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The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of narcissistic personality,
social comparison, and success or failure feedback on self-enhancement. Five hundred and
seventy-eight undergraduate students were asked to work on the analytical ability test, half in
pairs (comparative condition) and the other halfindividually (noncomparative condition). They
then complete the measure of narcissism. One to two weeks later, participants received bogus
test resultin which success or failure feedback was randomly given and their self-

enhancementwas assessed.

Results show that:

1. There is no interaction between narcissism and comparative situation.

2. There is no significant difference in self-enhancement of low narcissists between
comparative and noncomparative situations.

3. There is no significant difference in self-enhancement of high narcissists between
comparative and noncomparative situations.

4. There is a significant interaction between narcissism and feedback (p < .001).

5. Low narcissists self-enhance after receiving positive feedback more than
receiving negative feedback (p < .01), whereas high narcissists self-enhance
more after receiving negative feedback (p < .05).

6. High narcissists self-enhance to a greater extent than do low narcissists (p <

)
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