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This thesis aims to study the origins of, and changes in, the image of Yamada Nagamasa from documents both
on the Thai side and on the Japanese side, and to examine how the image of Yamada Nagamasa has had an influence on the
relationship between Thailand and Japan in the twentieth century. The hypothesis is that both countries, especially Japan, tried
to use the image of Yamada as the symbol of a good and long-lasting relationship of the two countries.

The image of Yamada Nagamasa as seen by the two sides was quite different. Japan’s interest in Yamada
began in the Tokugawa period and it has continuously increased. This Japanese interest in Yamada manifested itself most
clearly during two important periods. The fist period ( 1888 - 1893 ) was during the time when Japan saw the birth of
nationalistic ideas as well as the ideas of Asianism and Nanshinron ( emphasizing the justifiability of Japan's southward
expansion). The Japanese even portrayed Yamada as a king of Siam. The second period ( 1940 -1945 ) was when Japan had
a policy of creating and maintaining "Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere" (pai Toa Kyohei Ken). During this latter period
Yamada was portrayed - conveniently for the policy - as a hero who went down south. Although Japan had always been
interested in Yamada's story, Thailand had little interest in him. The image of Yamada as seen by the Thais was that he was
merely the head of Japanese mercenaries in Siam, and an important tool when Siamese kings and nobles competed for the
crown.

The relationship between Thailand and Japan began to be closer from the 1930s onwards. The Japanese Navy
thought that the nanshini going south ) policy was important because the lands in the southern direction, especially the
countries of Southeast Asia, were rich in resources.  August 1936 the Japanese government accepted the Nanshin policy
as one of its basic policies. At the same time the Japanese-Siam Association in Bangkok attempted to play an important role in
fostering a good relationship between Thailand and Japan by trying to build a monument to Yamada in the area formerly
occupied by the Japanese settlement in Ayutthaya. Such an endeavour shows that Yamada was the symbol of 300 year-long
relationship between the two countnes. After that Yamada's name did not appear so often. After the Second World War
projects concerning the building of a Yamada monument were revived. 1987, especially, there were two such projects : the
Ayutthaya Historical study Center project in Ayutthaya. and the Yamada memorial project in Nakhon Sithammarat. Both
projects showed that while on the one hand the image of Yamada as a hero persisted in Japanese minds. Thai people on the
other hand felt that Japan was interfering culturally in Thailand.
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