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The objective of the thesis is to study the international cooperation and the role of
global governance in solving the problem of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
outbreak belween 2002 and 2003. It focused on the study of the causes that urged states
and the World Health Organization (WHO) to cooperate in solving this problem.

From the study, it was found that the states had to cooperate together in solving this
problem because SARS oulbreak was a threat at the global scale affecting negatively on
many aspects including politic, economic and social psychology ones. Moreover, the

international cooperation that emerged involved both the bilateral and multilateral level.

However, the solution of SARS oulbreak could not succeed as it had been without
the role of WHO as a global health governance. WHO played the key role in response to
the SARS outbreak including informalion exchanges, lechnical exchanges, infectious
disease surveillance and infectious disease control. WHO's response to SARS outbreak
produced many benefits. The first benefit was to help strengthening international
cooperation; the second was to trace rapidly the pathogen for SARS and the third was to

efficiently contral the SARS outbreak until it disappeared.
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JOINT STATEMENT
ASEAN + 3 MINISTERS OF HEALTH SPECIAL MEETING ON SARS
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

26 April 2003

We, the Ministers of Health or our representatives from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, the Philippines, Thailand, People’s
Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea gathered in Kuala Lumpur for the
ASEAN + 3 Ministers of Health Special Meeting on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS);

Applaud the ASEAN Leaders for convening a Special Summit on SARS on 29 April 2003 in
Bangkok thus showing their will and support to combat the SARS epidemic and protect their
populations,

Affirm that we, in ASEAN and in China, Japan and Korea, with rich diversity that has
provided the strength and inspiration to help one another and the responsibility of ensuring
peace and protecting the public and prosperity of our region and of our neighbours.
Therefore, we commit ourselves to controlling the SARS, which now presents a global threat;
Deeply concerned that the SARS has threatened the well-being and livelihood of the people
and the economic development of this region;

Aware of the formidable challenge posed by the spread of SARS which is becoming a major
health and economic problem and that our immediate priority is to ensure that our health
care system is fully prepared to contain-this threat;

Recognise that the number of victims of SARS globally is on the increase;

Encouraged to note that some of the affected countries have already put.in place effective
measures to contain the spread of SARS;

Convinced that we could tackle the challenges posed by this deadly virus only by
strengthening our collective efforts regionally as well as internationally;

Aware of the fact that even one single infectious case can lead to a serious outbreak unless
rigorous measures are taken;

Recognise the importance of professional and public awareness, particularly in our efforts
to identify suspected cases and their contacts promptly, and, to implement stringent isolation

and infection control measures;
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Convinced of the effectiveness of screening of passengers before they leave affected areas
in preventing the spread of SARS;

Mindful that the global movement of peoples has played a major role in the worldwide
spread of the disease.

Fully aware that many health care workers have come down with this disease, thus
undermining the capacity of health care systems, and that they continue to be at high risk of
contracting the disease and that they need to be protected,;

Concerned that the outbreak of SARS has caused negative social and economic impacts in
many countries;

Acknowledge that a cross border and or international comprehensive approach is required
to contain and prevent the spread of the disease;

Encourage the sharing of experience and best practices between countries; and
Acknowledge that the control of SARS requires additional human and financial resources
and multi-sectoral approaches; therefore, the Ministries of Health need the support and
commitment from our Heads of Governments of ASEAN + 3.

In pursuance, thereof, we agreed to undertake the following practical measures, taking into
consideration domestic situation, laws and health systems;

Urge the Heads of Governments of ASEAN + 3 to provide adequate resources for their
Health Ministries to respond effectively to the epidemic. We also call on other countries
outside ASEAN to show similar resolve and commitment in eradicating SARS and other
infectious diseases.

Establish, if not yet done, a national multi-sectoral Task Force with real power of
enforcement, matched by necessary resources;

Enhance the exchange of information on best practices in preventive and control

measures;

Appoint a contact point in every country for the routine exchange of information and to set
up a “hotline” to facilitate communication in an emergency;

Ensure prompt exchange of relevant information on SARS cases and/or their contacts, which
have significant epidemiological linkage with that country using the template which is

attached as Annexes A and B;

Follow the WHO recommended measures for persons undertaking international travel from
areas affected by SARS;
Advocate an active campaign for non-discrimination towards people coming from affected

areas or people with symptoms of SARS, regardless of nationality and social status;
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Call for relevant authorities at airport, seaport, river port and land entry points to collaborate
with health care workers to undertake stringent pre-departure screening of passengers for
international travel;

Ensure that persons suspected of SARS should not be allowed to travel,

Make it mandatory for travelers from affected countries to fill up SARS health declaration
forms;

Institute in-flight management of suspected SARS cases who develop symptoms while on
board;

Refer persons suspected of SARS promptly to health care facilities;

Surveillance of persons who have been in contact with a suspected case;

Disinfect aircrafts as outlined in the WHO Disinfection of Aircraft Guidelines;

Undertake coordinated measures with other sectors to ensure that travelers from affected
areas are screened for SARS, where countries share common borders or sea-lanes;
Request WHO to conduct a review of the classification of “affected” countries, and review
and update guidelines on travel, and expedite the development of test kits and vaccines; and
Request WHO to formulate and provide further technical guidelines on intervention of
SARS.

Recognising the urgency of taking follow-up action, we urge ASEAN + 3 Member Countries

to immediately implement the above measures and also agreed on the following:

a. request the ASEAN Expert Group on Communicable Diseases (under the ASEAN
Senior Officials Meeting on Health Development), in collaboration with focal points
from China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, to develop a work plan for regional
cooperation to support and monitor the implementation of the Joint Statement and
explore collaboration with relevant centers of excellence under the WHO and with
other partner countries, as well :@as evaluate the: setting up of an ASEAN center of

excellence for disease control;

b. request Indonesia, as coordinator of the ASEAN Disease Surveillance Net, to look
into using the website to support the exchange of information among the ASEAN

and the +3 Countries;

C. request Thailand, as the coordinator of the ASEAN Epidemiologic Network to

strengthen capacity building for epidemiological surveillance; and
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d. request Malaysia to implement the ASEAN project on Strengthening Laboratory

Capacity and Quality Assurance for Disease Surveillance.

We, the ASEAN Health Ministers of Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, the Philippines and Thailand, and the Ministers of Health of
the People’s Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea hereby pledge our
commitment to fully implement these measures for the well being of our peoples and for the

peace, prosperity and stability of our region.

Adopted at Kuala Lumpur on 26 April, 2003.
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NMANKIN T,

JOINT DECLARATION
SPECIAL ASEAN LEADERS MEETING
ON SEVERE ACUTE RESPIRATORY SYNDROME (SARS)
BANGKOK, THAILAND

29 APRIL 2003

1. We, the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN gathered in Bangkok, Thailand for the
Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting on SARS on 29 April 2003;

2. Reaffirming our primary responsibility in ensuring the peaceful and progressive
development of our respective countries and our region;

3. Resolving to maintain and strengthen the fundamental policies that have brought us many
years of growth and prosperity and strongly reaffirming our commitment to keep our
economies and borders open;

4. Recognising that SARS poses a serious challenge not just to our region but globally and
deeply concerned about its consequences to the well-being of the people and the economic
development of this region;

5. Recognising that the number of victims of SARS world-wide has been on the increase
and World Health Organisation’s assessment that SARS could become that first severe new
disease of the 21 century with global epidemic potential;

6. Acknowledging with gratitude the important role of the WHO in a worldwide campaign to
control and contain the spread of SARS;

7. Recognising the need for members to take individual as well as collective responsibility to
implement stringent: measures to control and contain the spread of SARS and the importance
of transparency in implementing these measures;

8. Acknowledging that prevention, treatment, care and support for those infected by SARS are
mutually reinforcing elements that must be integrated in a comprehensive approach to curb
the spread of SARS;

9. Expressing appreciation at the initiative by Malaysia to organise the first ASEAN + 3 Health

Ministers’ Special Meeting on SARS in Kuala Lumpur on 26 April 2003 and endorsing the
decisions arrived at the Meeting (Annex A);
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10. Recognising the value of exchanging experiences and information among ASEAN Member
Countries which have been successful in controlling and rolling-back the spread of SARS,
whereof Vietnam is a good example; and
11. Taking into account all the extensive measures taken by individual ASEAN
countries in addressing this problem since the WHO’s Global SARS Alert on 12 March 2003,
we resolve to undertake the following measures:
To establish an ad-hoc Ministerial-level Joint Task Force to follow-up, decide and
monitor the implementation of the decisions made at this meeting and the ASEAN
+ 3 Health Ministers Special Meeting on SARS. In this regard, we task the
respective Senior Officials to discuss and recommend operational details for
consideration and approval by the Joint Task Force;
to intensify our efforts collectively to prevent the spread of SARS by
strengthening our multi-sectoral collaboration involving relevant government
agencies and mobilising our full and active participation of all sectors including the
media, health community based organisations and private sectors in the planning
and implementation of national responses to SARS; and the coordination of health
and immigration procedures through the quick and full implementation of the
measures listed in Annex B;
to cooperate in providing public information and education to promote public
awareness and better understanding of the SARS epidemic as well as to prevent
undue alarm on the part of the public;
to strengthen cooperation among our front line enforcement agencies such as
health, immigration, customs, transport and law enforcement in preventing the
spread of SARS;

- to establish and-strengthen early warning system-on emerging infectious diseases
at both national and regional levels in cooperation with the WHO and other
international-health-programmes;
to direct our Health and other relevant Ministers to promote, facilitate and enhance
the exchange and sharing of information on how to deal with and counter the
spread of SARS;
to establish an ASEAN SARS Containment Information Network to share
information, best practices and new findings to combat SARS in a transparent and
effective manner;

to appoint a focal point in each ASEAN Member Country in dealing with SARS;
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to cooperate in ensuring proper pre-departure health screening for travelers at the
points of origin and arrival screening at entry points of ASEAN countries by
qualified medical personnel;

to cooperate and establish standardized and, if possible, harmonized measures for
proper health screening at borders and entry points between affected ASEAN
countries;

to convene a meeting of airport authorities from ASEAN+3 countries in the
Philippines, to work out relevant and standard procedures for departure and arrival
screening;

to extend equal treatment to foreign nationals who may be suspect or actual
SARS cases;

to task our ASEAN Health Ministers to continue to meet with their  counterparts
from affected Dialogue Partner Countries to forge closer cooperation in curbing
the spread of SARS;

to welcome Japan’s proposal to provide assistance to those ASEAN countries in
need, including the provision of needed medical equipment;

to call on the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Health Ministers to meet and to
take collaborative action as soon as possible in controlling the spread of SARS
and to enhance research and development capacities in cooperation with related
International Organizations;

to enhance cooperation with the WHO, other related international and regional
organizations and other medical centres of excellence;

to strengthen existing collaboration between ASEAN and the WHO on identified
potential public health risks, especially new, emerging and re-emerging infectious
diseases, with an emphasis-on prevention and control programmes;

to request the WHO to conduct a review of the classification of “affected’
countries; review. and update guidelines on travel; expedite the development of test
kits and vaccines; and formulate and provide further technical guidelines on
interventions relating to SARS;
to collaborate in regional activities that support national programmes particularly in
the areas of epidemiology, control measures, quarantine measures of SARS cases
in each member country;

to task relevant experts to consider a Health Emergency Fund within the existing

ASEAN Foundation framework;
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to direct the Secretary-General of ASEAN to update the 9th ASEAN Summit in
Bali in October 2003 on the implementation of the Declaration; and
to instruct ASEAN missions and committees in the third countries, jointly and
individually, to inform their governments, authorities concerned, the business
communities, and the general public on the result of this Meeting.
12. We call on the WHO to address the issue of SARS at its forthcoming World Health
Assembly in May with a view to recommend adoption and implementation of preventive
actions in controlling the spread of SARS in cooperation with related international
organisations.
13. We also call on other countries outside ASEAN to show similar resolve and commitment in
eradicating SARS and to undertake similar measures to combat the disease.
14. We further call on the international community to avoid indiscriminately advising their
citizens to refrain from visiting or otherwise dealing with ~ member countries and, thereby,
help restore business confidence in the region.
15. We are determined to cooperate actively in mitigating the adverse impact of the SARS
virus on ASEAN countries and urge international community to assist us in this effort.
16. We resolve to ensure the security and harmony of our societies and the safety of our
peoples and also of others who are in our countries and in the region.
17. We, the Leaders of ASEAN, pledge to remain seized with the matter and call on the
international community to work with ASEAN in the effort to suppress the spread of this
deadly disease.

Adopted on this 29th day of April 2003 in Bangkok, Thailand.
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AANWIN o,

JOINT STATEMENT

OF THE SPECIAL ASEAN + 3 HEALTH MINISTERS MEETING ON SEVERE ACUTE
RESPIRATORY SYNDROME (SARS)

“ASEAN IS A SARS FREE REGION”

Siem Reap, Cambodia, 10-11 June 2003

1. The Special ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers Meeting on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) was convened from 10 to 11 June 2003 in Siem Reap, Cambodia, to follow-up on the
operationalisation of the decisions of the ASEAN + 3 Ministers of Health Special Meeting on
SARS held in Kuala Lumpur on 26 April 2003, the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting and the
Special ASEAN-China Leaders Meeting on SARS held in Bangkok on 29 April 2003. The
Special ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers Meeting on SARS was preceded by the Special ASEAN
+ 3 Senior Health Officials Meeting on SARS held from 8 to 9 June 2003.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Health Ministers or their Representatives from ASEAN
Member Countries, the People’s Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea. The
ASEAN Secretariat and Observers from Canada, Mongolia and the World Health Organisation
(WHO) were also in attendance (See attached list of ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers or their
Representatives).

3. His Excellency Dr. Hong Sun Huot, Senior Minister and Minister of Health of Cambodia, in
his Opening Remarks, welcomed the ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers to the Meeting and
expressed his hope that ASEAN+3 collaboration will be further strengthened and intensified in
combating SARS. Noting that much progress has been made in stopping SARS, H.E. Dr.
Hong Sun Huot emphasized that the SARS threat is not yet over and that ASEAN+3 countries
should use their experience in respondingto SARS to strengthen regional capacity to
effectively meet the challenge of the next SARS or the next new and emerging infectious
diseases.

4. Dr. Shigeru Omi, Regional Director of the WHO Western Pacific Region, in his Keynote
Address noted that the SARS situation today is very different from six weeks ago when the
ASEAN Health Ministers met in Kuala Lumpur on 26 April 2003. Thanks to the commitment
of the governments of the region to fight SARS and the implementation of aggresive and
prompt control measures, the SARS epidemic appears to be under control. The number of

new cases has been dropped very significantly and there is a clear and consistent downward
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trend in both cases and deaths. However, as the WHO Director General has pointed out, this
was not the time to sit back. We should use this breathing space to really build up national
disease surveillance and outbreak response systems to better respond to any disease
outbreak in the future.

5. His Excellency Sar Kheng, the Deputy Prime Minister and co-Minister of Interior of
Cambodia, in his Closing Remarks highlighted Cambodia’s efforts in the fight against

SARS. The Deputy Prime Minister noted the serious impact of SARS on public health, the
economy, trade, tourism and social stability as well as poverty eradication efforts. H.E. Sar
Kheng also emphasized that regional cooperation on SARS control and prevention has helped
Member Countries gain a better understand of the serious threat of SARS. He therefore
stressed the need for strengthening international and regional solidarity in the face of SARS

and future threats.
Update on the SARS Situation

6. Recognizing the challenges posed by the SARS epidemic and fully aware of its potential
impact on the well-being and livelihood of the people, the health systems and the economy,
the Ministers acknowledged the great efforts, individually and collectively, made by countries
with affected areas to implement effective measures to contain the spread of SARS. The
collective efforts by all ASEAN Countries have borne fruit as evidenced by the last case being
isolated in the region on 11 May 2003 which is 30 days ago. The region is now free of local
transmission and ASEAN is a SARS free region. The Ministers therefore urged countries

which have issued travel advisories to ASEAN countries to withdraw such advisories.

7. The Ministers congratulated the government of China for its very strong political
commitment in containing SARS and its utmost efforts to improve the quality and timeliness
of surveillance. The  Ministers also added that China can make further improvement in
obtaining information such as: a) the date when cases were isolated; and b) how the patients
have become infected (either through community-based or hospital-based transmission). By
doing so, the Ministers believe that China can make further contributions to the global

containment of SARS.
Update on the Implementation of the Summit and Ministerial Directives on SARS

8. The Ministers noted the progress made in the implementation of the directives contained
in the Joint Statement of the ASEAN + 3 Ministers of Health Special Meeting on SARS held
on 26 April 2003 in Kuala Lumpur, the Joint Declaration of the Special ASEAN Leaders
Meeting on SARS held on 29 May 2003 in Bangkok, and the Joint Statement of the Special
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ASEAN-China Leaders Meeting on SARS also held on 29 April 2003 in Bangkok.
Notwithstanding the progress made in curbing the spread of SARS, the Ministers noted that
ASEAN + 3 countries need to remain vigilant and committed to ensure that there is no let up

in implementing the preventive and control measures that have been put in place.

9. The Ministers noted that several important initiatives have been implemented. Member
Countries have established their respective national multi-sectoral task forces and that the
Ministries of Health of Member Countries have appointed their contact points for the routine
exchange of information on SARS. A “hotline” has been set up among the Health Ministers

and their senior officials to facilitate communication in an emergency.

10. The Ministers noted with satisfaction that a number of high-level ASEAN and ASEAN+3
meetings on labour, transport, tourism, information and health have addressed the SARS
issue following the Special ASEAN Leaders Summit on SARS and the Special ASEAN-China
Leaders Meeting on SARS held on 29 April 2003 in Bangkok. The Ministers reaffirmed that a
multi-sectoral response was the only effective way to deal with SARS since its impact went
beyond the health sector. They expressed their commitment to further work with relevant

sectors in continuing efforts to prevent the spread of SARS and other infectious diseases.

11. The Ministers noted that the ASEAN+3 Labour Ministers Meeting held on 9 May 2003 in
Indonesia had agreed to convene an ASEAN+3 Special Senior Labour Officials Meeting on
SARS in early July 2003 in the Philippines. The Meeting will address the impact of SARS on
labour, employment , human resources and occupational safety and health, including the role
of the social partners in easing the impact on retrenchments, unemployment and worker

protection.

12. The Ministers noted with appreciation that the Philippines has successfully organised the
“Aviation Forum on the Prevention and Containment of SARS” from 15 to 16 May 2003 in
Clark Special. Economic Zone, Pampanga, Philippines. Forum participants stated their
intention to take measures to prevent and contain ‘the spread of SARS, including

standardized airport procedures for passenger screening.

13. The Ministers also noted with appreciation that China has completed two activities,
namely: the “China-ASEAN Entry-Exit Quarantine Meeting on SARS” held from 1 to 2 June
in Beijing, during which the Entry - Exit Quarantine Action Plan for Controlling the Spread of
SARS by Governments of the People’s Republic of China and ASEAN was adopted, and the
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“ASEAN, China, Japan and the ROK (10+3) High-Level Symposium on SARS held from 3 to

4 June in Beijing.

14. The Ministers recognised the solidarity of ASEAN + 3 and other partners when they
cooperatively and successfully worked out the Resolution on SARS which was adopted by

the 56th World Health Assembly held from 19 to 28 May 2003 in Geneva.

15. The Ministers also noted that Malaysia will host the WHO Global Conference on SARS
from 17 to 18 June 2003 in Kuala Lumpur to review the epidemiological, clinical management
and laboratory findings on SARS, and discuss global control strategies. The Ministers

encouraged ASEAN + 3 countries to attend the Conference.

16. As for the efforts currently underway to strengthen the region's capacity to prevent and
control SARS and other new and emerging infectious diseases, the Ministers noted with

satisfaction the progress made in implementing the following:

a. Thailand’s proposal to organise a consultative meeting to strengthen the capacity
of ASEAN+3 countries in epidemiological surveillance from 24 to 26 June 2003 in

Bangkok;

b. Malaysia’s work plan on the project proposal to strengthen capacity and quality
assurance of diagnostic laboratories to support infectious disease surveillance in
the ASEAN+3 countries and the convening of its first meeting from 7 to 8 July

2003 in Kuala Lumpur;

c. Indonesia’s initiative to improve the ASEAN-disease-surveillance.net website and
to set up an ASEAN+3 SARS homepage to disseminate information on SARS
epidemiology,. prevention and: control;: with ~links- to- the SARS websites of
ASEAN+3 Countries, the  ASEAN Secretariat' and WHO. The work plan for
strengthening the SARS. website would be prepared by. Indonesia and circulated

to Member Countries for review by 30 June; and

d. Formulation of a longer-term ASEAN+3 work plan for strengthening surveillance
of new and emerging diseases. The ASEAN Secretariat will prepare a terms of
reference for the project and circulate it to Member Countries for review by 30

June 2003.

17. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to implement fully the decisions as contained

in the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting on SARS held on 29 April 2003 in Bangkok and the
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ASEAN+3 Health Ministers Special Meeting on SARS held on 26 April 2003 in Kuala

Lumpur.

ASEAN+3 Action Plan on Prevention and Control of SARS and Other Infectious

Diseases

18. To further operationalise the Summit and Ministerial directives on SARS, the Ministers
adopted the framework ASEAN+3 Action Plan on Prevention and Control of SARS and other

Infectious Diseases with the following priority areas:
a. Guidelines for International Travel;
b. ASEAN SARS Containment Information Network;

c. Capacity Building for Outbreak Alert and Response (e.g. Early Warning

System/ASEAN Centre of Excellence for Disease Control); and
d. Public Education and Information.

19. The Ministers requested the ASEAN Secretariat to prepare, in consultation with the
ASEAN+3 Senior Health Officials, a detailed Action Plan which would include institutional
mechanisms for coordination, strategies for resource mobilisation, timelines for
implementation, and include a consolidated list of meetings and activities proposed by the
plan. The detailed Action Plan would be circulated to Member Countries for comment by

August 2003.

20. The Ministers agreed that follow-up action on the implementation of the Action Plan
should be in conformity with relevant international rules and regulations and should not
discriminate against any nation or individual. With regard-to measures for international travel,
the Ministers emphasized that all countries with recent local transmission must continue to
carry out stringent pre-departure screening. In addition-they urged countries without local
transmission to continue arrival screening, including the use of health declaration forms, to
improve early detection of imported cases. The implementation of such measures should
take into consideration the domestic situation, the laws and the health systems of individual

member countries as well as the global SARS situation as advised by the WHO.

21. The Ministers thanked their Senior Health Officials for preparing the Action Plan and
requested them to work with the ASEAN Secretariat and the WHO to fully operationalise it.

They expressed confidence that the Action Plan would strengthen the region’s efforts not only
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in the fight against SARS but also contribute towards building the longer-term capacity of the

region to respond to new and emerging diseases.

22. The Ministers expressed satisfaction with the efforts made so far and pledged to
implement the Action Plan. In this regard, the Ministers expressed appreciation to Member
Countries who, in the spirit of solidarity, have offered to coordinate and implement priority
projects under the Action Plan on a cost-sharing basis. The Ministers also requested the
ASEAN Dialogue Partners, the WHO and other international and regional organisations to
mobilise financial and human resources and technical support in order to implement the
Action Plan. The Ministers also encouraged Canada and Mongolia to support and participate

in the activities under the Action Plan, as and when appropriate.
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AMANKIN .

Press Release of
“China-ASEAN Symposium
on Economic and Social Impact of SARS”

Beijing, 15-16 July 2003

Pursuant to the decision initiated by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao at the “Special ASEAN-
China Leaders Meeting on SARS” held in Bangkok, Thailand at the end of April 2003, the
National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of China jointly held from 15 to 16 July 2003 the “China-ASEAN Symposium
on Economic and Social Impact of SARS”. Senior economic, social and health officials from
ASEAN member countries, representative from the ASEAN Secretariat, senior officials and
experts from China’s central government and local governments in Beijing, Shanghai, Guang
Dong, and Hong Kong and Macao SARs, participated in the symposium. The participants
held in-depth discussions on the impact of SARS on economy and society and shared
experiences and lessons learned in addressing the SARS epidemic and in implementing
countermeasures to revive the social and economic activities in China and ASEAN countries.
The symposium was a great success. The participants have reached the following common

understanding:

The leadership of Chinese Government, which is highly accountable, has made China, in a
short span of time, succeeded in containing the SARS epidemic.This achievement not only
helps China to alleviate the impact of SARS on Chinese economy and society, but also
significantly contributes to quick economic recovery of other countries, particularly ASEAN
Member Countries. ASEAN countries have also quickly adopted and implemented effective
measures _to ‘fight against SARS and have succeeded in preventing- and controlling the
spread of SARS. This should help rebuild confidence, mitigate the undesirable social impact

of SARS, and in due course help to re-stimulate economic growth in the region.

The participants also noted that economic and social impact of SARS is a temporary and will
not change the general trend of sustained and rapid development of Chinese economy as

well as the overall economic development of ASEAN.



148

Although SARS has been brought under control, and social and business confidence have
been quickly returning back to normal, the participants agreed to remain full vigilant and
stressed the importance of using lessons learned from SARS experience to strengthen
capacity and surveillance system at national and regional levels in close collaboration with
related international organizations in order to swiftly and effectively address challenges of

future outbreak of infectious diseases which may emerge any time.

China and ASEAN are good neighbours, good partners and good friends. Through this
symposium, China and ASEAN have deepened their mutual understanding and trust, shared
their social and economic measures in the fight against SARS and in mitigating its
consequences, and experiences in carrying out countermeasures and looked to the future
economic development. The deep friendship and comprehensive cooperation between China
and ASEAN have been developed by many years of careful cultivation. Bilateral friendship

and cooperation have been further strengthened during the joint fight against SARS.

In the future, China and ASEAN will work together to enhance the economic and trade
cooperation and exchange, promote the prosperity and development of this region thus

contributing to the prosperity and development of the Asian as well as world economy.

The participants to the symposium expressed their deep appreciation to the Government and
people of China especially to the National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of
Commerce and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China for the warm and generous hospitality

extended to all participants and for the excellent arrangement made for this symposium.
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BEIJING DECLARATION ON REVITALIZING TOURISM
FOR ASEAN, CHINA, JAPAN AND KOREA

We, the Tourism Ministers of Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the
Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam and the People’s Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea
convened a special meeting in Beijing, China on August 9, 2003 at the initiative of China
National Tourism Administration to revitalize our tourism industry, expand the flow and
exchange of our peoples, and promote economic development and social prosperity of our

region.

We agree that the SARS epidemic which broke out early this year in some countries and
regions, adversely affected the normal flow and movement of peoples within and into ASEAN
and China, Japan and Korea, brought about negative impacts to our tourism industry and the

fast-growing economy of our region.

We note with satisfaction that in the face of the sudden outbreak, governments of countries
and regions concerned took SARS epidemic very seriously, formulated effective measures
for control and prevention and conducted fruitful international cooperation. The epidemic has
been brought under effective control and poses no threat to the travelers. We welcomed the
decision of the World Health Organization (WHO) that has lifted travel advisory against all

the affected areas in our region.

We express appreciation for every effort made by the countries of ASEAN and China, Japan,
Korea to prevent SARS and. contain its impacts. We are convinced that the series of
meetings and seminars such as the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting and the Special
ASEAN-China Leaders Meeting on SARS held in Bangkok, the Special Meeting of ASEAN
and China, Japan, Korea Health Ministers held in Kuala Lumpur and in Siem Reap,
Cambodia respectively, the Entry and Exit Quarantine Management Meeting for ASEAN,
China, Japan and Korea, High-Level Seminar of ASEAN, China, Japan and Korea on SARS
as well as the ASEAN-China Symposium on Economic and Social Impacts by SARS held in
Beijing, the Ministerial Conference on Crisis Management held in Manila, have contributed

positively to the prevention and containing SARS in our region.
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We unanimously agree that the impact of SARS on tourism is temporary, that our region is
still one of the most popular and attractive tourist destinations in the world. In accordance
with the Joint Declaration reached on the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting and Special China-
ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting on SARS, we are determined to take pro-active measures to
restore and revitalize our tourism industry, and to bring tourism and business exchanges

back to normal stage in our region.

We, based on in-depth discussions, reach following common understanding, which will serve

as the basic framework for future concerted actions:

1. Tourism is a messenger of peace and a bridge for friendship and cooperation. Tourism is
playing a growingly important role in promoting economic and cultural development and
social prosperity, enhancing international friendship, strengthening friendly exchange and
safeguarding world peace. The tourism industry has become an important sector of national

economy of our respective countries and is highly recognized by our respective governments.

2. Tourism industry is a sensitive industry, easily disturbed by political turmoil, terrorist
activities, economic crises, natural disasters, public health and other contingencies. In order
to effectively deal with any possible contingencies in the future, we shall work for well-
coordinated and effective mechanisms of information exchange through ASEAN + 3
Communication Team for Tourism. We shall continue to enhance and improve safety

measures in every phase of travel and tourism to ensure the safety of tourists.

3. Tourism is an activity of inter-regional or cross-border flow by people. In reaction to
various contingencies, international cooperation is an important means to solve the problems.
Thus, the tourism authorities of our region shall promptly exchange information and
experience, engage in dialogue and coordination; if it is necessary to-take measures to deal
with a crisis, countries that take measures are encouraged to notify other countries
concerned and to provide an opportunity for discussion on.the basis of mutual respect and

mutual understanding.

4. Governments of our region shall implement joint promotion among neighboring countries
thereby leading to recovery of travel demands rapidly, undertake intra-regional and

international tourist activities and promote the development of such tourism. In addition, we
shall work to facilitate the removal of all tourism impediments, especially to simplify the visa

formalities, in line with the ASEAN Tourism Agreement to provide maximum convenience for
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intra-regional and international travel and tourism into and within ASEAN, China, Japan and

Korea.

5. Governments of our region shall adopt every possible measures conducive to the health of
the tourists, increase and enhance the consciousness and the sense of responsibility of

every traveler about public health and safety.

Here, we solemnly declare to the world that tourism in our region has returned to normal, the
safety and well-being of tourists to our region from all over the world is safeguarded and
protected. We shall warmly welcome all tourists with our attentive services and first-class

products.
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MARARBIN §).

THE SPECIAL MEETING OF ASEAN, CHINA, JAPAN, KOREA
TOURISM MINISTERS
9 August 2003, Beijing, China

JOINT PRESS RELEASE

The Special Meeting of ASEAN and China, Japan, Korea Tourism Ministers was convened
on August 9, 2003 in Beijing, China at the initiative of the China National Tourism
Administration to formulate post-SARS strategies to revitalize and restore tourism in this
region and to inform the tourism industry and media of the world that Asia’s tourism has
returned to normal and is ready to welcome tourists from all over the world. The Meeting was
chaired by H.E. Mr. Somphong Mongkhonvilay, Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office of Lao
PDR and H.E. Mr. He Guangwei, Chairman of China National Tourism Administration
(CNTA). The Meeting was preceded by a Preparatory Meeting by the National Tourism
Organizations (NTOs) from ASEAN, China, Japan and Korea on 7-8 August 2003.

H.E. Madam Wu Yi, Vice Premier of the State Council of China attended the Meeting. In her
opening speech, she pointed out that this Meeting bears significance in sharing experience in
revitalizing the tourism industry, discussing measures to enhance tourism co-operation, and
promoting tourism development of this region and even the world. The Vice Premier
emphasized that together with ASEAN, Japan and Korea, China would like to play an active
role to accomplish the historical task on revitalizing tourism and promoting the socio-cultural
and economic prosperity of this region, to make new contributions to the health and welfare

of our human society.

The Ministers had a fruitful exchange of views on the current situations of the tourism
industry after SARS. They unanimously acknowledged the urgency and necessity of
cooperation to realize mutual prosperity in the tourism industry in the region, and pledged
commitments to revitalize international and intra-regional tourism. The Ministers agreed that
in case of contingencies all the countries should thoroughly exchange information, share

experience and strengthen cooperation.

The Ministers adopted the “Beijing Declaration on Revitalizing Tourism for ASEAN, China,
Japan and Korea” and instructed Senior Tourism Officials to intensify the work through the
full development of the tourism potentials in ASEAN, China, Japan and Korea and implement

joint promotion.
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The Ministers strongly condemned the bombing in Jakarta on 5 August 2003 as a heinous
and ruthless act of terrorism. The Ministers expressed deep concern and sympathy to the
victims and conveyed condolence to the bereaved families. They stood by the solidarity that
the re-occurrence of such irresponsible act will not hinder the effort of tourism revitalization
and restoration in this region. In this regard, the Ministers issued the Joint Statement and

Concern on Terrorism Attack in Jakarta.
List of the Tourism Ministers attended the Meeting:

(i) H.E. Mr. Sheikh Jamaluddin Sheikh Mohamed, Director General of Brunei Tourism, Brunei
Darussalam;

(ii) H.E. Mr. Thong Khon, Secretary of State of Ministry of Tourism, Cambodia;

(iii) H.E. Mr. He Guangwei, Chairman of China National Tourism Administration, China;

(iv) H.E. Mr. Thamrin B. Bachri, Deputy Minister for Capacity Building and International
Relation, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Indonesia;

(v) H.E. Mr. Koki Chuma, Senior Vice Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Japan;
(vi) H.E. Mr. Lee Chang Dong, Minister of Culture and Tourism, Republic of Korea;

(vii) H.E. Mr. Somphong Mongkhonvilay, Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office, Lao PDR;
(viii) H.E. Dato’ Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh Fadzir, Minister of Culture, Arts and Tourism,
Malaysia;

(ix) H.E. Brigadier General Thein Zaw, Minister of Hotels and Tourism, Myanmar;

(x) H.E. Mr. Richard J. Gordon, Secretary of Tourism, Philippines;

(xi) H.E. Mr. Lim Neo Chian, Deputy Chairman and Chief Executive, Singapore Tourism
Board, Singapore;

(xii) H.E. Mr. Sontaya Kunplome, Minister of Tourism and Sports, Thailand;

(xiii) H.E. Mr. Pham-Tu, Vice-Chairman-of Vietham National Administration-of Tourism,
Vietnam; and

(xiv) H.E. Mr. Tran Duc Minh, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN Secretariat.
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APEC Health Ministers’ Statement
Bangkok, Thailand

28 June 2003

We, the Health Ministers of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC),
met today in Bangkok, Thailand, to decide on commen actions to contain the spread
of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), increase future defenses apainst
similar infectious disease outbreaks as well as other new threats and challenges, and
rebuild the confidence of p;mple in the Asia-Pacific Region.

SARS has already affected the human and economic health of economies in the Asia-
Pacific region and beyond. The disease continues to touch the lives of our people in
many ways by affecting their health, travel, employment, lifestyle, and self-
assurance. At the economy level, SARS has affected trade and business mobility and
threatened the stability and growth of economies.

Much remains unknown about SARS, the diversity of 1is clinical features, how to
treat it, and the likelihood of future outbreaks. Controlling SARS requires continued
vigorous surveillance and containment of new cases, intensive regional and global
collaboration, biomedical research, implementation of effective strategies at all
levels, appropriate use of available resources including capacity building assistance
and the sharing of timely and accurate information about the disease with national
officials, international partners and the pubiic.

Excellent work and cooperation has already been undertaken by APEC Member
Economies to overcome the threat of SARS. Measures, including border healih
screening, quarantining and hospitalisation of suspected and confirmed SARS
patients and sharing information in the tourism and airline sectors, have made lifc,
travel and trade in the rcgiron safer. We are fully aware, however, that this is only the
start.

SARS is becoming less a decisive factor on travel around the Asia-Pacific region.
Early resumption of normal business travel and tourism is essential for overcoming
the economic damage caused by SARS in recent months. We welcome the progress

155



made by affected economies in bringing the SARS epidemic under control, and
express confidence in the medium- and long-term growth for the region, including
affected economies. We applaud the practical measures including the relief packages

adopted by affected economies, and encourage them to take further fiscal and .

monetary measures, if necessary, to maintain and revive growth.

In addition to APEC Member Economies, we thank the World Health Organization
for its central role in the fight against SARS. We acknowledge with appreciation the
swift and effective collaboration of the scientific and medical communities, which
led to the exceptional progress in understanding and containing SARS. The
international research cooperationi that helped to identify and genetically sequence
the virus was unprecedented and surely will lead to more timely development of
reliable diagnostic tools, therapeutic agents and a vaccine. We encourage
strengthening collaboration between APEC and other major international and
regional scientific organization and medical centers of excellence. We are deeply
grateful for the dedication and sacrifice of front-line health care workers in
responding to the challenge of SARS. We express sincere gratitude to them all for

their heroie efforts,

Recognizing that infectious diseases can have a deleterious impact on trade and
regional security, we appreciate that national and international experiences with
SARS provide lessons that can improve our responses to future infectious discase
outbreaks, including effectively dealing with public health, economic, and social
consequences. In this regard, we encourage as many bilateral and regional joint
projects as possible to look into the pathology and epidemiology of SARS.

We welcome the initiatives endorsed by the ASEAN+3 Health Ministers Meeting in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and highly applaud the strong political commitment by
Leaders of ASEAN and China meeting in Bangkok to immediately address the issues
of SARS as well as support the collaboration to respond swiftly to the impact of
SARS on peoples in the region.

Our meeting in Bangkok has reaffirmed our commitment to continued surveillance,
response, capacity building, communications, cross-sector partnerships, political
leadership, research and development and other implementation measures to combat
SARS, to protect our pzople and emable the resumption of normal travel and trade in
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the region. We support and encourage the spirit of regional and international efforts
in fighting the SARS epidemic, and agree to vigorously pursue the following APEC

common astions:

1. Implement the APEC Action Plan on SARS quickly and in full. We ask relevam
APEC fora to respond to the Action Plan in similar manner.’

2. Provide complete, accurate and timely information, which is essential for building
public awareness and confidence in and berween economies. We agree to share all
relevant information immediately with the WIHO and also through the APEC
Emerging Infections Network (EiNet), * and where practicable, through information
networks that have already been established, including designated telephone contact
for Health Officials or health professionals, as the case may be, among economies for
prompt response and information sharing. We will endeavor to inform each other in
a@zanc& of any measures that _\gl]l_rrgs_h'lcl_thuj:uol_iﬂt}_ Efwmm-&n_m:r

e e B e e i R e

e_cnﬁérm_iisl_and ‘to provide comprehensive information on--SARS-related -entry

requirements on the APEC Secretaniat’s SARS webpage. This information will be
updated regularly, on a daily basis, if necessary.

3. Collaborate with and provide assistance to the WHO’s Global Outbreak Alert and
Response Nerwork.

! We reiterate the following action items in the APEC Action Plan on SARS:
Regular briefing of the business commumity, through the APEC Business Advisory Council
{ABAC), Chambers of Comimerce and business associahions; and
- Informing the tourism and airlines sectors about best practicss in service provision in the face of
SARS and in dealing with travelers suspected of having SARS or other infectious discases.
: Such information includes:
- [iseasze situation;
Case information;
Operational performance;
- Relevant laws and regulations e.g. regulations for imcoming and outpoing travel, airport health
screening procedures including visa or entry restrictions, forms used; and
- Official announcements and advisories e.g travel ad-isones.
This information can be accessed at hitp.iapec.org/infectious



4. Promote Common Guiding Principles on Health Screening for International
Travel (See Annex A). We agree that any measures we adopt 10 screen passengers
will be internationally-recognized, science-based, and will address actual nisk factors

without stigmatizing portions of the traveling public.

5. Endorse the APEC Secretariat’s proposal for a communications strategy to
respond to the SARS crisis and other infectious diseases that threaten physical health
of our people and cconomic health of our region. The measures outlined wili
reinforce and complement communications strategies at the individual-economy
level and the APEC-forum level, and will be wseful in addressing future disease

threats in our region.

6. Strengthen the intra-APEC cooperation in fighting agamst SARS and preventing
it from reoccurring. In this comnection, priority should be given to sharing case
studies, technology transfer and provision of medical assistance to affected economy
in the battle against SARS and other emerging infectious diseases in the future.

7. Request APEC Senior Officials to work with the APEC Industrial Science ard
Technology Working Group (ISTWG) and health officials to enhance the
implementation of the APEC Infections Diseases Strategy and its Emerging
Infections Network, including considering to establish a SOM special Task Force on
Health.

8. Welcome the APEC project on Pandemic Influenza Preparedness to build
capacity for responding to influenza and emerging infectious diseases, which will be

implemented beginning in 2003.

9. Appoint senior health officials to the APEC Health Virtual Network to follow up
on what we hive leamt from-this- meeting and from the SARS crisis and to facilitate
responses to existing or future emerging infectious discases. The virtual network
will be hosted in a fashion similar to the APEC SARS Webpage at

htmp:/fwwaw apecsec.oresp/whatsnew/SARS himl.

10. Welcome the Tourism Working Group’s 2003 project on Tourism Risk
Management in the Asia-Pacific Region, which will develop best practices for man-

made and natural disaster recovery for the tounsm sector. We suppor: responses 1o
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SARS that are enduning in nature and can be utilized for future infectious disease

outhreaks and other similar cnises.

11. Reaffirm that SARS control measures must not become non-tariff bamers to
trade and travel. As there is no evidence thal goods and products from economies
with local transmission of SARS pose a nsk to public health, disinfecting or barring

such goods or products is unnecessary.

12. Urge those countnies in and outside the region who have expenenced SARS
outbreaks to institute demonstrably effective disease control measures, including
surveillance in order to restore thie confidence of the raveling public. We also urge
all economies to speedily move to lift any remaining SARS-related travel restrictions
to APEC member economies, or tegions of APEC member economies, that have
been removed from the list of affected areas and areas with local SARS transmission
by the WHO.

13, Call on APEC customs authonties to provide pronty clearance for medical

equipment and supplies imported for SARS response purposes.

14. Reaffirm our commitment to the Bogor Goals and to our Leaders’ vision of a

prosperous and healthy Asia-Pacific community.

159



Annex A: Guiding Principles for Health Screening and Management for
International Travelers

Guiding Principles

1. Effective implementation of a well designed targeted approach to hcalth screening,
isolation and quarantine of international travelers at travel ports i1s an effective
method of control of international transmission of infectious diseases.

2. Ineffective blanket approaches on health screening of international travelers should
be avoided. .

3. Health Screening and Management of International Travelers should be based on
scientific evidence. The World Health Organisation (WHO) is the global reference
organization on the prevention and control of the SARS epidemic and other

infectious disease outbreaks.
Measures for International Travelers

1. Pre-departure Screening

Pre-departure screening is required for all passengers departing from arcas recommended
by WHO. These areas are classified through daily reports as having "recent local
transmission” of SARS and fall into WHO categones B and C.

This procedure is implemented before boarding or at the time of checking-in.
Procedures should include, at a minimum, the application of a standardized health

declaration form containing basic questions recommended by YWHO for exit screening,

Temperature screening using an-appropriate means may be deemed necessary. Travelers
detected with suspected SARS symptoms should not be allowed to board the conveyance
but should instead be referved promptly 04 physician for medical attention or clearance
for travel

2. Arrival Screening
Proper screening of arriving passengers from arcas with recent local transmission of
SARS is necessary to ensure effective control of SARS transmission. Passengers should
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not be refused entry merely because they are from SARS affected areas. Proper medical
screening should be undertaken prior to making a determination of entry.

For air checkpoints, the host economy should allow individuals suspected of having
SARS to seek medical treatment with appropnate isolation or quarantine within the host

economy without discrimination. Appropriate control measures should be imposed upon

persons in close contact of the suspected case in compliance with related regulations of

the host economy.

The extent and intensity of the implementation of pre-departure and arrival screening
measures can be adjusted at the diseretion of each APEC member economy taking into

account domestic situations, 1t¢ laws and health systems.

It is noted that effective pre-departure screening can be more useful and cost effective
than screening at the arrival point However, screening at the armmival point is sull
necessary in order to identify persons who may have developed symptoms while in
transit or who may not have been identified prior to departure.

Protocols for land and sea travelers should be worked out bilaterally, where appropnate,
between economies that share eommoan land and sea borders.

3. Other Measures

APEC member economies should consider participating in the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Anti-SARS Aitrpont Evaluation Programme to strenpilion
anti-SARS measures at the auports to prevent the transnatiopal spread of SARS and

restore confidence in air travel,

APEC member economies shall follow relevant WHO recommendations  for
management of passengers suspected of SARS and for the disinfection of conveyances.

4. Information Management

Host economies shall ensure prompt exchange of relevant information on SARS cases
detected and their contacts with other member economies. This is important for an
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effective tracing and quarantine of contact cases i departure member economies, in

order to halt the spread of SARS transmission.

Economies should use ‘the existing communication channels among APEC members, -

¥

including the WHO Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network. Member economies
will assign a national focal -point on SARS to keep updating relevant information on a
regular basis.

Economies should take into account the best evidence available including that provided
by WHO in preparing their travel advice regarding SARS and other emerging infectious

dizeases,

5. The Way Forward

The guiding principles should he reviewed regularly after implementation to assess their
effectiveness and associated cost. It should be renewed when there is more scientific

evidence on prevention and control of SARS and other infectious disease outbreaks.
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESS RELEASE

SINGAPORE OFFERS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PACKAGE TO CAMBODIA, LAO PDR,
MYANMAR AND VIETNAM (CLMV) TO COMBAT SARS

The Special ASEAN-China Leaders Meeting on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
in Bangkok on 29 April 2003 issued a Joint Declaration calling for closer cooperation
amongst regional countries to check the spread of SARS. In this context, the Singapore
Government, in collaboration with private sector Singapore companies, the Government of
Japan and the World Bank, has offered a technical assistance package to the CLMV

countries aimed at developing their capacity to fight SARS.
The package comprises:

i) a study visit programme to share Singapore's experiences in combating the SARS

problem; and
ii) the donation of thermal imaging scanners to the CLMV countries.

Singapore, in partnership with Japan and the World Bank, has invited 20 Health and
Immigration senior officials from the CLMV countries for a study visit from 4 to 6 June 2003
to study SARS related measures implemented by Singapore. These officials will be briefed
by the Ministry of Health (MOH), Immigration-and Checkpoints Authority (ICA) and the Civil
Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) on health screening procedures, anti-SARS
measures, contact tracing, quarantine measures, public education and hospital containment
strategies. They will also visit the various. SARS Management Centres to observe at first-

hand, ground operations.

A key outcome of the Leaders Meeting on SARS was the need for countries to put in place
proper pre-departure and arrival health screening for travellers at check-points in order to
keep the region SARS-free. Thermal imaging scanners play an integral role in ensuring
effective screening and early detection at key departure and entry points. In this regard, the
Singapore Government is working closely with the Singapore private sector to donate

scanners to the CLMV countries.

To mark the first collaborative effort, the Singapore Government and Asia Pacific Breweries

(APB) is pleased to announce the donation of two thermal imaging scanners to Cambodia for
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use at the Phnom Penh International Airport and the Siem Reap Angkor International Airport.
The scanners will be officially handed over to Foreign Minister Hor Namhong at a ceremony
at Phnom Penh International Airport by Singapore's Ambassador to Cambodia, Mr Verghese

Mathews, and APB's General Manager, Mr Les Buckley, on 9 June 2003.

The technical assistance package demonstrates Singapore’s commitment to work with
various partners and our ASEAN neighbours in a concerted effort to keep the region SARS-

free.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SINGAPORE

3 JUNE 2003
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JOINT STATEMENT FOR 2ND SINGAPORE - MALAYSIA BILATERAL MEETING ON
SARS, 6 JUNE 2003

Officials from Singapore and Malaysia met on Friday, 6 June 2003 at Woodlands Checkpoint,
Singapore. The meeting was a follow-up to the 1" Malaysia-Singapore Bilateral Meeting on

SARS held in Putrajaya, Malaysia on 16 April 2003.

The Singapore delegation was led by Mr Moses Lee, Permanent Secretary (Health), and Mr
Tan Guong Ching, Permanent Secretary (Home Affairs) and comprised officers from the
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Home Affairs, as well as other officials. The Malaysian
delegation was headed by Datuk Alias Ali, Secretary General of the Ministry of Health and
Tan Sri Datu Dr. Mohamad Taha bin Arif, Director General of Health. Delegation members

included senior officials from the National Committee on SARS Control.

In the opening remarks, the leader of the Singapore delegation welcomed the Malaysian
delegation and looked forward to having frank and open discussions. The leader of the
Malaysian delegation congratulated Singapore on being taken off the WHO'’s list of areas
with recent local transmission of SARS and credited it to the concerted efforts by Singapore

in managing the SARS outbreak.

At the meeting, Singapore and Malaysian officials exchanged information on the current
SARS situation in the two countries. Both sides provided an update on the implementation of
issues raised at the 1St Bilateral Meeting. In reference to the Common Protocol on the
Referral of Suspected SARS Travellers across Land Border between Singapore and
Malaysia, the meeting also clarified that travellers detected with fever at the land checkpoint

would be isolated and subsequently conveyed back to their point of embarkation.

Although Singapore has been removed from WHO's list of areas with recent local
transmission of SARS, the meeting agreed that both sides will continue to exchange
information on suspected cases who had a recent travel history in the other country.
Singapore will continue with its pre-departure screening measures until the regional SARS

situation improves.
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In addition, the officials also updated each other on the progress by Malaysia and Singapore

on the health screening measures introduced at air, sea & land checkpoints.

The meeting was held in a warm and cordial atmosphere. Both sides were pleased with the

outcome of the meeting and looked forward to strengthening bilateral cooperation on SARS

and any other health issues that may arise in the future. It was agreed that the next meeting
will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 11 July 2003 to further enhance the close

collaboration between the two countries.

Mr Moses Lee Datuk Alias Al

Permanent Secretary Secretary General

Ministry Of Health Singapore Ministry Of Health Malaysia
Woodlands Checkpoint, Singapore

6 June 2003
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JOINT STATEMENT OF CROSS BORDER MEETING ON SEVERE ACUTE RESPIRATORY
SYNDROME

BETWEEN
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
AND
THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
BATAM, INDONESIA, 25 - 26 JUNE 2003

We, the Minister of Health of the Republic of Indonesia and the Minister for Health of the
Republic of Singapore, gathered in Batam, Indonesia, on 26 June 2003 for a Cross Border

Meeting on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS):
Recognizing the need for continued vigilance, even though ASEAN is SARS-free.

Noting the Joint Declaration of the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting on Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in Bangkok, Thailand, 29 April 2003.

Noting the priority areas identified by the ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers Meeting on SARS in
Siem Reap, Cambodia, June 10 — 11,2003, namely guidelines for international travel, ASEAN
SARS containment information network, capacity building for outbreak alert and response,

and public education and information.
We hereby agree to the following.items:

1. Regarding the guidelines for sea cross-border travel, both Indonesia and Singapore

will;

i.  continue to use health declaration cards designed and issued by Indonesia and

Singapore respectively;

ii. continue pre-departure temperature screening in accordance to the Joint Declaration

of the Special ASEAN Leaders Meeting on SARS in Bangkok on 29th April 2003;

ii.  finalize and implement a common protocol on the management of febrile ferry

passengers between the two countries.
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2. On strengthening the SARS containment information network, both sides will:

i.  exchange information on suspect and probable SARS cases using the template
agreed at the ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers meeting in Kuala Lumpur on 26 April
2003;

i. exchange information on contacts of probable and suspect SARS cases;
iii. exchange data on epidemiology and clinical management of SARS;
iv.  nominate liaison persons who will facilitate rapid information exchange on SARS.

3. In strengthening early outbreak alert and response, both sides will support the ASEAN
Disease Surveillance.Net and further development of early outbreak recognition systems for

new and re-emerging infectious diseases.

4. On strengthening technical cooperation between Indonesia and Singapore in

preventing and controlling SARS, both sides will:
i.  conduct bilateral training courses and seminars on SARS;
ii. conduct field trips for health care officials;
iii.  collaborate in the field of research.
The items in the joint statement will be followed up by officials at the technical level.

We, the Minister of Health of the Republic of Indonesia and the Minister for Health of the
Republic of Singapore reaffirm the need to continue working together towards restoring

public and investor confidence in-both countries which are SARS-free.

Batam, 26 June 2003
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JOINT STATEMENT
3" MALAYSIA-SINGAPORE BILATERAL MEETING ON SARS

PUTRAJAYA, 11 JULY 2003

The Third Malaysia-Singapore Bilateral Meeting on SARS was held on the 11th of July 2003
at Putrajaya, Malaysia. This has been the third such meeting between both nations and
served as a framework for the implementation of bilateral cooperation on SARS for the
mutual benefit of both nations. This meeting was held as a follow up to the 2nd Singapore-
Malaysia Bilateral Meeting on SARS held at Woodlands Checkpoint, Singapore on the Gth
June 2003.

The Malaysian delegation was led by the Secretary General of the Ministry of Health, Datuk
Alias Ali and The Director General of the Ministry of Health, Tan Sri Datu Dr. Mohamad Taha
bin Arif. The Malaysian delegation included senior officials from the National Committee on

SARS control.

The Singapore delegation was led by Mr. Moses Lee, Permanent Secretary (Health), Ministry
of Health Singapore and Mr. Tan Guong Ching, Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of
Home affairs Singapore. The delegation included senior officials from the Ministry of Health,

the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of Transport Singapore.

Datuk Alias Ali, in his opening remarks, extended a warm welcome to the Singapore
delegation and looked forward to strengthening mutual co-operation and collaboration in
issues on SARS between both countries. Mr. Moses Lee, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Health Singapore, in his response thanked the Malaysian delegation for their warm

hospitality.

Officials from Malaysia and Singapore exchanged information and provided updates on the
current SARS situation, and prevention and control activities in the two countries. Both
countries also briefed each other on the management of future outbreaks of SARS and other
infectious diseases of international public health importance. Updates on the

recommendations raised at the 2ncl Bilateral Meeting were also discussed during this meeting.
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Since all countries have been removed from the World Health Organisation’s list of areas
with recent local transmission of SARS, the meeting agreed that both sides will maintain
existing framework of mutual collaboration and cooperation for future disease outbreaks. In
addition, the officials also maintained that heightened vigilance and continued surveillance is

necessary for combating the threat posed by emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases.

Both sides were pleased with the accomplishments of the meeting that was held in an open
and friendly atmosphere. Both countries looked forward to further strengthening bilateral
cooperation on SARS and any other health issues that may arise in the future. To enhance
the close collaboration between our two countries it was agreed that the next meeting will be

held after 3 months.

(Datuk Alias Ali) (Mr. Moses Lee)
Secretary General Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Health Ministry of Health

Malaysia Singapore

Putrajaya, Malaysia

11" July 2003
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