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Titirat Churput : Regulating the Indonesian Domestic Workers in Singapore.

Advisor: Assoc. Prof. PUANGTHONG PAWAKAPAN, Ph.D.

Between 1990 and 2020, Singapore often appeared on the international news
headlines for their citizen’s mistreatments and violence against foreign female domestic
workers. The incidents affected its international images and relationship with Indonesia,
the major sending country of foreign domestic workers in Singapore. This research,
therefore, aims to study how the Singaporean government responded to the pressures
from the Indonesian government and the civil society groups in Singapore by adopting the
concept of a regulatory state. This study argues that there was a gradual improvement in
terms of laws governing basic welfare and working condition for the foreign domestic
workers as well as punishment for employers who violating the workers’ rights. The
improvement was due to the fact that although the foreign domestic workers were part
of the informal economic sector, they were important for Singapore’s economic
development in the fast globalized world. A lack of proper laws and regulations would
not only affect Singapore’s relationship with Indonesia but would also damage its
international images and a long term economic development. However, the changes were
limited to domestic laws only and they must not cause too much financial burden for
Singaporean employers. Moreover, the Singaporean government avoided signing with the
Indonesian government any bilateral agreement, which would allow the latter to interfere

in its domestic affair.
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