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# # 6180176722 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD: Thai social problem films, Film history, Constructions of knowledge, Social problems
Apisid Pan-in : THAI FEATURE FILMS AND CONSTRUCTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS
FROM THE 1970s TO THE 1990s. Advisor: Asst. Prof. TUL ISRANGURA NA AYUDHYA, Ph.D.

This thesis examines the constructions of knowledge about social problems as represented in Thai
feature films from the 1970s to the 1990s. It analyses twelve feature films together with the wide range of

primary sources including newspapers, novels, film posters, interviews and contemporary film criticism.

At the centre of the thesis stands the relationships between public debates on social questions
and their constructions of knowledge in Thai feature films. The social problems that came to be the content
of Thai social problem films were inextricably linked with social issues of the time. Four widely debated social
questions were the working class’ sufferings, female sex workers and their destiny, the middle-class family and
teenagers’ drug culture, and the change in Thai rural landscape. This thesis asks: What economic and social
factors did play a key role in producing Thai social problem films in the 1970s and the 1990s? How did Thai
film directors use their films to help construct knowledge of social problems in that period? To which extent
did Thai social problem films discursively engage themselves with other discourses surrounding those social

questions?

This thesis argues that Thai social problem films in the 1970s and the 1990s were produced by
new generations of Thai film directors who were professionally trained in film studies and critically interested
in social questions of the time, most notably, M.C. Chatrichalerm Yukol and Yuthana Mookdasanit. Unlike other
precedent research in the field of communication arts and comparative literature, Thai social problem films
did not reflect or simply mirror social sufferings of the affected people. Rather, they discursively and pictorially
constructed knowledge of social questions embracing their backgrounds, key characteristics and impact. The
knowledge of social problems constructed in the films studied in this thesis was based on the discourse of
social justice and social equality which formed parts of the radical intellectual movement in the 1970s.
However, as the decades wore on, the film directors began to view social issues in the similar vein as that of
the government and the “localist” intellectuals, for the New Left socialism witnessed its decline in popularity
in the 1990s and ceased to be the source of intellectual inspiration for Thai film directors.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature ........cocvevvvverieennne

Academic Year: 2021 AdVisor's Signature ........cceveereeeenn
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cross paths all the time without any purpose or grand narrative. But the past, like the
October 6 massacre, still touches ordinary lives today, affecting them in ways that
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