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Project Title: A Temple that meets the Community’s Demand: A Case Study

of Wat Samanrattanaram

Name of the investigators: Phramaha Khwanchai Kittimedhi,Dr.

Phramaha Pornchai Sirivaro, Asst.Prof.Dr.

Abstract

In Buddhism, a temple is somehow believed to have been built for Buddhist
monks’ living, studying and practicing Dhamma whereby it only belongs to Buddhist monks
but Wat Samanratanaram has been changing into the places wherein tourist destination,
relaxation, worshiping holy things, business and various activities are obviously provided.
By virtue of the mentioned reasons, this research was purposely made to study the roles
of temples that meet certain demand of a community and then to propose the
development formation of Wat Samanratanaram. The research findings gained from the
interview and the analysis of documents were as follows:

1) Wat Samanratanaram has three significant roles as follows: 1) it supports and
promotes Pariyattidhamma Studies to Buddhist monks including laity’s Dhamma practice,
2) it somehow enhances the trades and business exchanges in the community and it also
serves as the enshrined place for worshiping, and 3) the public benefit and welfare,
establishing the hospital, development of transportation, sovernment sectors’ aids, for
instance, are regularly advanced.

2)The development formation of Wat Samanratanaram is actively and ideally
derived from the abbot’s vision. Earlier, the temple traditionally follows the tranquility
and simplicity of the Buddhist monks” ways of life without any more interference with the
community. As a result of that vision, the temple was left as it was without any restoration.
Once modified based on the idea that a temple should be a part of the community where

the solution of internal problems of the community, job creation and income should be



provided. Furthermore, it should satisfy the need of those people who eagerly seek for
the place of relaxation, mental steadiness and Dhamma practice respectively.

3) As far as the development of the temple leading to the need of a society
is concerned, it is actively engaged itself with social networks where the temple is regarded
as the center for such an improvement starting from involvement of the surrounding
nearly community to faraway ones through the occupation including various kinds of
public welfare. Consequently, it has been giving rise to the great deal of benefit to other
community, not only the temple and surrounding ones.

In overall, the research findings clearly provided the understanding of the temple’s
development in Theravada Buddhism, Thailand and thereby servicing the ideal
development formation of ruined temples and the like to bring it back to become a

community’s temples respectively.
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