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The purpose of this study was to develop a community-oriented
practicum model for professional nursing students that provided a learning
environment which helped the students to integrate concepts of primary health
care in nursing practice. The competency-based approach was applied for
developing a model. This was done in 2 steps a model construction and testing
of the model. The model construction consisted of reviewing of related
literature; identifying the theoretical framework and 5 specific nursing
competencies; analysing and segregating specific nursing competencies into
knowledge® skill, and attitude; and constructing the model by using the outcome
of the analysis. Preliminary model and task analysis were verified and
commented by 22 experts. Tools for practice of this model were constructed
by researcher; these are teacher's manual, teaching materials, manual for
practice and work book. They were validated by 10 clinical instructors, and
fieldtested with 28 professional nursing students. The model was improved and
divided into 4 steps of practice: (1) prepare readiness for practice; (2)
practice with the target groups using collaborative nursing process; (3)
discuss and exchange knowledge after practice with colleagues; and (4) evaluate
the performance using criteria and guidelines for practicum. The testing of
the model was done in a quasi experimental fashion. Study sample consisted of
2 groups of sophomore nursing students, experimental and control groups. The
model was implemented with the experimental group. The scores of the
achievement test between the two groups were compared using t-test. The
results indicated that the experimental group performed better than the control
group at .01 level of statistical significance. The clinical instructor, and
nursing students agreed on the model and their comments were used to refine it.
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