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# # 6280025035 : MAJOR WESTERN MUSIC

KEYWORD: utopia, musical innovation, extended technique, cyclic form
Pimrapee Trichavaroj : MASTER MUSIC COMPOSITION: “THE MATRIX
SOUNDSCAPE UTOPIA” FOR CHAMBER ENSEMBLE. Advisor: Prof. Weerachat

Premananda, D.Mus.

“The Matrix Soundscape Utopia” for Chamber Ensemble is a composition
with intriguing musical innovation of 20th-century composing techniques, for
example rhythm, pitch, harmony, tone color, and new way of playing musical
instruments. The composition has been inspired by 20™-century composers such
as John Cage, Henry Cowell, and lannis Xenakis. The composition came up with an
extended technique of which a number was picked and reinterpreted as the core
idea by composer, whereby it is divided into 4 movements, each having the
specific number as the core. Having been designed with creative innovations,
it utilize instrumentation techniques in order to create tone color that fit the
movement, together with composer’s imaginative idea. Likewise, the cyclic form is

appiled to unite all the unique movements.

Field of Study:  Western Music Student's Signature ........cccccovvcevicnne.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature
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3.2.1 NNTE0AINRUIBVDIVIDUN 1 “5 Raining”
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FACULTY OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS @
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY

MASTER MUSIC COMPOSITION RECITAL

“THE MATRIX SOUNDSCAPE UTOPIA”
FOR CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
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ll. 12 Tones Clock

IV. 0 The Legend of Black Utopia
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The Matrix Soundscape Utopia

for Chamber Ensemble
By Pimrapee Trichavaroj

“The Matrix Soundscape Utopia” for Chamber Ensemble is a composition
that expands upon sophisticated musical innovations whereby certain numbers are
selected and reinterpreted by the composer and used as the core. The composition
has the approximate length of 20 minutes. The term ‘matrix’ refers to the
movements that the composer uses as the core of the composition of which each
movement has its own designated number. The word “utopia’ in the title of the

composition comes from a book called ‘ Utopia’ by a British author Sir Thomas

More. Utopia is about an imaginary world called Utopia which has an ideal society.

The realistic description in the book is achieved by referring to actual persons,
places, and historical events. Nevertheless, More’s story is made up purely of his
own imagination. Likewise, this musical composition in this piece is also created
from the composer’s imagination and achieves realistic feelings through the use of
musical innovations and theories. The composition uses cyclic form, and its
structure is divided into four movements where each movement repeats the melody
of the previous one subtly in volume, with the aim to connect each movement and

creates unity.
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Instrumentation

Flute
Clarinet in Bb
Piano (2 players)

® 55 Ping pongs

® Wooden Chopstick

® | arge Screw (Before playing the 3" movement, the prepare piano would be
set up by inserting the screw between the Bb0 to C1 strings. And remove

before playing the 4" movement)
Violin I, I
Viola
Cello
8 Condenser Microphones

Computer Lines and Monitor Speakers (The Monitor Speakers must bigger than 5-

Inch)

Score in C

Duration: ca. 20 minutes



Perfomance Directions

** Notes: Play glissando on piano strings must be crossing the stress bar (piano’s iron bar)

smooth as far as possible. If you can’t avoid an iron bar you can skip some piano strings.
st s
1" movement “5 Raining”

This composition used the aleatory music for the selection of note in certain
parts to represent the unpredictable fall of raindrops. The 5x5 grid has been used in
the process of choosing the notes and extended techniques by randomly select a
number from 1 to 22 in order to decide the pitch. Each instrument will use its own
clef, so the number 1 to 22 does not represent the same pitch for all instruments. In
order to choose a number from 1 to 5 at random to select an extended technique, the
5x5 grid was turned in all directions of which each direction represents one bar with
5 quarter notes or the 5/4 time signature. The method for choosing can be any method
that could ensure that one number from 1 to 22 and one number from 1 to 5 are
randomly chosen with the same probability, such as random number generator
program or pulling lottery from one box that contained the number of 1 to 22 and the
other of 1 to 5. The notes in this version of composition are the result of the

randomizing done through the method.
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These five symbols were used to represent the extended techniques of the
instrumentals. From left to right: Marcato, Col legno, Pizzicato, Tap on Instrument,

and applying pressure to the bow while playing to create scratching.

. ROIGION

Example 5x5 (The grid is starts from north then turn counter clockwise to the

direction of the west.)
N
W E
Pt
o @
S
marcato col legno pizz. tap on instrument scratch
i\ i e 1
T - - = t i |
NV TR 1 :l i |
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2" movement “Eyesears”

Setting up the binaural microphones can be done in several methods with varying
effects depending on the performer’s preference. For this composition, two
microphones were used per one musician. All musicians performed simultaneously
in the same space and needed to be seated 1.5 meter apart. One microphone was
placed on the left, and another on the right, each forming a 45-degree angle. The left
microphone was set to only send the signal to the left monitor, and the right
microphone only to the right monitor. The monitors were placed facing the audience
in 30-degree angle. The restriction of live performance is the fact that great number
of equipment are required such as microphones, and monitors which should be more
than five inches in diameter. Another limitation is the number of seating for the
audience, since to gain the best experience, the audience should sit approximately
halfway between the two monitors. In comparison to live performance, recording
provides clearer dimensions to the sound. Initials and atrows have been designated

to show the directions of which the musicians should move their instruments.

Positioning

Clarinet

1.5 meters

The audience
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Instrument Direction
L = Left

R =Right

C = Center

U=Up

D = Down

F = Front

B = Back

54



3" movement “12 Tones Clock”

Before playing, the prepare piano would be set up by inserting the large screw
between the Bb0 to C1 strings. A Large screw was used as there was considerable

gaps between the strings. Distance of a screw should be 4-Inch from a piano bridge.

4" movement “0 The Legend of Black Utopia”

Remove a large screw from the 3" movement before playing the 4"

movement.
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