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His Majesty the King has observed that nowadays the Siamese
after day’s vork have no opportunity for healthy and profitable
recreation. Youth requires an outlet for its surplus energy and, if
none be provided will seek ways that are injurious to boby and mind
alike,or at best will merely return home to domestic routine, ?hich
ofters no scope for mental develophent.

At present, Siam lacks healthy outdoor recreation,and people
prefer after work to remain indoors, a habit oflife not condutivee
. to physical development, but rather providing causes of disease and
premature old age:

The times do not call for weailing and tops; it is a time
vhen the race must depent on the strength and vigour of the indivi-
duals of which it 1s composed. If the individual citizen is feeble,
so also will the be feeble. There are, moreover’social effects to be
considered.

For these reasons, and beéause a time 2ay come Wwhen the full
strength of the nation may be needed to meet and enemy vwho coames
with aim against our liberty, His Majesty therefore desires to
promote in every way opportunities for healthy 6pén-air exercise, 50
thaz the nation may have strenght to defend itself, and safeguard
the freedom handed on to us from our warrior ancestors, which is
enshrined in the very name of the people - Thai, the free

Outdoor exercises which provide healthy amusement for both
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‘players and onlookers are eninentlyAgﬁiEed to a2 strong and <wirile
race, and Sf these exercises His Hajesty considers Football to be
one and for the following reasomns:-

1. Football is a clean and open fight,not an occasion for
taking unfair or secret adyantage vhich iIs the essence of meannress.
veither in victory nor in defeat ought these to be any thought of
revenge on the one side or of jeering at the vanquished on the other.
That is to say, Football is a g#ne vhich steadies 2 man and =makes
him a sportsman.

2. It is a game which is won by team-work. No individual
player can take it upon himself to win the game, for if he tries to
do so, it will be to the disadvantage of his own side.

This feature of the game is a leason to us, vherein ve learn
that in greater strugglés ve nust combine to win the vhole strength
of our pover, not through ﬁhe offorts of an individual or setion,
vhich indieed is merely to beat one’s head ;;ninst a vall. So the
game teaches us that‘atrength lies in unity.

3. It is a game which augments our courage, because if we

. wish to win in an open fight, . we aust learn nct Lo be afraid cf
danger. Tha habit of fearlessly facing danger will remoTe tie
cendency to cowardice.

So in facing our enemies vwe shall have to raly on our
courage. A cowvard dies e7en before he meets death. Courage is the
tradition of a brave race.

) 4. It is a gaze of endurance. Both side are fighting hard
for their reputation. For either to win is not an easy zatiter, so
that the side which loses need not despair but hope for ancther day,

and the side which wins has to take the victory quietly.
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So also in the actual fighting of real enemies, we need never
be discouraged at a reverse but, like ture thai fight on to the end.

| 5. Football strengthens the body continual running. It is
a training forgotten in the interest caused by the game. It is also
teaches quickness in facing difficulties as they arise.

Thus, considering Football to be a game of suitable for the
development of the Nation’s Manhood and Warrior Spirit, and also
a healthful form of recreation, it is the King's desire to encourage
and consolidate the game of Football, and His Majesty has therefore

been graciously pleased to grant the use of the Ground of the Honou-
rable Corps of Wild Tigers at Dusit Park for the purpose of Football
for those in Military and Scout Services. His Majesty has also been
graciously pleased to approve of the appointment of a committee of
. Management, the names of the members of which will be hereinafter
mentioned, the matches Moreover, His Majesty will be graciously
pleased to witness on such days as His Yajesty’s Eeisure nay allow

of His so honouring the players.
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