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MALEE SABAIYING ะ FACTORS AFFECTING DESIRED FAMILY SIZE AMONG THAI
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The purpose of th is  study i s  to  in v e s t ig a te  socio-econ om ic and 
demographic fa c to rs  a f fe c t in g  d esired  fam ily s iz e  among Thai muslim women in 
the four southern p rov in ces. The data in th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  are obtained  
from two d if fe r e n t  so u rces, "The Third Round of the T h a ilan d 'ร C ontraceptive  
Prevalence Survey (CPS3)" and "The E valuation  of the Family Planning  
Programme in Four Southern Provinces in Thailand". The former covers 468 
sampled women and the la t t e r  covers 396 women. In both su rveys, the sampled 
women are 15-49 years o ld , cu rren tly  married and l iv e  in the rural areas.

The an a lyses from the two surveys reveal s im ila r  r e s u l t s .  G enerally , 
i t  i s  found th at demographic fa c to rs  in clu d in g  number of l iv in g  ch ild ren , 
duration of m arriage, age of women and age at f i r s t  marriage a f fe c t  d esired  
fam ily s iz e  of muslim women. Those having h igher number of l iv in g  ch ild ren  
and longer duration of marriage tend to have h igher d esired  number of 
ch ild ren . In a d d it io n , o ld er  women and younger age at f i r s t  marriage tend to  
in d ic a te  higher number of d esired  number of ch ild ren  than younger women and 
higher age at f i r s t  m arriage.

However, i t  i s  found that socio-econom ic fa c to rs  do not have any 
impact on d esired  fam ily s iz e  among muslim women. S p e c if ic a l ly ,  d if fe r e n c e s  1 
in occu p ation s, le v e ls  of edu cation , knowledge of co n tra cep tiv e  methods and 
r e lig io u s  b e l ie f  towards fam ily planning do not r e s u lt  in d if fe r e n c e s  in 
d esired  fam ily s i z e .

R esu lts from m u ltip le  regressio n  a n a ly s is  based on data from CPS3 
reveal that number of l iv in g  ch ild ren  has the g r e a te s t  impact on d esired  
fam ily s iz e  among muslim women, other v a r ia b le s  in clu d in g  duration  of 
m arriage, age at f i r s t  m arriage, knowledge of co n tra cep tiv e  methods and number 
of dead ch ild ren  are l e s s  s ig n i f ic a n t .  The a n a ly s is  based on data from the  
E valuation  Survey, on the other hand, rev ea ls  that only the number of l iv in g  
ch ild ren  has a s ig n if ic a n t  impact on d esired  number of c h ild ren , other  
v a r ia b le s  do not have any s ig n if ic a n t  impact.

Further research in th is  area should put more emphasis on the indepth  
study of f e r t i l i t y  behavior among muslim women. Such study w il l  help  US to  
gain more understanding about the is su e  at hands and that i t s  outcomes w il l  
be u sefu l for p o licy  im p lic a tio n s .
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ต่างๆ ด้วยความ เอาใจใส่อย่างติที่งมาตลอด ผู้วิจัยรัสิกชานท่ีง เป็นอย่างส่ง ลิง!]อกราบ
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