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Abstract

This research aims to study text elements of, analyze translation problems in,
and find suitable approaches to translating the American football game recaps which
were published in Sports Illustrated. This will provide not only the football results
presented in the recaps but also examine the hidden culture revealed by the source
language.

The concepts and theories applied to determine the translation methods and
solve the translation problems are Christiane Nord’s text analysis, Danica Selesko-
vitch’s concept, Jean Delisle’s interpretive approach, and scenes-and-frames semantic
theory, in addition to standard feature writing and sports reporting techniques.

Having studied the aforementioned approaches, the researcher concludes that
the meaning-focused interpretive approach produces a translated text that corresponds
most closely to the writer’s natural style. The source text narrates the game events so
as to create their scenes; scenes-and-frames semantic theory, therefore, plays an
important role in the translation process and helps readers follow the frames that the
translator renders in the source language. The researcher employs his own background
in sports together with additional context provided in the source text to produce the

most appropriate translation.
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- Trusting in each other and in the guiding hand of their history-making coach,
Peyton Manning and the Colts came together in the South Florida rain to vanquish the Bears and

. S v

lay claim to greatness (310 “Bringing it Home” ¥iti1 53 )
- An inspired performance by wideout Hines Ward and big plays by lesser names
carried the Steelers to victory over the Seahawks and their fifth NFL title-a fitting end to a
historic out-of-town playoff run and a courageous rally from a 7-5 start (910 “Hearts of Steel”
N 68)
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- Indy has been Peyton's Place since his arrival as the No. 1 pick in the 1998 draft-
-but grumblings of dissent still filled the room. "We were heated," recalls veteran cornerback
Nick Harper. "People were saying, 'We're grown-ass men. We've got wives and kids, and we'll

make those decisions for ourselves.' But, you know, it turned out all right."

Hyperfocused to his heart's desire, Manning was at his Super Sunday best in leading the
Colts to a 29--17 victory before 74,512 fans at Dolphin Stadium. In earning MVP honors and
shedding his can't-win-the-big-one tag--as did Indy coach Tony Dungy, who defeated his close
friend and former assistant Lovie Smith in a matchup of the first two African-American head
coaches in Super Bowl history--Manning overcame a sketchy start and seized control of a sloppy

game in a driving rainstorm. (910 “Bringing it Home” Wi 55)
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- While Bettis got the key to the city of Detroit earlier in the week (sharing the
distinction with Saddam Hussein), it was Parker who made the game's pivotal run. Three years
ago he was a bench warmer at North Carolina, on the verge of quitting the team and pursuing a
career in physical therapy. He stuck it out through his senior season, however, bursting into tears
before his final college game while taking the field with his parents on Senior Day. Though he
didn't play in that game, Parker smiled as the final seconds ticked away. "I was just so happy
when the game got over with," he said, "knowing that I didn't have to see anybody in that

program again." (910 “Hearts of Steel” Wi 79)
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- In truth this game was full of big hits. Things had gotten nasty during the teams'
previous meeting at the end of the 2001 season, a game New England won 38-6. The Pats were
heading toward their first Super Bowl, and the Panthers were losing their 15th straight game.
There were harsh words and skirmishes, which helped explain why players from both teams
engaged in a stare-down near midfield before Sunday's game. "They were trying to intimidate us,"
Johnson said. "That's when you knew it was on." (10 “Fight to the Finish” i 107)
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- UNANY “Bringing it Home” Wasesdslszleadn In pursuit of a victory
that would recast his reputation, his heart racing with agitation, Peyton Manning called the
. . . 9
boldest and most controversial audible of his career. (Y11 53)
a g Y ' .
UasoadieszToan As his teammates could have attested, there was no
. . . 9
way in hell that bus was leaving until the quarterback was good and ready. (¥i1167)
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- UNAN “Fight to the Finish” Hai3ead2815216A31 TOM BRADY was

caught in a crowd, yet he felt utterly alone. (’H‘fﬁ 99)
ﬂmémé’ll’mﬂi 21oA71  The two hugged and smooched and whispered sweet
nothings, and for the first time all night, the masses backed off and gave the quarterback some

space. (‘Hfﬁ 112)
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a3115994N In two months' time the Steelers came further than anyone

could have imagined-all 53 of them, individually and as a team. § ‘fﬁ 84)
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as1li5e4n Before and after another camera clicked, neither star said a
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word. There was no need to. (Y111 84)
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- In pursuit of a victory that would recast his reputation, his heart racing with
agitation, Peyton Manning called the boldest and most controversial audible of his career. (310

“Bringing it Home” W1 53)

- Yet for all his brilliance, Branch wasn't the most impressive wideout on the field.
That distinction belonged to Owens, who 6 1/2 weeks after surgery on his ankle, responded with a

nine-catch, 122-yard show of grit. (910 “Three-ring Circus” Wi 94)

- With a huge assist from Kasay, who hooked the ensuing kickoff out of bounds to
give New England possession at its own 40, Brady and Vinatieri made hearts flutter again. On
third-and-three from the Carolina 40 with 14 seconds on the clock, Brady took a shotgun snap and
found Branch down the right sideline for 17 yards. On came Vinatieri, who kicked a 41-yard field
goal with four ticks remaining, and it was time to ponder the Patriots' potential for a dynasty (box,

left) and their quarterback's ascent to gridiron icon. (10 “Fight to the Finish” Wi 11 1)
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- The rain drenched Manning's dark suit as he left the stadium and walked briskly
ahead of his older brother, Cooper, and their father toward the last of the buses. Cooper looked
back and, worried that Archie might be left behind amid the confusion, yelled, "Dad! Come on!
We've got to go!" Archie picked up the pace, but it proved unnecessary. There, waiting at the
bus's front door, was Peyton, smiling like a newly crowned champion. As his teammates could
have attested, there was no way in hell that bus was leaving until the quarterback was good and
ready. (910 “Bringing it Home” Wi 67)
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- Several hours earlier Ward had regaled a Pittsburgh-heavy crowd of 68,206 at
Ford Field, and a worldwide television audience, with his distinctive, proletarian brand of
football, blocking, catching passes and ramrodding his way to MVP honors in the Steelers' 21-10
victory over the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XL. Later on Monday he would fly to Disney
World with teammate Jerome Bettis, who announced his retirement after the game, then zoom
back to Pittsburgh for a victory parade through the city's streets on Tuesday. But Ward is one
player who is sure to stay grounded in the face of his burgeoning fame. (910 “Hearts of Steel”

niN 69)
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e Rice with Jerry Rice (St. Martin's Press, 1996)
e Walk on the Wild Side with Dennis Rodman (Delacorte Press, 1997)

e All Things Possible with Kurt Warner (Harper San Francisco, 2000)
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e Golden Girl with Natalie Coughlin (Rodale Press, 2006)
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- Hearts of Steel
An inspired performance by wideout Hines Ward and big plays by lesser names carried the

Steelers to victory over the Seahawks and their fifth NFL title-a fitting end to a historic out-of-
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- "But Peyton could care less about going out. He's doing it his way, and that's the

way he wants it." (910 “Bringing it Home” Wi 60)
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- "I don't look at myself as a prototypical wide receiver. I look at myself as a hell

Y
of a football player." (910 “Hearts of Steel” ¥i141 81)
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- Are you ready for some football, Steelers style? (310 “Hearts of Steel” 'H‘fﬁ 70)
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- Despite a shaky performance from second-year quarterback Ben Roethlisberger

and the virtual disappearance of their two marquee defenders, wild-haired strong safety Troy
Polamalu and outspoken outside linebacker Joey Porter, the Steelers plodded to victory in a
game that will be remembered less for the caliber of play than for what its outcome represented:
one for the thumb, finally, for 73-year-old Pittsburgh owner Dan Rooney, whose club won four
Super Bowls in the 1970s; a crowning career achievement for coach Bill Cowher, in his 14th

season with the Steelers; and a confirmation that faith in one another and accountability can carry

a team past seemingly insurmountable odds. (910 “Hearts of Steel” g 70)

- As they proved again in front of 78,125 fans at Alltel Stadium and an estimated
80 million television viewers worldwide, the Pats are more than Belichick's brain and

quarterback Tom Brady's golden right arm. (910 “Three-ring Circus” g 87)

- Though Carolina quarterback Jake Delhomme provided some stirring moments
and New England kicker Adam Vinatieri, as he had two years ago against the St. Louis Rams,
nailed the championship-winning field goal in the final seconds, it was Brady (32-o0f-48 passing
for 354 yards and three touchdowns) whose star shone brightest in Space City. (310 “Fight
to the Finish” 1111 102)
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- If the Philly faithful thought Brady would be fazed, they haven't been paying
attention the past four years, during which the 2000 sixth-round draft pick has ensured himself a
place in the Hall of Fame. Following an emotional week in which his 94-year-old grandmother,
Margaret, died, Brady exuded an eerie calm when the situation was most tense. He was 4 for 4 on
the Pats' nine-play, 66-yard drive, with running back Corey Dillon providing the go-ahead points

. . . 9

on a two-yard run with 13:44 left. (910 “Three-ring Circus” ®1193)
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"T hope this s—is strong. I'm on a mission." (310 “Fight to the Finish” Wi 100)
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"This is a business trip, and I don't want any distractions. I don't want any crying kids

next to me while I'm trying to study." (310 “Bringing it Home” Wi 54)

"You might not call them stars, but they just went out and embarrassed people in the
biggest game of their lives, so why wouldn't they be stars? It doesn't matter if we won by three or
103--we don't give a damn if people downplay our accomplishments, because all we want to do is

win." (910 “Three-ring Circus” N 87)
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- Manning overcame a sketchy start and seized control of a sloppy game in a
driving rainstorm. Yet the seven-time All-Pro needed plenty of help to claim the Colts' first
championship since their move to Indianapolis in 1984, and relying on his teammates to provide
it was another sign of his maturation. (910 “Bringing it Home” Wi 55)

- The Steelers' self-examination and recommitment spurred an eight-game
winning streak that vaulted them from playoff long shots to history-making champions: the first
No. 6 seed to win a Super Bowl and only the second team to win its first three playoff games on
the road, beginning with a 31-17 wild-card triumph over the Bengals. In its stunning divisional-

round upset of the top-seeded Indianapolis Colts and its AFC Championship Game drubbing of
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the second-seeded Denver Broncos, Pittsburgh played at a scarily high level, with big names like
Roethlisberger, Polamalu and Porter in starring roles. (310 “Hearts of Steel” 'H‘fﬁ 73)
et i idermsiuldndreanuandnnn dedldarmeany

- A former college quarterback and tailback at Georgia who fought his way to All-
Pro status despite having lost his left anterior cruciate ligament in childhood, Ward is the NFL's
anti-TO: a selfless star revered by his coaches and fellow Steelers. (310 “Hearts of Steel” g
69)

- Three years ago he was a bench warmer at North Carolina, on the verge of
quitting the team and pursuing a career in physical therapy. He stuck it out through his senior
season, however, bursting into tears before his final college game while taking the field with his
parents on Senior Day...."I'm glad I sat on the bench at North Carolina," Parker said after the
game. "All the people there were watching me and my team today, having fun." (910 “Hearts of

Steel” W1 79)

sideslumsussmenuilianuaynamile

- Chicago rookie Devin Hester, the former University of Miami star who had
scored six special teams touchdowns during the regular season, took the opening kickoff, danced
up the middle, burst to his right and struck like a Hurricane. (91 “Bringing it Home” Wi 61)

- On New England's next drive Brady and Branch hooked up on the play of the
night, a pass over the middle on which the third-year receiver leaped over the back of Philly
cornerback Sheldon Brown to turn a possible pick into a 19-yard reception. (391N “Three-ring

Circus” H1 93)

gJ = @ ~q ¥ 9 =2 = a A A ' ll =
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. &£ 9~ Y
(Happy Ending) 5a@ie192 19 TUn U LU0 IuNA NN NN
- As his teammates could have attested, there was no way in hell that bus was
. . L v
leaving until the quarterback was good and ready. (910 “Bringing it Home” Y1111 67)
- The two hugged and smooched and whispered sweet nothings, and for the first
time all night, the masses backed off and gave the quarterback some space. (310 “Fight to the

Finish” %111 112)
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- The Seahawks weren't, spoiling the first Super Bowl appearance in franchise
history by making more mistakes and fewer big plays than a Pittsburgh team that appeared more
9
vulnerable than a Detroit autoworker. (310 “Hearts of Steel” #1141 70)
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- Yet when McNabb whipped a 10-yard scoring pass to running back Brian

Westbrook to tie the game with 3:39 remaining in the third quarter, the raucous Philly fans

asserted themselves like Broad Street Bullies. (910 “Three-ring Circus” N 93)
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- Chicago rookie Devin Hester, the former University of Miami star who had
scored six special teams touchdowns during the regular season, took the opening kickoff, danced

up the middle, burst to his right and struck like a Hurricane. (910 “Bringing it Home” Wi 61)
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- He was 4 for 4 on the Pats' nine-play, 66-yard drive, with running back Corey
Dillon providing the go-ahead points on a two-yard run with 13:44 left. On New England's next
drive Brady and Branch hooked up on the play of the night, a pass over the middle on which the
third-year receiver leaped over the back of Philly cornerback Sheldon Brown to turn a possible
pick into a 19-yard reception. Six plays later Vinatieri's 22-yard field goal put the Pats up 24-14.
(910 Three-ring Circus 111 93)
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- Four plays after that, the Steelers' biggest pass since Terry Bradshaw hit John
Stallworth in Super Bowl XIV was thrown not by Roethlisberger (9 of 21, 123 yards, two
interceptions) but by wideout Antwaan Randle El, a former standout quarterback at Indiana
whose 43-yard strike to Ward provided the game's signature moment. Credit another perfectly
timed call to red-hot offensive coordinator Ken Whisenhunt, who two plays earlier had set up the
trick pass by calling a speed screen to Randle El for a seven-yard gain. Then, on first-and-10
from the Seattle 43, Whisenhunt sent in Zero Strong Z Short Fake Toss 39 X Reverse Pass,
which was run out of the same formation as the speed screen. "I was so excited," Randle El said

later, "T had to make sure I didn't give it away." (910 “Hearts of Steel” g 74)
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- New England's 24-21 victory over the Philadelphia Eagles in Super Bowl
XXXIX on Sunday night in Jacksonville was another testament to teamwork, tenacity and the

strategic acumen of coach Bill Belichick and his staff. (910 “Three-ring Circus” ®11 86)
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- So before the coronation of the plucky Patriots as the team of the decade, let's

get this much straight: (910 “Three-ring Circus” g 87)
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- "We were heated," recalls veteran cornerback Nick Harper. "People were saying,
'We're grown-ass men. We've got wives and kids, and we'll make those decisions for ourselves.'

But, you know, it turned out all right." (319 “Bringing it Home” Wi 54)
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- Finally, a friend got through and handed him a gin and tonic, and before taking a
sip Brady said, "I hope this s—is strong. I'm on a mission." (910 “Fight to the Finish” g
100)
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- You might say that after years of racking up superlative statistics, Manning has

found it takes 53 to tango. (910 “Bringing it Home” g 56)
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tango.
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- The coach demands similar humility from his players, who in the words of
backup linebacker and special teams ace Matt Chatham, are "all drinking the Kool-Aid.
Everybody buys into the team concept, and we'd be stupid not to." (910 Three-ring Circus

ni 97)
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"I told Tommy after the game, 'Your coattails are getting heavy, and I

apologize. Right now I'm hanging on for dear life." " (910 “Fight to the Finish” Wi 103)
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- Remarkably, it was the first of two back-to-back fumble sequences in the first

half. (The Blooper Bowl would include eight turnovers, five by Chicago.) (910 “Bringing it

Home” #11 64)
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- Let's put this week in perspective: It's not about the parties; it's the trophy.

Only 37 teams can say they've owned this. You guys can be the 38th." (911 “Fight to the Finish”

N 105)
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- Ward is the NFL's anti-TO: a selfless star revered by his coaches and fellow

Y
Steelers. (310 “Hearts of Steels” 1111 70)
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- Before every game it's, Who's going to step up big today? Hines played well, but
for the most part it wasn't the big-name guys offensively and defensively. That's sort of been the
M.O. of this team, why it's such a special team and why we won." (310 “Hearts of Steel” Wi

79)
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- "It's awesome to see a guy like Deion win it," said Brady (23 of 33, 236 yards,
two touchdowns), a two-time Super Bowl MVP. "The guy has done everything he can for this
team, and this is a team full of guys who cheer for one another. The MVP is nice, but that's not
why you play. I'm playing for that diamond ring that's as big as a belt buckle." (310 “Three-ring

Circus” H1N 88)
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Bringing It Home

Trusting in each other and in the guiding hand of
their history-making coach, Peyton Manning and the
Colts came together in the South Florida rain to

vanquish the Bears and lay claim to greatness

MICHAEL SILVER
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In pursuit of a victory that would recast his reputation,
his heart racing with agitation, Peyton Manning called
the boldest and most controversial audible of his career.

Twelve days before he was to face the Chicago Bears in
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Super Bowl XLI, Manning stood up in a meeting room at
the Indianapolis Colts' training facility and delivered an
unpopular decree to his teammates, who had gathered to
talk logistics before their weeklong trip to South Florida.
Colts president Bill Polian, one of the NFL's most
autocratic executives, had announced that there would be
restrictions on visitors to the team's hotel in Fort
Lauderdale but that players would be free to spend time
with family members and other guests in the confines of
their own rooms. Unnerved, Manning essentially threw
out Polian's play for one more to his liking. "I don't think
we should let anyone up in the rooms," Manning told the
stunned group of players and coaches. "This is a business
trip, and [ don't want any distractions. I don't want any
crying kids next to me while I'm trying to study." D
That Manning would get his way was a foregone
conclusion--Indy has been Peyton's Place since his arrival
as the No. 1 pick in the 1998 draft--but grumblings of
dissent still filled the room. "We were heated," recalls

veteran cornerback Nick Harper. "People were saying,
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'We're grown-ass men. We've got wives and kids, and
we'll make those decisions for ourselves.' But, you know,

it turned out all right."

Hyperfocused to his heart's desire, Manning was at his
Super Sunday best in leading the Colts to a 29--17
victory before 74,512 fans at Dolphin Stadium. In
earning MVP honors and shedding his can't-win-the-
big-one tag--as did Indy coach Tony Dungy, who
defeated his close friend and former assistant Lovie
Smith in a matchup of the first two African-American
head coaches in Super Bowl history--Manning overcame
a sketchy start and seized control of a sloppy game in a
driving rainstorm. Yet the seven-time All-Pro needed
plenty of help to claim the Colts' first championship since
their move to Indianapolis in 1984, and relying on his

teammates to provide it was another sign of his
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maturation. A year after appearing to criticize his
offensive linemen following a painful playoff defeat to
the Pittsburgh Steelers--"I'm trying to be a good
teammate here," he said to reporters while discussing
pass-protection problems--Manning now understands,
as he said late Sunday night in a nearly empty locker
room, "that everybody's got to do his part, and you have

to trust them all to do that."
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You might say that after years of racking up superlative
statistics, Manning has found it takes 53 to tango--
though that would evoke images of the embarrassing
video from his performance in a New Orleans middle
school play that surfaced after he referred to it in a
media-day interview, and which cracked up his
teammates as they watched it on an ESPN broadcast

during a meal at the team's hotel.
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On Sunday night fans were dancing in the streets of Indy
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thanks to players such as rookie halfback Joseph Addai
(143 rushing and receiving yards), his backup Dominic
Rhodes (21 carries, 113 yards) and second-team
cornerback Kelvin Hayden, whose 56-yard interception
return for a touchdown with 11:59 remaining provided
the game's final points. By then Manning had solved
Chicago's formidable defense with a barrage of
underneath passes and timely run calls while Indy's far
less heralded D had repelled quarterback Rex Grossman
and limited the Bears to just a field goal after the 4:34
mark of the first quarter. "Everyone thinks this is about
Peyton's legacy," Colts defensive end Dwight Freeney

said afterward, "but listen--this is a 53-man team. Peyton

doesn't do everything by himself, and at the end of the
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day defense wins championships. That still holds up."
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That owner Jimmy Irsay--whose late father, Bob,
abruptly uprooted the Colts and moved them from
Baltimore to Indy--held up the Lombardi Trophy at
game's end was a testament to this team's grit,
perseverance and togetherness. "We're so tight-knit,"
Irsay said between celebratory hugs in the locker room.

"Our bonds have been forged through some real-life

tragedies, and those things make you stronger."
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The suicide of Dungy's 18-year-old son, James, in
December 2005 started the Colts on an emotional,
character-testing journey. The shocking home playoff
loss in January '06 to the eventual Super Bowl champion
Steelers was followed by, among other events, the free-
agent departure of All-Pro running back Edgerrin James,

a popular veteran who signed with the Arizona Cardinals

@

EJ
aa s o o
AIUVIONTTNUDAUIUET  (James) UATY188 18 mmﬂuﬂmﬁﬂu
o = I~ A v a ' 93
FUIAY 1J 2005 HJ“L!ﬂﬁli11(5]1!ﬂﬁlﬂu%NLLﬁQﬂ’Nl@]ﬁﬂ"Uﬂ\iﬂﬁ

A s 9 o o A 9 s A A
wqwmmm ﬂ’ﬂilﬂi']"])’Eli]u"’lJ’JiUuLﬁEIﬂWU']uiuiﬂ’ULWﬂE]f]E]“I/‘I!iIE]!ﬂE]L!

]
A A

unsiaw 7 2006 Aeadamed FegameduiiuilduyuieglesTusa

d o o 1 ] o a
mumﬁ”mmqmﬁmmﬂtywmﬂamawu M58101 MU0 UDADTU

o

7 . o A =~
wNe (Bdgerrin James) f17900a 115 Ndw

o

1< @ + 9

gmuaas niudnmdg
Voo & S o o a Ao o
Tassaaa lihdudyaniuines Taumaiad

(Arizona Cardinals)

oA o

11 4 a o5 < A A A A ¢ méﬂy A A s g s 4 v o a & éwé'ﬂa’f
ﬂ?ﬂ%u&’!ﬁﬁcjj!ﬂﬂiiﬂ'f]ﬁ ﬁﬁ%ﬂlﬂu!ﬂﬂﬁﬂl!ﬂ'f]u“ﬁ AvBUUIITA uTﬂ“]fsU'f]Q‘V]UﬂiulﬂUl!WﬂLﬂﬂiﬁ‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂEWQﬂﬁ%uglﬁﬁlﬂulﬂwuﬂﬁ“ﬁ\ii]ﬂéllul UATAULIN

9 < ]
ulaldraauasearuvens




(and who sent Manning a pregame text message wishing
him luck on Sunday); the death of Pro Bowl wideout
Reggie Wayne's older brother, Rashad, in an automobile
accident in September; and a late-season stretch
(following a 9--0 start) in which Indy lost three of four
games, including a 44--17 drubbing by the Jacksonville
Jaguars in which the maligned run defense gave up an
astounding 375 yards. Seeded third in the AFC after a 12-
-4 regular season, the Colts surprisingly shut down both
the Kansas City Chiefs and the Baltimore Ravens on the
ground. Manning then rallied Indy from a 21--3 deficit
to pull out a dramatic 38--34 win over the Colts' longtime
in the AFC

nemesis, the New England Patriots,

Championship Game.
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As the football world anticipated Manning's crowning

achievement, the prickly passer refused to play along.

wigaulwnasewituaueamanisiuwuiig ldaseuases

]
~

J ' 9 Sldy o a 1 3 9
NQQ;]L!‘HN‘]J Lmi]ﬂll"’ll’l'lxuﬂ'lﬁlilﬂ'lﬂQuﬂﬂﬂulllﬂﬂl‘h'uuuﬂﬁﬂ Tagvmeh

2 ' { o o < o Vg g
' mmmé’muimmﬁﬁ"lc?ﬁ‘umiﬂmﬁanmmaumvhma (NFL) Iﬂﬂ!‘f‘uﬂﬁll‘lN‘IJuiZW'JNﬁQLBHLBW% (NFC) !lﬂmﬁ!ﬁ‘v‘l‘? (AFC)

13 "o 2w < Yy A = < = ' = =
ﬂTS!!‘IN‘IJ‘HBlﬂﬁﬂuvjﬂﬂﬂﬁlﬂulﬂwlma (NFL) ‘]Jiﬁfﬂ'ﬂllﬂ'lﬂ'ﬂlm1ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂ@ lﬂlﬁw‘lﬂ (AFC) tag !ﬁu!ﬁw‘ﬁ (NFC) Iﬂﬂllﬁﬂgfﬂﬂﬂ 16 Ny

59




While many of the Colts spent part of Super Bowl week
enjoying the South Beach scene, Manning, after taking
20 players to dinner in Fort Lauderdale following the
team's arrival on Jan. 29, was holed up at the Colts' hotel.
"I'm having the best time of my life, honestly,"
Manning's wife, Ashley, said last Saturday while
socializing with family members at South Beach's swank
Shore Club hotel. "But Peyton could care less about

going out. He's doing it his way, and that's the way he

wants it."
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In an effort to replicate his routine in Indy, where he
watches game film in his basement, Manning had the
team provide a similar setup on the Marriott Harbor
Beach resort's third floor, two below the off-limits level.
He even listened to the same music on bus rides to and
from practice that he did during car trips throughout the
playoffs: a mix CD given to him by Ashley for
Christmas. But instead of copying tunes like Bruce

Springsteen's Glory Days to an iPod, Manning went retro.
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"Ashley bought me one of those Discman things for, like,
eight bucks," he said. " Reggie Wayne and [linebacker]
Cato June couldn't believe someone still made those
anymore. They were taking pictures of it because they

thought it was so funny. But hey, I kept to the routine."
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Not every Colts player found humor in Manning's
intensity. The no-visitors policy had some teammates
complaining about the franchise's "Peyton Rules." And
after Dungy and offensive coordinator Tom Moore asked
for Manning's input in planning the Wednesday practice
session, one player groused that the team should be

renamed the Indianapolis Peytons.
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If the Peytons were a tad tight heading into their meeting
with the Bears, the start of the game did nothing to
alleviate the stress. Chicago rookie Devin Hester, the
former University of Miami star who had scored six

special teams touchdowns during the regular season, took
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the opening kickoff, danced up the middle, burst to his
right and struck like a Hurricane. His 92-yard dash was
the first-ever score on the opening play of a Super Bowl
and put the Colts in an immediate 7--0 hole. Dungy, who
in his speech to his players the previous night had warned
that they'd have to overcome "a storm'" at some point
during the game, shook his head and thought, I wish I

weren't that prophetic.
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Indy's first play from scrimmage called for tight end
Dallas Clark to run a seam route underneath the safeties,
but he broke it inside instead. "We only had that first play
picked out for about two weeks," said Manning, "and he
ran the wrong route." Manning's throw was deflected by
Brian Urlacher, the All-Pro middle linebacker, whose
typically impressive effort would include 10 tackles.
Later in the drive the jumpy Colts were called for a pair

of false-start penalties, the second of which set up third-
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and-13 from the Indy 41. Hoping to hit his favorite
target, Pro Bowl wideout Marvin Harrison, Manning
made his lone mistake of the day, hanging a deep ball
that strong safety Chris Harris picked off. Gulp. Said
Manning, "We looked like a team that had never played

in the Super Bowl."
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Manning settled the Colts' nerves with 6:58 left in the
first quarter. On third-and-10 from the Indy 47 he called
66 D X-Pump, a play Moore installed for the Super
Bowl that called for Wayne, lined up to the left side, to
run an in-and-go route designed to exploit Chicago's base
Cover Two zone scheme. The hope was that Bears free
safety Danieal Manning (no relation) would bite on the
pump-fake. What Peyton got was even more ideal--
Chicago's Manning, who seemed mistakenly to be
playing man coverage while the rest of his teammates

followed their zone assignments, jumped tight end Ben
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Utecht's inside route, leaving Wayne alone in the middle
of the field. Facing pressure from defensive tackle Tank
Johnson, Manning held his ground long enough to let
Wayne break free, then delivered a rainbow that, from
the receiver's perspective, "seemed like it hung in the air
forever." Wayne spun around to catch the ball inside the
20 and cruised into the end zone to complete the 53-yard
touchdown; Indy trailed 7--6 after punter Hunter Smith

botched the hold on the extra point.
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Kicking short to avoid another runback by Hester (a
practice Indy followed several more times later in the
game), the Colts got the ball when Robert Mathis forced
a Gabe Reid fumble and Tyjuan Hagler recovered. But on
the next play Manning and Addai failed to connect on a
handoff, and Mark Anderson, the Bears' rookie defensive
end, pounced on the ball. Remarkably, it was the first of
two back-to-back fumble sequences in the first half. (The
Blooper Bowl would include eight turnovers, five by

Chicago.) During the play Manning banged the already
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sprained thumb on his passing hand that had required a
pregame pain-killing injection, but the football gods were
taking care of him. "With a wet ball," he explained later,
"you've got to hold it light to make it go where you want.
So the bad thumb kind of helped me because I couldn't

grip it real hard."
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Before Manning (25 of 38, 247 yards, one touchdown)
took hold of the game, the Bears managed one show of
offensive force. A 52-yard run by halfback Thomas Jones
set up Grossman's four-yard touchdown pass to wideout
Muhsin Muhammad, giving Chicago a 14--6 lead with
4:34 left in the first quarter. At that point, to paraphrase
halftime performer Prince, many in the decidedly pro-
Bears crowd were ready to party like it was 1985. But
Indy pulled ahead before halftime on the first of three
Adam Vinatieri field goals and Rhodes's one-yard
scoring run. With a 16--14 lead, the Colts' increasingly

energized defenders were confident the game was theirs.
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"We knew," said Harper, who reaggravated a left high-

B s A 9 9 v s J Ty P WY o
31311Jf]§ “]N‘?Uf]lﬂ1“]51ﬂlﬂaﬂ“]ﬂﬁlu5]1'3\1‘1/]’]8]?]')@lﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂ\ﬁ]ullllllﬂﬂaﬂ

65




ankle sprain late in the second quarter and did not return.
"We wanted to put the ball in Grossman's hands. Now [
can say what I'd really felt all week: We'd seen the film,
and we knew there was no way in hell they were going to

beat us in the passing game."
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When Grossman got the ball at his own 20 trailing 22--17
with 13:38 remaining in the game, he had a chance to
prove Harper wrong and answer all the critics who'd
dogged him for much of his first full season as a starter.
Instead, he underthrew a sideline pass to Muhammad that
Hayden caught and returned to break the game open.
Less than two minutes after that mistake, Grossman
lobbed a deep ball for wideout Bernard Berrian that was
intercepted by free safety Bob Sanders, and the only
remaining suspense was whether Dungy, who'd never
gotten a championship dousing, would receive a

Gatorade bath. (He did, though in the steady rain it's a

wonder the unflappable coach even noticed.)
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Manning finally showered. He didn't leave the locker
room until a few minutes after midnight, when the rest of
his teammates had already boarded buses that would take
them to the victory party at their hotel. At 30, after so
many years spent in the spotlight--that's life when you're
the son of football icon Archie Manning--he'd finally
earned the bling that would validate his status as one of
football's enduring elite, and he wanted to get the party

started. Glory days, they'll pass you by....
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The rain drenched Manning's dark suit as he left the
stadium and walked briskly ahead of his older brother,
Cooper, and their father toward the last of the buses.
Cooper looked back and, worried that Archie might be
left behind amid the confusion, yelled, "Dad! Come on!
We've got to go!" Archie picked up the pace, but it
proved unnecessary. There, waiting at the bus's front
door, was Peyton, smiling like a newly crowned
champion. As his teammates could have attested, there
was no way in hell that bus was leaving until the

quarterback was good and ready.
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smiled broadly at one of the Steelers' most famous fans,
singer Hank Williams Jr., who had joined hundreds of
revelers at the Pontiac Marriott in suburban Detroit in the
early hours of Monday morning. "Remember when I saw
you in training camp and you were calling me Mr. Hank?"
asked Williams, a frequent visitor to the team's
headquarters. "Well, you're Mr. Hines today. In fact, you're
the entertainer of the year." Several hours earlier Ward had
regaled a Pittsburgh-heavy crowd of 68,206 at Ford Field,
and a worldwide television audience, with his distinctive,
proletarian brand of football, blocking, catching passes and
ramrodding his way to MVP honors in the Steelers' 21-10
victory over the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XL. Later
on Monday he would fly to Disney World with teammate
Jerome Bettis, who announced his retirement after the
game, then zoom back to Pittsburgh for a victory parade
through the city's streets on Tuesday. But Ward is one

player who is sure to stay grounded in the face of his

burgeoning fame.
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fought his way to All-Pro status despite having lost his left
anterior cruciate ligament in childhood, Ward is the NFL's
anti-TO: a selfless star revered by his coaches and fellow
Steelers. "Hines's character symbolizes what kind of team
this is: close-knit and physical," outside linebacker Clark
Haggans said in Pittsburgh's jubilant locker room after the
franchise had won its NFL-record-tying fifth Super Bowl
title. "He's the best receiver in football and one of the

toughest people I've ever been around."
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Are you ready for some football, Steelers style? The
Seahawks weren't, spoiling the first Super Bowl appearance
in franchise history by making more mistakes and fewer big
plays than a Pittsburgh team that appeared more vulnerable
than a Detroit autoworker. Despite a shaky performance
from second-year quarterback Ben Roethlisberger and the
virtual disappearance of their two marquee defenders,
wild-haired strong safety Troy Polamalu and outspoken

outside linebacker Joey Porter, the Steelers plodded to
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victory in a game that will be remembered less for the
caliber of play than for what its outcome represented: one
for the thumb, finally, for 73-year-old Pittsburgh owner
Dan Rooney, whose club won four Super Bowls in the
1970s; a crowning career achievement for coach Bill
Cowher, in his 14th season with the Steelers; and a
confirmation that faith in one another and accountability

can carry a team past seemingly insurmountable odds.
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"Don't ever count us out," Porter said after Pittsburgh had
limited the Seattle offense, top-ranked in the NFL, to its
lowest point total of the season. "People definitely wrote us
off in December, and when you tell somebody they can't do

something, proving it wrong is the sweetest joy of all."
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Cowher pushed the right buttons on a surprisingly sloppy
Super Sunday, but his most important move might have
come two months earlier, when he walked into a meeting
room at the Steelers' training facility the morning after a 38-

31 home loss to the Cincinnati Bengals. That setback had
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essentially ceded the AFC North title to the Bengals and put
Pittsburgh, at 7-5, on the brink of playoff elimination. The
players shuddered. Would Cowher launch a spit-filled

tirade? Would his head explode?
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To the Steelers' relief, the man with football's most
celebrated chin turned junior high history teacher instead.
Passing out grade sheets, Cowher gave his players an
assignment: Watch film of the Cincinnati game and for
every play assign yourself a grade (plus or minus) in each
of three categories: technique, effort and how well you
followed your assignment. "It was revealing," Cowher
recalled last Thursday morning as he sipped coffee in the
cafeteria area of the team's hotel in Pontiac. "Some guys,
like Troy, were overly critical of themselves; others were a
little too lenient. But the most important point I wanted to
make was that if each guy did just a little bit more and was
accountable for his actions, we could turn this thing around-
together." Said Bettis, the 33-year-old running back, "It

drove home the message: Before you start to point fingers,
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you've got to look at yourself first."

The Steelers' self-examination and recommitment spurred
an eight-game winning streak that vaulted them from
playoff long shots to history-making champions: the first
No. 6 seed to win a Super Bowl and only the second team
to win its first three playoff games on the road, beginning
with a 31-17 wild-card triumph over the Bengals. In its
stunning divisional-round upset of the top-seeded
Indianapolis Colts and its AFC Championship Game
drubbing of the second-seeded Denver Broncos, Pittsburgh

played at a scarily high level, with big names like

Roethlisberger, Polamalu and Porter in starring roles.
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Yet Super Sunday belonged to the unheralded Steelers,
perhaps fittingly, as foreshadowed by Cowher's pregame
address to the team. "It's not going to take a super effort
from any one individual," he said to his players. "You play
as a team,

and you're going to walk away as

champions." They did, thanks to such lesser lights as
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second-year halfback Willie Parker, whose 75-yard burst on
the second snap of the second half, helped by Pro Bowl left
guard Alan Faneca's perfect block on linebacker Leroy Hill,
gave Pittsburgh a 14-3 lead. The defensive standouts
included Haggans, nosetackle Casey Hampton and
cornerback Deshea Townsend, each of whom sacked
Seahawks quarterback Matt Hasselbeck, and cornerback Ike
Taylor, who atoned for several early lapses in coverage by
snagging an interception at the Steelers' five-yard line with

10:46 remaining and his team clinging to a 14-10

advantage.
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thrown not by Roethlisberger (9 of 21, 123 yards, two
interceptions) but by wideout Antwaan Randle El, a former

standout quarterback at Indiana whose 43-yard strike to
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Ward provided the game's signature moment. Credit
another perfectly timed call to red-hot offensive coordinator
Ken Whisenhunt, who two plays earlier had set up the trick
pass by calling a speed screen to Randle El for a seven-yard
gain. Then, on first-and-10 from the Seattle 43, Whisenhunt
sent in Zero Strong Z Short Fake Toss 39 X Reverse
Pass, which was run out of the same formation as the speed
screen. "I was so excited," Randle El said later, "I had to

make sure I didn't give it away."
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After Roethlisberger pitched the ball to Parker on the left
side, Randle El swung around from his position wide to the
left to take a handoff from Parker, then continued rolling to
his right as Ward flashed open between three confused
defenders. Throw it to me now! Ward thought to himself.

Please, please get it to me. Without breaking stride, Randle
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El released what he would later call the "prettiest pass" of
his life, a tight spiral that Ward caught on the run just inside
the Seattle five-yard line, beyond the pursuit of cornerback
Marcus Trufant, and cruised in for the game's final points

with 8:56 remaining.
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"[ can throw it like that, too," Ward said afterward. "But the
difference between me and '"Twan is that in his heart, he still

wants to be a quarterback. I just want to catch balls."
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It was a redemptive moment for Ward, whose earlier
mishandling of two Roethlisberger passes had symbolized
Pittsburgh's offensive futility. The Steelers went nearly four
minutes into the second quarter before finally making a first
down, while the Seahawks reached their own 47 or deeper
on five of their six first-half possessions. But Seattle came
away with only three points before intermission, as a
combination of dropped passes and costly penalties-
including a questionable offensive pass interference call on

wideout Darrell Jackson that nullified his apparent 16-yard
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touchdown reception with two minutes left in the first
quarter-kept Hasselbeck (26 of 49, 273 yards) from
capitalizing. Indeed, with a number of borderline or
puzzling calls, the referees' performance appeared as flat as
that of the teams, and when the Rolling Stones blasted their
new song Rough Justice during the band's halftime set,

Mick Jagger seemed to be singing to the Seahawks.
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Though Roethlisberger had played brilliantly in the first
three postseason games, Seattle coach Mike Holmgren
based his defensive strategy on the premise that the young
passer wouldn't replicate his success. "I'd rather put the ball
in his hands," Holmgren said last Thursday while sitting in
his temporary office at the team's Dearborn hotel. "I can't
believe how poorly Denver played in the secondary in the
Denver, didn't make

championship game. to me,

Roethlisberger think very much. What we can do is give
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him a lot of different looks."

@ @

! 9
sdanusurannategluuuliang”

For much of the evening Roethlisberger looked like the
discombobulated passer who struggled in last year's AFC
Championship Game, during which the top-seeded Steelers
were dismantled by the New England Patriots-Cowher's
fourth loss in five conference title games, all at home. (The
Steelers were beaten 27-17 by the Dallas Cowboys in
Super Bowl XXX.) But Big Ben struck at opportune times
against the Seahawks. Midway through the second quarter,
on third-and-six from the Pittsburgh 45, Roethlisberger's
improvised shovel pass to Ward while scrambling to his
right resulted in a 12-yard gain. Later in the drive, on third-
and-28 from the Seattle 40, the quarterback dashed to his
left to elude Seahawks defensive end Grant Wistrom, pulled
up to avoid crossing the line of scrimmage and threw back
to the right to Ward at the three-yard line. Three plays later

Roethlisberger's lunging keeper gave the Steelers a 7-3 lead.
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His one-word postgame assessment of his overall

performance: "Ecch."
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Roethlisberger cheered up slightly while riding on the team
bus to the victory party. "It's not how you picture your
Super Bowl moment," he said, "but with this team it had to
be that way. Before every game it's, Who's going to step up
big today? Hines played well, but for the most part it wasn't
the big-name guys offensively and defensively. That's sort
of been the M.O. of this team, why it's such a special team
and why we won." It's also how Roethlisberger, 23,
supplanted the Patriots' Tom Brady as the youngest

quarterback to guide a team to a Super Bowl victory.
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While Bettis got the key to the city of Detroit earlier in the
week (sharing the distinction with Saddam Hussein), it was
Parker who made the game's pivotal run. Three years ago he
was a bench warmer at North Carolina, on the verge of
quitting the team and pursuing a career in physical therapy.

He stuck it out through his senior season, however, bursting
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into tears before his final college game while taking the
field with his parents on Senior Day. Though he didn't play
in that game, Parker smiled as the final seconds ticked
away. "l was just so happy when the game got over with,"
he said, "knowing that I didn't have to see anybody in that

program again."
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Parker made the Steelers' roster as an undrafted free agent
in 2004-team scout Dan Rooney Jr. had been impressed
with Parker's play in high school and kept his eye on him-
and took over the starting job this fall after Bettis and Duce
Staley suffered preseason injuries; Parker rushed for 1,202
yards. His scoring dash on Sunday was the longest in Super
Bowl history, surpassing Marcus Allen's 74-yarder in
Super Bowl XVIII. "I'm glad I sat on the bench at North
Carolina," Parker said after the game. "All the people there

were watching me and my team today, having fun."

~ s S Y ' v A A ~ o
Tull 2004 wisnnesinnegluligasieyevesanamod iy

v A

o o U RLE Py
i'lu25L!ﬂ“l/‘!(me]ﬁﬁllﬂﬁlﬁu‘ﬂulllulﬂﬁﬂﬂ1iﬂﬂmﬂﬂ Iﬂmmu E’L!El

a J

83 (Dan Rooney Jr.) tniuedlszirnuaalagarveuee
1 (Y [ Y o IS Yo [
raueglseutlasuaz iumguinaon 1dIMsNNOSN 183 VF

I o a Y o <l a a
Wudeselugglulisre ndwmnibadauazgs @edd (Duce
Yo g A s s P
Staley) ldsv11ARUABMARgNI WIsNNB5IATR 1,202 vian
' Y o o A do vy &
daumsiemazuuuluiueiadiuldszozuniigalu
A o o I'd d
Usgidenansglosluda wrsnansfa daau  (Marcus
< A o & d YA
Allen) 933 74 wanimivarnsilugulesTultansadi 18114
s s ' o ' aqg Ao & o o '
winnes  nanuaunu  “wudlaniuiludidrsonousg
o % dy A o =1 1
wosnualslaun Julinumiuthgruuasimay winwayn

un”

- surpassing Marcus Allen's 74-yarder in Super
a ' Y dou o
Bowl XVIII uilaesuien usaniInNsng oa-
= A o o o
1ay (Marcus Allen) 439349 74 mmmmmm‘lu

grlesludan3an 18T/14

32 "o Y A oyy Yy Y Ao a o
nmwwuqquwwwu"lm‘flummucl,ummnu‘vjﬂ‘uaauwnwﬂmﬂ

80




In a season marred by All-Pro wideout Terrell Owens's
getting banished by the Philadelphia Eagles after repeated
clashes with teammates and coaches, Ward, who turns 30
next month, merely made plays, punishing as many
defenders as he could in the process. "I don't look at
myself as a prototypical wide receiver," Ward says. "I look
at myself as a hell of a football player." He certainly is
Pittsburgh's best wideout since Hall of Famers Stallworth
and Lynn Swann. On Jan. 30, about 12 hours after the
Steelers had arrived in Detroit to begin preparations for the
Super Bowl, Ward and a group of teammates accompanied
Bettis on a late-night trip to Icon, a downtown club. Clad in
a green throwback jersey from Bettis's Notre Dame days,
Ward chilled in a darkened corner as the Bus soaked up
most of the attention. Noting the off-season departure of
receiver Plaxico Burress, a free agent who signed with the
New York Giants, Ward said, "For me, this season has been

about proving I'm a tough player. Without Plax, some
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people wondered if I could be as effective. I think I've

proven I can be."
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Ward, whose mother is Korean and father is African-
American, then joked that he had a chance to become the
"first Asian Super Bowl MVP." He fulfilled that prophecy
by making five catches for 123 yards, including a sublime
shoestring grab of a Roethlisberger pass early in the third
quarter; by delivering a crushing block on cornerback
Andre Dyson during Parker's touchdown burst; and,
perhaps most impressively of all, by gaining 18 yards on a
second-quarter reverse that ended with him and free safety
Marquand Manuel crashing into the Seahawks' bench area.
"I wanted to hit him," Ward said later of Manuel, who
suffered a pulled left groin on the play and did not return.
Later, during a third-quarter timeout, Seahawks rookie

middle linebacker Lofa Tatupu sauntered up to Ward and
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said, "I normally don't respect receivers, but I respect you."
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The scary thing was that Ward, during practice two days
before the game, had sprained a joint in his left shoulder. "It
happened when I caught a pass and hit the ground," Ward
recounted as he strolled through the cavernous ballroom
that housed the Steelers' victory party. "So I decided to take
a painkilling shot. Normally I wouldn't do that type of
thing, but I wasn't going to miss this game. [ still can't lift
my arm very high because it's so sore. But you know what?

That's really the best kind of pain."
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Clad in what he called a "Cab Calloway-style" pin-striped
suit, Ward signed autographs and posed for photos. And he
got that hug from a country-music icon who might as well
have been acting on behalf of the city of Pittsburgh. "This
game did a lot for a lot of people," Ward said, his smile as
wide as the Monongahela River. "It was big for Coach

Cowher because people said he couldn't win the big game.
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It was big for Jerome because it was the last game of his
career. It was big for Ben Roethlisberger because people
didn't know if a quarterback that young could win this
game. And it was big for somebody like me because I was
covering kicks when I first came into the league. I look
back on those days now, and I feel like I've come a long

n

way.
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In two months' time the Steelers came further than anyone
could have imagined-all 53 of them, individually and as a

team.
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Three-ring Circus

The Patriots staked their claim as the century's
first dynasty and the Greatest Show on Turf,
beating the Eagles for their third NFL title in four

seasons

MICHAEL SILVER
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Because they do not beat you over the head with their

excellence or beat their chests in triumph, the New
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England Patriots are forever being cast as
commonplace champions. They are great in the way
that a chocolate milk shake is great, as poised and
proficient as the Beach Boys' doing background
harmonies onstage. What we are slowly but surely
learning from the Pats as they forge the first football
dynasty of the 21st century is that dominance comes in
many forms, and that sometimes doing the little things
well can provide the biggest satisfaction of all. DAs
these Patriots keep escaping with three-point victories
and kicking dirt on the Super Bowl's heritage of
wretched excess, skipping individual pregame
introductions and engaging in comparatively low-key
locker room celebrations, isn't it time we stop being
perplexed by their success? Yes, New England's 24-21
victory over the Philadelphia Eagles in Super Bowl
XXXIX on Sunday night in Jacksonville was another
testament to teamwork, tenacity and the strategic
acumen of coach Bill Belichick and his staff. But in

vanquishing a brasher opponent to claim the NFL's

ultimate prize for the second consecutive year--and the
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third time in four seasons, matching the record run of
the Dallas Cowboys from 1992 to '95--the Pats' players
proved they are even more potent than typically

perceived.

"Someday I'm going to have kids and tell them I
played on one of the greatest teams of all time, a team
with a whole lot of great players," said 11th-year
outside  linebacker  Willie  McGinest, whose
deployment at defensive end was the key to New
England's surprise scheme change for the title game.
"You might not call them stars, but they just went out
and embarrassed people in the biggest game of their
lives, so why wouldn't they be stars? It doesn't matter
if we won by three or 103--we don't give a damn if
people downplay our accomplishments, because all we

want to do is win."
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So before the coronation of the plucky Patriots as the
team of the decade, let's get this much straight: As they
proved again in front of 78,125 fans at Alltel Stadium

and an estimated 80 million television viewers
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worldwide, the Pats are more than Belichick's brain
and quarterback Tom Brady's golden right arm.
Defenders like McGinest, fellow linebackers Tedy
Bruschi and Mike Vrabel and strong safety Rodney
Harrison, whose second interception of Donovan
McNabb iced the game with nine seconds remaining,
showed that they're elite players, while unheralded
wideout Deion Branch (LIFE OF REILLY, page84)
seized footballs out of the cool night sky and the MVP

award from Brady's grasp.
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"It's awesome to see a guy like Deion win it," said
Brady (23 of 33, 236 yards, two touchdowns), a two-
time Super Bowl MVP. "The guy has done everything
he can for this team, and this is a team full of guys
who cheer for one another. The MVP is nice, but that's
not why you play. I'm playing for that diamond ring

that's as big as a belt buckle."
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New England's first two titles came courtesy of Adam

Vinatieri field goals in the final seconds--and this
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victory was only slightly less tense. Again, the Pats
relied on their patented formula of individual
opportunism, selflessness, innovative game-planning
and emotion fueled by perceived disrespect. The last
of those came after the Patriots received a copy of an
e-mail sent from an Eagles official to a member of the
Boston Red Sox organization seeking advice on a
prospective victory parade, a missive that Belichick
milked for maximum effect during his address to the

Pats on Sunday morning at the team's hotel in St.

Augustine.
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But it was the Eagles, despite being seven-point
underdogs, who supplied the bulk of the pregame
bluster, from wideout Terrell Owens's assertion that
God would heal his right ankle in time to play to
fellow wideout Freddie Mitchell's digs at Harrison and
the other New England defensive backs. Even Chuck
Bednarik, the 79-year-old Hall of Famer and former

Eagle, popped off, saying his bitterness toward the
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Philadelphia organization would compel him to root
for the Patriots. Meanwhile, rowdy Eagles fans, who
greatly outnumbered their New England counterparts,

flocked to congested downtown Jacksonville.
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The Patriots didn't make much noise, but behind the
scenes they had issues. In an effort to keep McNabb
from scrambling, Belichick and defensive coordinator
Romeo Crennel junked their 3-4 set in favor of a 4-3
alignment--the Cali front, so named in honor of
California native McGinest--in which the veteran
linebacker shifted to pass-rushing end. The idea was to
cut off the edges and form a semicircle around
McNabb, thus discouraging him from throwing to the

inside or running.
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Going back to Cali unnerved the Pats, who hadn't

practiced that alignment since the preseason. When
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Crennel streamlined the game plan on the Monday
before the game, "there were some raised eyebrows,"
admitted veteran linebacker Ted Johnson. Practices on
Wednesday and Thursday, fellow linebacker Roman
Phifer added, were "horrible" for the defense, marred
by bad communication, erroneous presnap reads and

other frequent mental mistakes.
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Rather than rail at his charges, Crennel adhered to the
Patriot Method, polling the players on what they
thought would fix the situation. The consensus:
Simplify the scheme. "If you keep hearing from your
players that there are too many checks, that means
there probably are," Crennel said. "So we cut it back.

After the Friday practice we were able to sleep easier."
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While the Pats' defense flustered McNabb (30 of 51,
357 vyards, three touchdowns) from the outset,
ultimately sacking him four times and intercepting
three passes while limiting him to zero rushing yards,

New England's offense began the game as if in a
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slumber. Having fallen behind 7-0 on McNabb's six-
yard scoring pass to tight end L.J. Smith with 10:02
left in the second quarter--just the second time in their
last 27 games they'd failed to score first--the Patriots
drove to the Philly four, only to lose the ball when
Brady fumbled after bumping into running back Kevin

Faulk on a play-fake.
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New England finally tied the game on Brady's four-
yard pass to wideout David Givens 1:16 before
halftime and took a 14-7 lead with 11:09 left in the
third quarter on a two-yard scoring toss from Brady to
Vrabel, marking the second consecutive Super Bowl in
which the moonlighting linebacker caught a
touchdown pass. Yet when McNabb whipped a 10-

yard scoring pass to running back Brian Westbrook to
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tie the game with 3:39 remaining in the third quarter,
the raucous Philly fans asserted themselves like Broad

Street Bullies.
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If the Philly faithful thought Brady would be fazed,
they haven't been paying attention the past four years,
during which the 2000 sixth-round draft pick has
ensured himself a place in the Hall of Fame. Following
an emotional week in which his 94-year-old
grandmother, Margaret, died, Brady exuded an eerie
calm when the situation was most tense. He was 4 for
4 on the Pats' nine-play, 66-yard drive, with running
back Corey Dillon providing the go-ahead points on a
two-yard run with 13:44 left. On New England's next
drive Brady and Branch hooked up on the play of the
night, a pass over the middle on which the third-year
receiver leaped over the back of Philly cornerback

Sheldon Brown to turn a possible pick into a 19-yard

reception. Six plays later Vinatieri's 22-yard field goal
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put the Pats up 24-14.

"Outside of that terrible first quarter, we felt we had
the game under control," said Branch, who had 133
receiving yards on 11 catches--tying the Super Bowl
record shared by Cincinnati Bengals tight end Dan
Ross and San Francisco 49ers wideout Jerry Rice, the
last receiver to be named MVP (16 years ago). That
followed up a 10-catch, 143-yard effort in New
England's 32-29 Super Bowl victory over the Carolina

Panthers last season.
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Yet for all his brilliance, Branch wasn't the most
impressive wideout on the field. That distinction
belonged to Owens, who 6 1/2 weeks after surgery on
his ankle, responded with a nine-catch, 122-yard show
of grit. Alas, the same could not be said for the Eagles'
other loudmouth receiver, Mitchell, who had angered
the easy-to-rile Harrison in the wake of the Pats' 41-27
victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC
Championship Game by saying he "had something" for

the two-time Pro Bowler and that he didn't know the
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names of New England's cornerbacks. Though
Harrison and his friends in the secondary had hoped to
hit Mitchell harder than the media slammed
Jacksonville (which was derided all week as a second-
rate Super Bowl city), they had to settle for limiting

him to a single catch for 11 yards.
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"All he does is talk," Belichick said of Mitchell long
after the game as he sat in his locker room office, his
feet propped on a desk. "He's terrible, and you can

print that. I was happy when he was in the game."
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The coach undoubtedly was pleased with Eagles coach
Andy Reid's curious decision to forgo a no-huddle
offense while trailing by 10 with 5:40 to go. When the
Eagles (15-4) completed a 79-yard scoring drive on
McNabb's 30-yard strike to wideout Greg Lewis, only

1:48 remained. After the Pats' Christian Fauria
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recovered David Akers's onside kick, the Eagles'
defense held, but New England punter Josh Miller
pinned Philly at its own four with 46 seconds
remaining, and Harrison's interception set off a fitting

release of red, white and blue confetti.
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Belichick, his gray, hooded pullover doused with
Gatorade (thanks to Bruschi, who also soaked the
coach's 86-year-old father, Steve), celebrated by
initiating a hearty group hug with his outgoing
coordinators, Crennel and offensive whiz Charlie Weis
(box, page 40). Both men were about to become head
coaches--Crennel with the Cleveland Browns, Weis
with Notre Dame--but first they wanted to savor a
second consecutive 17-2 season and the team's historic
run. "What did we say, Charlie?" Belichick asked
about the words exchanged during the trio's embrace.

"I forget."
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Weis smiled. "We said we'd been together a long
time," he recalled. "We'd had some good times, some
bad, but these are moments we'd always have together.
And it wouldn't matter that we wouldn't be together
anymore. You can be the richest man in the world

and not be able to buy moments like this."

day < J ' L) o J Y 1 <
ll’JﬁElll “OPAIUITITINNNVIIVFUOUNIUINY wua Iiie “uregaen

1o o

= ag 1 dy A A @ 9
A VNNALY LAV UUUURASNITINITINNULTUDNN LLﬁ’JlllliﬂﬂﬂJ

o

' my 19y v A Y \ t4 Y <
“Hﬁﬁ]ﬂ’JHﬁﬁ]zllllllﬂﬂgﬂ’Jﬂﬂuﬂﬂ!La’J m‘lﬂﬂmimauﬁum“lﬂu N1

Foanuianuuuiilaila»

o

~ 9 YA o
- MWANINUIDN WIVY

=
wlauuuanu

Belichick's next challenge will be working with two
new coordinators, but enough will be the same in New
England to make the Pats the team to beat again in '05.
"Five years ago, when I was about to hire Bill, we
were having dinner at the Capital Grille in Chestnut
Hill," Patriots owner Robert Kraft recalled after the
game. "I said, 'Promise me that when we have success
that you won't change,' and he has been true to that
promise." The coach demands similar humility from
his players, who in the words of backup linebacker and
special teams ace Matt Chatham, are "all drinking the
Kool-Aid. Everybody buys into the team concept, and

we'd be stupid not to."
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like dignity, integrity and unselfishness--great things
can be accomplished," said Bruschi, who thwarted an
Eagles drive with an interception at the New England
24 with 7:20 left. Realizing that he, too, was falling
into a familiar trap, the ninth-year linebacker caught
himself and laughed. "And if you've got some ballers
in your locker room," Bruschi added, "you'll win a lot

of Super Bowls."
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Several hours later, as the clock struck three at the
World Golf Village in St. Augustine, Bruschi beamed
as Brady entered the VIP section of the team's victory
party. The quarterback got the rock-star treatment as
he cruised around the room, pausing with teammates
to pose for photos with the Lombardi Trophy. Holding
his thumb and pinkie together to signify the Pats'
three titles, Brady toted the shiny silver football to

Vrabel's table, then took it over to Bruschi.
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Before and after another camera clicked, neither star

said a word. There was no need to.
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Fight To The Finish
New England and Carolina went toe-to-toe, but
Tom Brady kept his cool and led the Patriots to

their second NFL title in three year (sic) [s]

Michael Silver
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TOM BRADY was caught in a crowd, yet he felt
utterly alone. The New England Patriots' quarterback
was in a ballroom at the InterContinental Hotel in
Houston, where in the early-morning hours of Monday
a couple thousand people with some connection to the
Pats' organization were celebrating the franchise's
second Super Bowl championship in three years.

Besieged by random admirers seeking his autograph or
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a snapshot with him, Brady, clad in a Zegna shirt, a
platinum bracelet and dark jeans with a bulky pocket
chain, looked beleaguered and bewildered. With no
security guards or team officials to clear a path, he felt
helpless. "I just want to get with my family, O.K.?"

Brady kept saying, to no one in particular.
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Finally, a friend got through and handed him a gin and
tonic, and before taking a sip Brady said, "I hope this
s—is strong. I'm on a mission." Seconds later he was
on the move, fleeing the ballroom for an elevator that
would take him to the second-floor VIP area. Again,
scores of partygoers closed in. Brady winced, and, his
voice cracking, said, "This is horrible." Downstairs,
Kid Rock joined Aerosmith onstage, ripping through
the Boston band's classic Sweet Emotion, but Brady, to

all those who spotted him, was the show.
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Such is the life of a man suddenly seen as a Super
Bowl immortal. Having already drawn comparisons

with his boyhood idol, Joe Montana, the 26-year-old
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Brady, on the strength of his performance in Sunday's
classic at Reliant Stadium in Houston, must come to
terms with a new level of celebrity. He is more than a
football star now. He is the darling of America's sports
fans, the successor to Montana and John Elway, the
magical passer who can coolly pull out a victory in the

final seconds.
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After picking apart the Carolina Panthers' secondary
on two dramatic scoring drives in the last seven
minutes to lead the Patriots to a 32-29 victory, Brady
was awarded his second Super Bowl MVP trophy,
joining Hall of Fame quarterbacks Montana (three),
Bart Starr and Terry Bradshaw (two apiece) as the only
players to be so honored on multiple occasions. He is
the youngest quarterback to have won two Super
Bowls, and with his movie-star looks, actress
girlfriend, tight-knit family and adoring teammates,

Brady's life could not be much sweeter.
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All he lacks is peace and perspective, neither of which
is likely to come soon. Not after one of the greatest and
weirdest Super Bowls ever, one in which the halftime

show, as well as the game itself, would end in a flash.
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Like Janet Jackson's one-headlight salute—and an
equally immodest streaker's fiasco preceding the

second-half Kkickoff—this back-and-forth battle

between a pair of flawed but gutty teams was a

revelation. Though Carolina quarterback Jake

Delhomme provided some stirring moments and New
England kicker Adam Vinatieri, as he had two years
ago against the St. Louis Rams, nailed the
championship-winning field goal in the final seconds,
it was Brady (32-0f-48 passing for 354 yards and three
touchdowns) whose star shone brightest in Space

City.
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As calm as he was in the game's tensest moments,

Brady was drained and out-of-sorts upon its
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completion. To say that he was awestruck is not an
understatement. "Yeah, very," Brady conceded an hour
after the game, as he emerged from the shower. "You
don't ever dream about this. | mean, you dream about
playing football, and you have your fantasies, but you
don't dream about winning Super Bowls like this. The

way it ended is just incredible."
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The use of the second person in interviews was one of
Montana's habits, a way of deflecting the attention that
his greatness attracted. For Brady, too, the praise will
keep coming. Said Patriots linebacker Ted Johnson, "I
told Tommy after the game, 'Your coattails are
getting heavy, and 1 apologize. Right now I'm

hanging on for dear life.' "
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It's a gracious sentiment but not an entirely accurate
one. These Patriots (17-2), as they were two seasons

ago, are a quintessential team. Despite the league-high
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87 games that its starters lost to injury in 2003, New
England won its final 15 games, the second-longest
single-season streak in NFL history. The Pats' marquee
free-agent signee, linebacker Rosevelt Colvin, played
just two games in 2003, yet underrated veterans, such
as linebackers Mike Vrabel and Willie McGinest and
safety Rodney Harrison (who broke his right arm late
in the fourth quarter on Sunday), raised their games to

new heights.
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Brady may be the team's lone star, but New England's
hero in a headset, coach Bill Belichick, is equally
indispensable. In addition to being a shrewd talent
evaluator, meticulous in his game preparation and the
best defensive strategist of his generation, Belichick,
51, has evolved into a stirring speaker—at least when
behind closed doors with his players. After giving a
bland breakdown of strategic priorities during a team

meeting last Saturday night, Belichick mesmerized his

S 1< =1 9 =1 Yy a o an .
L‘Uiﬂﬁ)ﬁ]LﬂuﬂﬁnWﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂ’Jﬂlﬂﬂ‘ﬂN mnldxdaa  1Wa%N (Bill

. . = ya a A I3 Y = 3
Belichick)  A5yguAaayilavesipwavaniuilavesium

<3| a

a @ Yy J a oA
ewiu wonnmidludiinsassalumsidsaiunuediad Tnansy
I = S ¢ v Aa
Wuausovaovlumawionuny  uazflninienagninusuna
{ Y 1Y Y aa @ P4
galuvssa lasgusnanudertuuds  wasnluie 51 14
<3| o 2 g ' 9 <3 = ' 9
nanaitluinilgnizaudnale edlsleenineueusugniveglunes
o a e i o o o w
TagnasnnuenunInziuuuizou lusesdrduanudingna
an ' = 4 Ao LAl aa
gnFIT sz IszgunuieAuIwaIIneY  IIATNTZNAYUNE

'~

v P dada a s v ¥ A a0
"’llENL"’lﬂﬂ’JElﬂﬁi]u)'ﬂ’JElﬂE]ll’lﬂiﬂ‘ﬂu’Jﬁ]\umuﬂﬂﬂlﬂulﬂmﬁ]ﬁﬂQ“lJﬂE]’L!

104




troops by holding up the Lombardi Trophy that New
England had won two years earlier and placing it on a
table. The room went silent for a few seconds, and then
Belichick finished by saying, "Look, guys, this is what
we're playing for. Let's put this week in perspective:
It's not about the parties; it's the trophy. Only 37
teams can say they've owned this. You guys can be the

38th."
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For much of the first half, neither team looked worthy
of the silver hardware. The game was scoreless for
the first 26:55, the longest drought to open a Super
Bowl. Carolina (14-6) had minus-seven yards of total
offense, and Delhomme had completed 1 of 9 passes
for a single yard. New England wasn't much better,
having squandered a pair of scoring opportunities
when Vinatieri missed field goal attempts from 31 and

36 yards. (The latter was blocked by Shane Burton.)
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Somebody needed to make a play, and that person was

Y S o o U ;/ A d < 4
Glf]\illiﬂi‘ﬂ?ﬂ&’lliﬁﬂﬂﬂN HagAUAUUUNDITA '1au1,mmﬂm

105




Vrabel, a 28-year-old linebacker who was the team's
regular-season sack leader, with 9%. With 5:22 left in
the second quarter, Vrabel steamed around Panthers
left tackle Todd Steussie and chopped the ball out of
Delhomme's hand. Defensive end Richard Seymour
recovered at the Carolina 20. Four plays later Brady,
after a convincing play fake to running back Antowain
Smith, threw a five-yard touchdown pass to wideout
Deion Branch (10 catches, 143 yards), and the bizarre
Tale of Two Games had begun: no points in the
game's first 26:55 minutes; 61 in the final 33:05

minutes, including 37 points in the fourth quarter.
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By halftime die (sic) [the] Patriots led 14-10, and both
the game and Jackson's costume were up for grabs.
When singing partner Justin Timberlake, in what
appeared to be a planned ending to the intermission,
yanked off part of Jackson's top at the conclusion of
the song Rock Your Body, tens of millions of viewers
saw one more body part than NFL or CBS executives

would have preferred.
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However, the network spared viewers the next
spectacle, which occurred as Carolina's John Kasay
was preparing for his second-half kickoff. A man
dressed in a referee's uniform leaped from the stands
onto the field, stripped to his jockstrap and did his
best Michael Flatley imitation before security guards
converged. Bolting into the clear, the nearly nude
knucklehead was slammed to the turf by linebacker
Matt Chatham, a member of the Patriots' return unit. "I
wanted to knock him down but not wrap up," Chatham
explained later, then added, "Was I surprised? Hell no.
I play for Bill Belichick. You don't think we watched
film on that guy all week? I'd seen everything there is

to see."
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Well, almost everything. "He knocked the crap out
of him," Brady said. "That was the best tackle I've

seen in a while."
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In truth this game was full of big hits. Things had
gotten nasty during the teams' previous meeting at the
end of the 2001 season, a game New England won 38-

6. The Pats were heading toward their first Super
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Bowl, and the Panthers were losing their 15th straight
game. There were harsh words and skirmishes, which
helped explain why players from both teams engaged
in a stare-down near midfield before Sunday's game.
"They were trying to intimidate us," Johnson said.

"That's when you knew it was on."
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True to their personality under second-year coach John
Fox, the Panthers never gave up the fight in their first
Super Bowl. "It was a very physical game," said New
England linebacker and special teams captain Larry
Izzo, "and, like a bad virus, that team wouldn't go
away." The most potent Carolina player was
Delhomme (16 for 33,323 yards, three touchdowns),

who nearly eclipsed Brady as a clutch pocket passer.
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Down 21-10 following Smith's two-yard touchdown
run 11 seconds into the fourth quarter, Delhomme put
together a six-play, 81l-yard drive culminating in
DeShaun Foster's 33-yard touchdown dash down the
left sideline. Brady, after driving New England to the
Panthers' nine, then made a decidedly un-Montana-like
mistake, lobbing a pass into the end zone that was
intercepted by cornerback Reggie Howard with 7:38
left. Three plays later Delhomme lofted a beautiful
spiral to Muhsin Muhammad (four catches, 140 yards),
who caught the ball in stride at the New England 33
and completed an 85-yard touchdown, the longest play

from scrimmage in Super Bowl history.
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Carolina missed a second consecutive two-point
conversion attempt, but suddenly the Pats were behind
22-21 with 6:53 left, and there were dry mouths along
the New England sideline. The Pats hadn't trailed in a
game since a Nov. 23 overtime victory over the

Houston Texans in the same stadium, but Harrison told
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corner-back Ty Law, "Hey, man, there's no reason for

us to worry. We've got Tom Brady."
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On Sunday, Brady looked every bit as unfazed as his
idol, Montana, did in rallying the San Francisco 49ers
to a last-minute victory over the Cincinnati Bengals
XV Super Bowls ago. "He was poised," defensive end
Mike Rucker said of Brady, who wasn't sacked by the
Panthers (box, left). "We hit him a couple of times, but
he'd get right back up." On second-and-goal from the
one with 2:55 left, New England offensive coordinator
Charlie Weis called 136 X Cross Z Flag, and a certain
moonlighting tight end got chills: Vrabel, with two
sacks and a forced fumble, had already made a huge
impact, but now he was about to catch his first pass
since September 2002. After a typically smooth play
fake to Smith, Brady saw Vrabel flash across the
middle and flicked the ball to him. Said Vrabel, a
father of two boys, "I held it like it was my third
child." The ensuing two-point conversion—Kevin

Faulk scored on a run up the middle after taking a
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direct snap—gave the Pats a 29-22 lead, but the

Panthers weren't done.
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Seven plays and 80 yards later, Delhomme zipped a
12-yard touchdown pass to wideout Ricky Proehl. Two
years earlier, while playing for the Rams, Proehl had
tied the Super Bowl on a 26-yard touchdown catch
with 1:30 remaining; this time, there was 1:08 left
when Kasay's extra point made it 29-29. "I've been in
that situation so many times," said Brady, now 26-4 in
games played in November or later. "So, yeah, I was

calm."
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With a huge assist from Kasay, who hooked the
ensuing kickoff out of bounds to give New England
possession at its own 40, Brady and Vinatieri made
hearts flutter again. On third-and-three from the
Carolina 40 with 14 seconds on the clock, Brady took a

shotgun snap and found Branch down the right sideline
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for 17 yards. On came Vinatieri, who kicked a 41-yard
field goal with four ticks remaining, and it was time to
ponder the Patriots' potential for a dynasty (box, left)

and their quarterback's ascent to gridiron icon.
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Several hours later at the victory party, Brady's family
members and close friends finally reached him, and the
quarterback's boy-next-door smile returned. The first
of the group to arrive was his current love interest,
Bridget Moynahan, a stunning brunette who most
recently costarred in The Recruit. (She has a toughness
to which the quarterback can relate, as evidenced by
her reaction to an aggressive male suitor at a packed
Super Bowl party the night before the game. "I thought
about punching him," Moynahan recalled with a
serious expression, "but I didn't, because of Tommy")
The two hugged and smooched and whispered sweet
nothings, and for the first time all night, the masses

backed off and gave the quarterback some space.
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