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Jirat Chalermsanyakorn : THE DESERT OF LUST : FEMALE EROTIC DESIREIN CONTEMPORARY
THAI DESERT ROMANCE NOVELS. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHUTIMA PRAGATWUTISARN, Ph.D.

This dissertation aims to study female erotic desire in contemporary Thai desert romance
novels by analyzing the selected texts and studying the interpretations of female readers from the
sample groups. The results of the study show that the texts present the female protagonists as
modern women who continue to uphold ladylike and gender-moral standards. The female
protagonists’ erotic desires, therefore, are presented through the conventions of the romance novel;
the vulnerable female characters who are often prone to victimhood, love-hate relationships, and the
hopes of attaining happiness with a male character. In addition, the presentation of desert land is
linked to the appearance of the sheik figures who give the desert space its power to seduce the
female protagonists to release their sexual desire. From the study of female readers from the sample
groups, it was found that the readers become emotionally involved with the erotic stories by
identifying themselves with the female protagonists. Moreover, the readers also apply the roles of
gender expression of the female characters as an emotional script to explain their own sexuality. To
illustrate, a female reader who is single focuses on the qualities of the sheik character as their ideal
partner whereas the female reader who is married to a Middle Eastern man uses the sheik character in
juxtaposition with her husband's own sexual roles. The text is also a way to create a relationship in
the reading community among female readers. A divorced female reader, however, uses the texts as a
kind of self-help manual for her own future married life. The study reveals that despite the role of
selected texts in reproducing modern femininity under the ideology of patriarchy through the sexual
desire of female protagonists, the samples of female readers exploited the meanings from the texts to

deal with the limitations of their sexuality.
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[...] that is neither entirely rationalistic and autonomous nor completely lost in
sub-consciousness or post-structuralist sign-sequences and discourse. Emotions
are produced and simultaneously modified by expressing them in labeling terms.
They represent a kind of reservoir because they are shaped by experiences in the

social sphere [..]" (Metelmann, 2015, p. 187)
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“The narrative purpose of rape in popular romance is to serve, simultaneously, as
bond and as obstacle, as the barrier and the attraction between hero and heroine.
Like the violent piercing of Cupid’s arrows, rape serves as the external and fated
event that brings the lovers together. Its violent and invasive nature mirrors the
violent and invasive nature of love through which the Other is encountered,

recognized, named, and known.”” (Toscano, 2012)
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to give the hero his hard edges.”® (Jarmakani, 2011, pp. 895-896) n15LUUAN WY
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“Attribution of happiness might be how social norms and ideals become affective,
as if relative proximity to those norms and ideals creates happiness. Lauren
Berlant has called such a fantasy of happiness a ‘stupid’ form of optimism: the
faith that adjustment to certain forms of practices of living and thinking will secure

one’s happiness.”” (Ahmed, 2010, p. 11)
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“Travel to remote regions was especially transgressive for many Western women
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries who sought both escape and
pleasure abroad. Those women, themselves ‘Other’ to masculine concepts of
biology, thought, emotion, and sexuality, found the authority they were denied at
home by becoming experts of an exotic area. The Otherness they found served as
vehicle for inscribing something new, even something unspoken about

themselves.”® (Kelly, cited in Harders, 2012, p. 142)
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499 (McClintock, 1995, pp. 25-28)
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