedure Code, Sections 40-51 being efficiently applied to cases of offenses
concerning driving.
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