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The o b j e c t i v e s  o f t h i s  s tu d y  was to  d e te rm in e  g e n e r a l  in f o r m a t io n ,  
k n o w led g e , a t t i t u d e  and b e h a v io r  c o n c e rn in g  HIV i n f e c t i o n  o f  fe m a le  and m ale 
p r o s t i t u e s  in  P h u k e t P ro v in c e  by in te r v ie w  351 fe m a le  and 139 m ale p r o s t i t u e s  
from  November 1993 and Ja n u a ry  1994.

I t  was found  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e  age o f fem a le  and m ale  p r o s t i t u e s  w ere 
2 4 .5  and 2 2 .4  y e a r s  o ld  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  M ost o f fe m a le  p r o s t i t u e s  had p rim a ry  
l e v e l  o f e d u c a t io n ,  o r  lo w e r, w h ile  m ost o f m ale p r o s t i t u e s  had se c o n d a ry  
l e v e l  o f e d u c a t io n .

M ost o f fe m a le  and m ale p r o s t i t u e s  had a medium ra n g e  o f  a t t i t u d e  
s c o r e .  The r a t e  o f u s in g  condom f o r  fem ale  and m ale p r o s t i t u e s  w ere 88.47, 
and 75.57. r e s p e c t i v e l y .

I t  was a l s o  found t h a t  th e  l e v e l  o f know ledge o f fe m a le  and m ale 
p r o s t i t u e s  had s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  l e v e l  o f a t t i t u d e .  However, 
th e  know ledge and a t t i t u d e  o f fem a le  p r o s t i t u e s  had no a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  
b e h a v io r  of condom u s a g e .  The l e v e l  o f know ledge o f m ale  p r o s t i t u e s  a l s o  
had no a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  b e h a v io r ,  w hich c o n t r a s t  w i th  th e  l e v e l  o f a t t i t u d e  
(p < 0 .0 5 )

T h e re  w ere  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n t  (p > 0 .0 0 1 )  b e tw een  
fe m a le  and m ale p r o s t i t u e s  r e g a r d in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  f a c t o r s ,  a g e , e d u c a t io n ,  
incom e, m a r r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  t im e s  b e in g  p r o s t i t u e ,  a t t i t u d e  s c o r e ,  and b e h a v io r  
o f u s in g  condom. N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  (p > 0 .0 5 )  in  know ledge 
s c o re  and h i s t o r y  o f v e n e r i a l  d i s e a s e  b etw een  th e  two g ro u p s .

ภาควชิา 1
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